= : - » W=, Smith Jun., John McEvers, Riche. Morris,
Jl? .Morm Scott i icks, Benj. Kissam, Jne Alsop, Ja* Duane, W=

Bryant”; (y) twenty-six pages of various
legal fomu,: orders and instructions: (8) five pages devoted to “Some Direc-
Law”; (g) twelve Pages of rules of the
last of which is one regarding “Struck

and certain kinds of
eighteenth century found it necessary
WEr to a curt note from his father wherein
e wasting his time in riotous living in New
Vingston made , detailed rep] explaining how the
::?:-;::; futh? day were Spent, saying among other thinigi {hat }I)m hadgfrequenﬂy
g Theodore Sedgwick, Jr., Life of William Livingston, 56-7.

Fee. ot Augus 19, 1745, first Page. For copy, see Appendix VI, pp.

167170, s
r?,;ﬁ“f}m? , 2rker, nephew of James Parker, editor-owner of The New.
entered 4 Y °’"B"?= had been a3 cerk in Alexander’s office when Livingston

Complaint ;g
York City, William

chaack, 9. For a brief account of
» clerk to Egbert Benson, attorney
Poughkeepsie, see William Kent,

i z . 16-29, See i ’,
te G 3 €specially Jay’s letter,
‘l:: :;10:: a somelwhat facetioys SPirit, to Kissam, and Lhepr:;ly ):ojityof which
. © Quotation forpg a part, k Monaghan op. cit., 44.

: 1787), in Proceedings of the
oY ad ser,, Vol, X, g5,

to R, B:clnmtzﬂ'. corner of Essex
nge: .37-40 of this k is founq the .
The dillicu!ty that now

5
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tering an
L e ) e
attorney’s office. No wonder that so many °"da“l°’ amm; case, than a
emisit me. It is impossible to conceive a more lamen of the beauties of
youth, just taken from school, glowing with admiration ev's desk to copy
Grecian and Roman literature, set down to an attoﬂ;lir former pursuits.
dedarations and pleas, of all things the most contrary lto has learnt, he must
What then is he to dop Why, he must unlearn what Wi ay in darkness and
lower his feelings and taste, and submit to b h‘st: ’,’,, to catch some
ignorance, till nearly at the end of his derkship s ho‘fl much time is lost
glimmering view of legal principles and st Sl Butl' es in this career of
this whilel How many, too, are left their v\_rhole lvursuit full of ardour
ignorance, and though at first they entered their new fpdoin what they did
and eagerness to succeed, yet the constant drudgery o 1 f them to their
Ot understand, turned the edge of their pursuit, and I:;‘ e this wak,
Profession. This has been the fate of many who will possibly
What then is the remedy? W Ll be adopted.
“‘The remedy is ha;pily clear and certain, if it wl;ld,bl;:o 5 tw:}:” to
“‘Let there be a professional law school to take td?: ’ht the rudiments
sixteen, eighteen, or twenty years old, and let them ch wgmc subject. Let
of law; and, indeed, let the older scholars go _dee?ﬁ' dmgo be attornies, and
there be two courses of study—one for those mteﬂ.di ded for conveyancers,
which would stop at sixteen; and the other for ff:we & ;ﬂ Odgers in A Century
and which should go on to eighteen or twenty. (W. B.
of Law Reform, 1, 4-6. time of the
£ ®=The fpopular 3;11.1::11)&'!.0: dealing with such “-132':}'51:": ;h‘:u of Attornies
Revolutionary War was a volume by J- Conte e.'mldd -ca;es Resolutions, and
and Solicitors; Containing all the Statutes, A‘%I“dge i ’. (London, 1764).
Judgments concerning them Under the f"“‘“‘"“gi e 2 is in the Law Library
John Jay's copy of this book which he purchased in 177 ted b
o lumbia University. , s as lis Y
i(:O"l"ll::zn A:tonf Parliz.mcnt regulating attornies antsl g:;?;) r;l, Ch. 27; 12
Coote were: 3 James I Ch. 7; 2 George II, Ch. :13;6 George 11, Ch. 46.
George I, Chs. 13 & 46; 23 George 11, Ch. :fﬁ: an education of attornies and
*For the Statutes of Parliament regulating . ly pp. 1-60.
solicitors see J. Coote, op. cit., passim, but especially




