Capital Punishment in the Unite

*d g Ateg
) considered ““cruel and Unusyg]
and was f;t vas added to the Constitution jj, ?Unis m
ye . s ﬁavt’ da,'n)ed that wm,«ul.vin.g Stdndarqs 79]' m:i'! 1
““o{;fbﬁ;e Jeath penalty unconstitutional, f deg,
dere

A. THE FIFTH AMENDMENT

: e held to answer for a cap;j
No person shall b dpital, o

o e -

£ . entment or indictment Oth

- 1 a presel nt of €ry,..
: inless O1 a

crime, L

. in the land or naval forces, or in e 8rand1”wlsQ
&

e of war or pub]ic danger; nor Sha]]mllitia ]ury

i
service in tme -

= . . an , Wh QX .
-»r the same offense tO be .twlce put mLJeOParc.iy of lif); persc)l?{) ihtf“
mr-.,mpeﬂed in any criminal case to be a Withegg aga(?r lin\h.%\}:‘
s 5; ~ved of life, liberty, or property, without qqy prl“st hi{nhmf-f
‘3‘133” ;I:r ivate property be taken for public use, withgy, -UOC@SS of TQ]L“."
e Q()I‘n aw,:'
Pen '\
)

o THE SIXTH AMENDMENT

In all criminal progecutions, .the ac§us?d shall enjoy i
speedy and public trial, by an lmpartlal' jury of fhe Statee righth
wherein the crime shaﬂ.have be(izn comrcriutted, “{thh diStriCEtm dist;'_
been previously ascertamed by law, ?n to be. informgh e tshallh;‘
and cause of the accusation; toO be con rontgd. with the withsl

him: to have compulsory process for obtaining wi

© g
&

: thesseg in
nd to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

}flsagai}

Ea\'f;x
C. THE EIGHTH AMENDMENT

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. a._

Source: Constitution of the United States.

M

DOCUMENT 10: An Enquiry How Far the Punishment of Dui

Is Necessary in Pennsylvania (William Bradford, 1793)
B i ———————

By 1793, the abolition and penal reform movement instigated by

Benjamin Rush and his followers had gained considerable momentuf
n: Pennsvivania.
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On Capital Punishments

IT being established, That the only object of human punishments is
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| ownes was a Quaker merchant who long had wor ed towarg Prisop

reform and the abolition of capital pqnishmemi. Like his (:onte-mpOrar
Benjamin Rush, he believed that solitary confinement was the key tg
reforming the criminal mind. Th(—?' theory was that removal of the ol
negative stimulation of the outside world would make the Criming|
better able to contemplate his actions and thus see the error of hjs ways

(Masur 1989:81-82, 86). |
In his report, Lownes appeared confident that the newly reforme q

prison was a great success—beneficial both to the prisoner and to the
community. He reported that recidivism was low among pardoned of.
fenders, crime was down on the city streets and highways outside of
town, and when crimes were committed, juries no longer were relyc-
tant to convict, as they often had been when punishments were con.
sidered too harsh. Hence, at least in Lownes’ opinion, it seemed that
Philadelphia was on the right track toward penal reform.

How little effect the former system of punishments had in preventing
rimes, is too well known to need any explanation at present. We are
¢ to examine, whether any beneficial consequences have followed the
@tion that has taken place in the treatment of the convicts.
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ave returned to their old courses, they have chosen to run the
<k of being hanged in othe.r sta.tes, rather than encounter the certainty
rzfs i onfined in the penitentiary cells of this. We may therefore con-
glude, that the plan adopted has had a good effect on these; for it is a
tact well known, Fhat many of them were heretofore frequently at the
bar of public justice, and had often received the punishment of their
-rimes under the former laws. .

Our streets now meet with no interruption from those characters that
formerly rendered it dangerous to walk out of an evening. Our roads in
the vicinity of the city, so constantly infested with robbers, are seldom
disturbed by those dangerous characters. The few instances that have
occurred of the latter, last fall, were soon stopped. The perpetrators
proved to be strangers, quartered near the city, on their way to the west-
ward.

Our houses, stores, and vessels, so perpetually disturbed and robbed