CHAPTER 1V

THE Law STUDENT’s CurricuLUM

According to Roger North,! the earliest treatise “on the
Study of the Law

of England” was William Fulbeck’s
Direction or Preparative ¢ the Study of the Law, a book
first published in 16002 In its nine chapters, that range from
the “Worthiness and Excellency of the Law” to “What

in Handling and Disposing Matters
hat “Many valuable hints” were to be
learned. He 314, accords the volume 2 quality of “much

acuteness and good senge,” But apparently a law student of
that day was not to be overh

¥ may be taken as typical of the effort
expected of him, for, according to the treatise, a lawyer’s

library containeq only “The Year Books, Dyer and Plow-
den.”

€ its appearance, Edward Coke in the third
Part of his Reports (1601-1616) was ou
study that calleq for a knowledge of th
thirty or forty books,
Observations; «

tlining a course of
€ contents of some
This advice included the following

he antient Books of

Right profitable also are t
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Times, as the Old Tenures, Old Natura Brmur;: ;;:1::23
Doctor and Student, Perkins, Fitzh., Nat. B"-d el
are most necessary and of greatest Authol:lt)' a b it
and yet the other also are not without theu: Fruit. -
of the Cases in the Books at large, which som;e dilligent
obscure and misprinted, if the Reader, after t-s e S
reading of the Case shall observe how the Cﬁlsehl g
in those two great Abridgements of Justice Fitzhe an;l 35
Sir Robert Brooke, it will both illustrate the Case gl
light the Reader; and yet neither that of Stath;m’meading.
of the Book of Assizes is to be rejected: And Ol'd iy,
the great Book of Entries is of singular Us¢? = sdahin
To the former Reports you may add the exquisite %
orate Commentaries at large of Master Plowden, o
Man, and singularly well learned, and the sum!;i?erend
fruitful Observations of that famous and nIl{OStLate Chief
Judge and Sage of the Law Sir James Dyer, : t. o sl
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and mine od g
Labours: Then have you 15 Books or Treat.nses, an g
Volumes of the Reports, besides the Abridgemen
Common Laws.””s teal
This advice by Coke, although Somew%‘at moretli‘-);f;-‘ory
than Fulbeck’s, nevertheless, did not constltlltt_?la: " Phillips
law curriculum. To supply such a course Wil Imt:odu g
published in 1662 a small volume, with an nes of Eng-
dire@ted “To the Students of the Common .LawD;'rectioﬂs
land,”® which he called, Studii Legalis Ratu?. ;’:’e Oualifics
for the Study of the Law Under the.fe Heads: of the Study?
tions for Nature Means Method Time P h':ce. S sk
This book, which is written in an ey e ing pub-
tone, is much more detailed in content than ?zﬂ;ession =
lished up to that time. Although it gives = w];i) e
being somewhat relu@ant to come to grips
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8r Owgo ?rery considerab]
Inciding i : :

Ratio came Sirg ;;‘;:Lmt of time with Phillips’ Studii Legalis

ment (1668), in wh';hew Hale’s Preface to Rolle’s Abridge-

that he thought 2506 amihor suggested a course of study

would be profitable. He directed his

of law books

k no : » and possibl h

:0 "mon-place-book, Af:v Published may be the h);si(:s : ;1_11

ead the Year-Books. it} €rwards jt might be fit to b cr 15
ks are filleq With’ la -l

d because
man
W not 5o much :: i the elder Year-
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Coke’s Reports the second time, and those other reports
lately printed. As he reads, it is fit to compare case with
case, and to compare the pleadings of cases with the Books
of Entries, especially Rastal’s which is the best, especially in
relation to the Year-Books.”?

Around 1436 Sir Thomas Reeve, Lord Chief Justice of
the Common Pleas, wrote “Instructions for the Study of
Law.” Although addressed to his nephew, the course of
study he outlined, and the advice accompanying it, were
known in the American colonies. Unquestionably it was
the best curriculum which had appeared so far, and, there-
fore, will be quoted in full. He advised:

“First read Wood’s Institute in a cursory manner with
an intent to understand only the general divisions of the law,
and obtain the precise ideas used in it: for such terms as
Wood does not explain as he goes along, Les Termes de la
Ley should be consulted, and, for the more full and modern
explanation of the same, Jacob’s Dictionary; but the author-
ity of this latter must not be too implicitly relied on. The
only reason why I mention Wood for the present purpose,
is, because the terms will be much better understood by

observing with what latitude or restriction they are used in
the course of his work, than by consulting any dictionary
whatsoever; and in order to understand his Chapter of Con-
veyances, it will be necessary to call in the aid of some old
practitioner who is your friend. If that advantage cannot
be acquired, you must be contented with such light as you
can strike out of the modern books of practice, Bohun’s In-
stitutio Legalis, Jacob’s Attorney’s Companion, last edition:
of all these I can give no other character than Martial of
books in general, sunt bona quaedam, Ec.; nor any other
direction concerning the using of them, but that you must,
by the help of indexes, take what is to your present purpose.
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Thi :

3 his done,.read Littletoy’s Tenures, without notes;
i well, abridge sych part of jt
18 law at this d

consider
as the other books inform you

¢
Ce or com 2 2 4 -
entic Abridge-

i and, by your own additions and

: 5 m 4 woal and classical
Williain  Smith, Jr., 1728-1793; \ale' ‘-"’""g,". :,.40!, Il;-;}’e:lol: ::ssa\;s and
scholar; author of a history of New York; “m('.r o )lll!_ hi’h. educational
articles on government and politics; zealous acll\ocalt [(’r,-iong'} author of a
and ethical standards for members of th,‘.? Icgdll prgfeleew'\’ork’s Execu-
comprehensive curriculum for law students; m"fg )-ﬂ-hic[‘ ustice of Canada,
tive Council; chief justice of New York)- 'f,sl'l:‘h:?‘ﬂ.( \-,_.“J» York City.
]?86_]793‘ lerleﬁ}‘ of the New Joek EMUG. & Td ¥ lﬁ' ith, Jr., has n’rrcr bern
Although positive identification of this picture las that :f!'”;_‘."oﬁw}::’h" 1751.
made, it has long been considered his porirait as painted by
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attendance on the courts at Westminster, and to begin
orderly reading the several reports, which must be read and
commonplaced in such manner as (by the experience which
by this time you will have of the nature of the study) you
will be best able to advise yourself.

“My whole scheme, without naming many books, is no
more than this: First, Obtain precise ideas of the terms and
general meaning of the law. Secondly learn the general
reason whereupon the law is founded. Thirdly, From some
authentic system colle¢t the great leading points of the law
in their natural order, as the first heads and division of your
future enquiry. Fourthly, Collect the several particular
points, and range them under their generals, as they occur,
and as you find you can best digest them. And whereas
law must be considered in a twofold respect: I. As a rule of
adtion, II. As the art of procuring redress: when this rule
is violated, the study in each of them may be easily regulated
by the foregoing method; and the books so recommended
will so carry on the joint work, that with this course, sO
finished, the student may pursue each branch of either to its
utmost extent, or return to his centre of general knowledge
without confusion, which is the only way of rendering things
easy for the memory.”*

How many lawyers at this time realized the inadequacy
of the advice offered in most of these early treatises of Ful-
beck, Doddridge, Phillips, Coke, Rolle, and Reeve is a
question, but probably in every gcneration there were a
few. At all events, about 1756 William Smith, Jr., of New
York outlined for students a much more complete course of
study than had theretofore appeared. Recommending a
broad preliminary education, this course represents the
highest ideal yet advocated in the colony of what a law
curriculum should contain. It also undoubtedly reflected
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THE LAW STUDENT'S CURRICULUM 63

men of letters. Although this does not appear to have
been the attitude in New York, it is said that a lack of a
rounded education diminished the reputations of such men
as Francis Bacon, Edward Coke, William Blackstone, and
Lord Mansfield. A lawyer’s and a law student’s pastimes
and interests, aside from the time devoted to his vocation,
were supposed to include “shooting, leaping, riding, bowl-
ing, and the like.” Wrestling and dancing were considered
to be much too violent, while angling was highly recom-
mended. Music especially was frowned upon, although
encouraged in the Inns of Court. Moreover, nearly all
advisers told students when to study, and the place to study.**

What the young New York legal scholar, Peter Van
Schaack, thought might constitute an introductory law course
may be learned from a letter written in response to an in-
quiry concerning the preliminary subjects to be studied by a
youth headed for the legal profession. Van Schaack wrote:

“As to your brother-in-law, believe me, my dear Harry,
I will give him my instruction with the greatest pleasure.
I wish his genius may be adapted to the law. Mention to
Mr. Blackbourn to have his turn of mind consulted. Does
he write to you? Get him to tell you the favorite parts of
his studies. Beg that he may read history, that grand foun-
tain of instru@ion. I do not recollet his age, and therefore
cannot guess at the stage he is advanced to in his learning;
but if he is designed for the law, I would recommend to
him as soon as he is fit to read them, Cicero de officiis, and
Puffendorf de jure hominis et civis. These are books that
treat of the moral and civil duties, and are excellent founda-
tion to begin the study of law upon.

“ think I could chalk out a path for a prompt lad that
would furnish him with great instruction, and show a pretty
dire& road to an acquaintance with the laws of England.




65
THE LAW STUDENT’S CURRICULUM
64 LEGAL EDUCATION IN COLONIAL NEW YORK

r d the wide in-
lists of names an
: Although by themselves the impressive, a study of
- I could better convey and illustrate my ideas on this terest taken in such a work are asihiicaT s T periion:
subject to one of the profession than to you, who must be the subscribers according 5 ng (:-E:)rl;sentative colonies, for
r.macqua ted even with the necessary terms to clothe them larly instrucive. An analysis o ere ordered by 51 residents l
in, 1; B K et been instance, shows that: 131 sets w
though Blac tone’s Commentaries ad not y.

scribers took l
with 114 subscribers too! |
: of Massachusetts;2® New ?x'ork dered 308 sets;2 Virginia's i
illiam Smith drew up his curriculum, 342 sets;® 184 Pennsylvanians or
re known and appreciated in New

Carolinians con-
ibers took 138 sets;”- ool Charleston
York shortly after he began ¢o deliver them. This is eraei:?;jr no sets, 21 of whnfh went ;;)alrlllihire 53 sets
learned from letter Written in 1762 by the influential rinter, Charles Cranch,? and fn Newhom were members
merchant apng councillor, John Watts, in which he observed: fvere taken by 25 subscribers, six f;f wers.“ Consequently,
;l‘ge ::;vt;l:s l}?ﬁi]u (;l;mt-ﬁer N;)f a l.i'rofesBsor—at Oxi?;d’s:::: of the bench whire ﬁvi;)thli;sb:;?e]s:;;z edition of 1:11‘::
St g g 8te bt = YS'&::O;B usmfeséog P if this subscriptlof_les may be taken as indicative d0 e
o i, )if:kill;l, t;s:_ esP e ystenlll':h R stone’s Commentaﬂ lonials generally in books an oo
sy undm}:and grett eir Hockel’:?l,s I;fl S interest shown l‘;Y C(;rs and other residents of Ne,“f i
S Blackstone itpma ybwe e .ed tha: theyla Ry knowledge, the .a‘l\;}’ AN o edm.on W
€ colony were aware of l):xs fv::;um " Sl especl:r:) was advertised in 1774 as being
The first volume of Blackstone’s Commentaries ap- s :Tolllmes - . legal treatises
Peared in 1765, and the fourth In 1769. The earliest Amer- prcss;& recent commentator—in writing of theswiznt before
!€an edition Published in foyuy volumes by Robert Bell, d materials relied upon by the mee e which is not
Phllabdelphla Printer ang bookseller, jn 1771-19%2.16 It was ;t;a CE:O;Z,S day—has submitted a :Iurrfl;::::lmﬂ'le following
& ubscription edition, peyy seeking pur in Canada, ive in scope® He
OVa Scotia, among the thirteen cogloiiesctalfegen;aci:zland, very comprehensive in scope
throughout the West Indies, in

€rous, for more
1557 sets. In the four

To Bell’s adver-

than 840
th volume1s the

; Law, or a Discourse
ke Weo ir‘x ' i %izi;a}mu:\reoog: Institutes of t}f:ei;ﬂ“o’;
= p bY'ss':rSI'-Ier;vgtthew Hale’s History of ‘h;u&ion to
. Englandél Bolliun's Institutio Legalis, or I ntﬂ; . e
i i d Praétice of the Laws of Englan ,Attome)”s
X Stu_d)'_ e 3 Law Grammar, and Pmﬂtc-: %, aking of
o chf:on::fy: d Coke on Littleton.®® And in sre Lo
S az the pracicing attorney at the c ;st; g
the b(.mks use‘; -Yhas bf:een said that “the office .of t cnth o
COIOH:: 11:;:1;;; ::ven towards the end of the eightee
coun »
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library at that time.” According to this
in one large folj, (1) Coke’s Commentaries upon Littleton
tion, at sixteen D 1f)age for page with the last London edi-
edition is solq ©"Iars to subscribers, although the London

‘¢ at 32 Dollars; (2) Bacon’s New Abridgement

From the fore
that the bOOks an

going i
& suggestions, therefore, it is apparent
ed for law students were
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Rogér North, 4 Discourse on the Study of the Laws (1733), 47- Seetzl:
cti

introductory pages in William Phillips’, Studii Legalis Ratio, or Dire
for the Study of Law. :
See Bibliography herein for books, manuscripts, and

in this study.
*The second printing of this

papers mentioned

volume was made in 1620, and a third in

1808. From its Preface it appears to have been written in 1599. Its full title
was: Direction or Preparative to the Study of the Law; Wherein is 3"0"”:’
what things ought to be observed and Used of them that are addicted to the
Study of the Law, and what on the Contrary part ought to be Eschewed and
Avoided.

*Fulbeck classified his study under the following headings: (a) Of the
Worthiness and Excellency of the Law. (b) Of the good Qualities Where-
with the Student of the Law Ought to be Furnished. (c) Of the Chmft
which the Student of the Law ought to make in his Study. (d) Certain
Rules to be Observed of the Student in the Reading of his Books. (¢) Of
the Exercise and Conference which the Student ought to use. (f) That the
Understanding of the Student Ought to be Proportionable to the Intend-
ment of the Law. (g) That the Student ought Well to conceive the Reason
and Justice of the Law in Distinguishing and Establishing the Property and
Community of Things. (h) That the Words or Terms Used in Books of
Law Ought to be Understood and Applied as the Law Doth Expound and
Conceive them. Whereunto is annexed a Table of Certain Words, in the
Interpretation Whereof, the Common Law of this Realm, and the C1}nl I:aw
do seem to Agree. (i) What Method is to be used in Handling and Disposing
Matters of Law.

“All the courses of study mentioned were based upon the Common Law.

®The Third Part of the Reports of Edward Coke her Majesty’s ,At-torney
General, . . . " (London, 1727). See section “To the Reader” in the
Introduction. ;

*The second edition of this volume appeared in 1667. It W““"'_ed few
changes. Both volumes, bound in leather, have 204 pages, 3" X 4" in size,
plus an Introduction. They were printed in London. In the Introduction
Phillips says that only Sir John Doddridge and Mr. William Fulbeck had
ever given law students advice regarding studying law. The [ormt‘:'r. he says,
collected only “Principles and Maximes,” while the latter leaned “too much
upon the Civil Law; and where he touches the Common, he shew: rather the
matter than [sic] method of Study: but neither wants its worth.

"Some concept of the value placed upon each of these five sub]'ects may be
gained from the space allocated to each. The “Qualifications for’ ooverc(.i. %
Pages; “Nature,” g3; “Means,” 35; “Method,” 64; and “Time” and “Place,” 13
pages, respectively.

**And here :ur Student hath a catalogue of all or most of the Books
requisite for the Study, which are about fifty in number, not very many nox
great, most of them being but of small bulk or Volume; therefore not so grea:
labour to read over, as may not be compassed in a considerable time.

|
|
i
|
|

|
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(William Phillips, op. cit
“There is not much origi
which are compiled from
» « « This tract,
scarce.”

» 121.) In 1733 Roger North wrote of this book:
nal matter in this volume, the most useful p: it
Lord Coke, Sir John Doddridge, and other writers.
which is in many respects valuable, has now become rather
(Roger North, op. cit., 48-9.) itled: The
Doddridge’s work, mentioned by Fulbeck and North, was entitled: Fed
English Lawyer Describing A4 Method for the managing of the Lawes of .
Land. And expressing the best qualities requisite in the Stude'ﬂ‘ Prtcips.
Judges and Fathers of the same. Pages 1-271 deal with “The English LaWdY::'l-t
Df this volume Roger North writes: “As a manual of advice t6 thy ases
little is to be gathered from this work, which is chiefly occupied with an
autempt to reduce certain portions of the laws into a logical arrangement.
The first and second sections treat of the natural faculties and acquired
qualities necessary for the student of the law.” (Ibid., 48.)

It was North himself who provided one of the most thoughtful courses
of study, and Ppossibly the most useful one, which was designed for law
students during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. North was one
time Queen’s Attorney-General, He was a brother of Francis North, Baron

of the Great Seal under Kings Charles II and
- His advice was written sometime prior to 1783, but it was ﬁnfl
Printed from the original manuscript in 1824, and thus, unfortunately, it
Probably influenced byt little the law studies prior to that day. Entitled
4 Discourse on the Study of the Laws, it covers 105 pages exclusive of
introductory biographical material,
at the time ang estimates
students’ time;

: ending the whole in due order, refers
to l-‘Readmg: 2. Common-placing; 3.

19 In 1760 John mentions the necessity of follow-
advice given by Judge Reeve, C. F. Adams, Works of John Adams,
“Miscellania A.»
see Appendix VIII, PP- 197-200.
Discourse on the Study of Laws, §5-8. For Frands
Tegard see Ibid., 5960, and especially Roger North,
advised to “study all the
ready speech (if it be not

ing the

10§-4.
“William Smish, Papers:
“"For this course in full
See North, 4

North's practice in this

Life of an:‘li: North . , | I, 18-28. Students were

morning, and a1k all the afy ;

Shevs gt & . €rnoon; because a

Mss. Rm. N. Y. Pub. Library.
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x is distinctly notice-
necessity for the inculcation of moral and e.lhlcal Valflﬁ’:: $::u:ﬁ; IR
able, Peter Van Schaack served part of his clerk.'gl'lp :\ri!.h his preceptor’s
younger William Smith, and undoubtedly was‘fam é.zlrle in 1767, and was
suggestions of 1756. He was graduated from Km g’sm 133;5 of New York in
considered a scholar of the first rank. In revising :t that he subsequently
1771-72, Van Schaack strained his eyes to suc{l an Fxteﬁmnce for public office,
became blind, a condition which, together with his re ST SO
has obscured his name to posterity. This is the Pel:cl'ess by his eyes and
1786, shortly after his return from an exile made n " :rlyaw bl ig R
also by his political attitude toward the war, OPE? " the pext forty years
spacious home at Kinderhook, New York, Whﬂ:e_ & In 1826 Columbia
R R hqn:i‘izi- he wrote the above

: At the L
College awarded him an LL.D. degree. : iting admission to
ltter, he had just completed his clerkship and was ";";‘w';in RS
the bar, an event which took place on January 20, 1769,

i -t ears of age. e lackstone. The
qmiLt::im:{a‘::ﬁe);d is said to have dism?“edmw‘i:ﬁqni: e
young legal scholar is said to have been promised the de, but another man was
ship of Civil Law at Oxford by the Duke of New(lm u,a = Ot e
appointed. Mansfield then urged Blackstone - ocadid in 1758. Attracted
Ie}:mres to students who cared to attend. This tl;:ed £200 a year for sixty
by these lectures, Charles Viner in 1756 beq_uca. the English Language.”
lectures at Oxford “On the Law of mlglancdharﬂl‘ Warren, History of the
Blackstone was chosen to fill this position. e

. . -Q. introducing young
Ame:lf:;cfa:o l;fr 9William Baker, Jmumm:s' :1::;;' :: one of the Inns.
Peter DeLancey upon his departure for Lo 2
Letter Book of John Watts, pp. l’.és.f_ngland by Sir William Bla::;t?nci

‘Com: ies on the Laws o ith the Last Edition,
Kat, Rc-pnn'l:;tjrfl::m the British copy. Page for page with

- . »”» .nlin Of
R b s edad copiete s 1 74 cnd i

es :
Blackstone’s Commentaries by Bell sold for three ges on which are listed
*In the front of the 4th volume are tweﬂty-“\f:hpamcir social, economic,
alphab:ﬁcally the names of the subscribers wi
political and professional status. comedian, Richard Goodman, of
RAmong, thoss nluczibing wiee. 18 SSE Ll ol Gaorgla, Joseph
Philadelphia, and the Superintendent of the i
. Each ordered one set. barristers at law. e
Otm’l:rnﬁl;eﬁ fluon e Iyend ka:: ::::na:d the Salem merchant,
Gill, too <
Boston bookseller, Edes and ;
rdered 23 sets. i whom was a judge
]oah:;ig;:;e o s ";hroughout the p;m:::n:“;o‘:i subscribing for two
ts, John 2 ity
o Sha supeetin,. conrt. °':f;:, L8 Yojrk booksellers, all in New d:‘:‘rk'?cg;
i '}'he .ug:'-::::nm 200 sets; Hugh Gaine, 28 sets; Samuel Loudon,
were: James )
Noel and Hazard, 11 sets.
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“Although the publisher Robert Bell had his offices in Philadelphia,
mine booksellers of Pennsylvania ordered sets Among these were: John
Creigh of Carlisle, 45 sets; Joseph Cruikshank, Philadelphia, 14 sets; John
Dunlap, Philadelphia, #3 sets; John Hall, Wilmington, 4 sets; John Murdoch,
Carlisle, g sets; William Woodhouse, Philadelphia, g sets. Miers Fisher,
]t law of Philadelphia, ordered 28 ser, cou Jabez Maud Fisher,

» 100k 14 sets. Thirty of the Pennsylvania sub-
scribers were lawyers,

» ordered go sets, while “John Magill, Esq.,
Attorney at Law, Winchester »

ney »~ subscribed for g1 sets. Possibly Magill rode
the circuit, and €xpected to resell to count

7Y Of the Bench and Bar of New York, 1, 92.
(Artide by Amasa Redfielq.) .

"'Ch:frles Warren, op. cit., 148,

“This was a manual ang 3 Principal guide for a beginner. Originally it
was :rnéfen inkFrench (1613), and later in English (1627).

uww.ﬁmpublished in 1722, went itions, the last

of which ackstone daimeq amou - e Ve

to be appointed Attorney-

: 59 Journal of the Commissioners
» 1704/1708/9, p. 154,

®After John Jay decided to study law, the first Jaw book of a serious

Purchased was Giles Jacob's New Law Dict;

W'"mmm:hemmocmm,;;wmgm?dwfwthem.”

the library of the college, or
e % from John Chambers. Frank Monaghan, John

1
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i blished Letires
In 1777 [Armand Gaston] Camus (1740-1804) at 1::‘:“ Pff:;ession. & sur la
sur la profession d’avocat, sur les études relatives d ce de droit qu'il est le
maniere de l'exercer; acev un catalogw; Ta;sonné"de::l‘f;:;:. in 1) Part 2 has
us utile d'acquérir & de connoitre [sic]. . . ol e s
pu; title: Bib!igthéque choisie des livres de droit; u:e C:;:‘ﬂ‘ﬁ':; [sic]. This
livres de droit qu'il est le plus utile d’acquérir & ce, James Kent's copy
volume was known and used in America. For 'mm&é of the Law Library
containing his manuscript notes may be found on Lhet of the course of study
of Columbia University. For James Kcnt's. stzte_me“ xship in Poughkeepsie
he followed and the books read while serving his defcenf ral of New York,
(17811784 in the office of Egbert Bensc!n. Attorneljfl e wrote: “I read, the
see William Kent, op. cit., 18-28, ”Pcaa_lly 2% folios, and made copious
following winter, Grotius and Puffendorf, in h“8°d° sy thought me very
€xtracts. My fellow students, who were more gay an fg‘::r died in middle life,
odd and dull in my taste, but out of five of them, fo danced, played cards,
drunkards. I was free from all dissipations; I had ¢ water. In 1788 I read
or sported with a gun, or drunk anything but water. 's house where I
Smollett's History of England, and procured at da itmthmumr gh; and I found
boarded, Rapin’s History (a huge folio) and rea . my Ms. abridge-
during the course of the last summer, among mle;:‘sP‘::: the Anglo-Saxons.
ment of Rapin's dissertation on the laws and we: and the old Books of
I abridged Hale's ‘History of the Common l.ad again. The same year I
Practice, and read parts of Blackstone again an E‘:cﬁm and admirable
Procured Hume’s History, and his profound :d. I extracted the most
eloquence struck most deeply on my youthful M?SI o
admired parts, and made several volumes of ’
®Charles Warren, op. cit., 172. L
vi cAdam, . cit.,, g2 n. inor governm
:gasé?w I:lo]uma i:fended primarily for the —ﬁu;idmme Laws of New
Soia ad baem petused. in Ameniip 20R0 WS e
York, and the Session Laws (loe frwtance, fhade &% NS SRR LA SO
well as those of the several colonial m‘:lat-he most important of these
few outstanding trials had appeared. Am",ci olas Bayard (1702) for high
in New York were the prosecutions of Ni libel. Also there were printed
treason, and of John Peter Zenger (‘71"5;;0;“ ring the controversy over the
Swiain. Opinlons e Aigwains WRISIE S L e Wl Aoty
judicial establishment of the colony, ‘7fg'$'hm is not to be wondered 3;
reliance upon England for books. This contact between the homd?n
hen it i embered how close was the demand for such publica-
3 muu “Yn: how limited must have been mmt, of the English courts
:?o:a, ::d ::tl; what respect the decisions and

regarded generally in New York. e B
‘"“"An example of boozs sold in the colonies may be l:;mhnmﬂ ; inwms
tisement: “There is to be sold by Jacob Demwh‘ Lt oouse! Englmmd, o
.dmi the t(:‘ounty of Burlington, an Institute of t
[sic] in

: and well bound. . . "
Thomas Wood. In folio, the 3d Edition, neatly printed,




