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DOCUMENT 21: Letters from New York (Lydia Maria Chilq

1845)

Lydia Maria (Francis) Child (1802-1880), a prolific Massachuseg
writer known as one of the first and foremost anti-slavery advocates OSf

the day, also was an opponent of the death penalty.
Prior to her marriage to David Lee Child, a Boston lawyer, in 1828

Child already had published two novels, Hobomok (1824) and The
Rebels (1825); had founded a bimonthly magazine, Juvenile Miscel.
Jany (1826); and had run a private school in Watertown, Massachusetts

(1825-1828). 5
Soon after her marriage, she and her husband joined the anti-slavery

movement in Boston, and her writing turned to the anti-slavery cause.
in 1833, Child published one of the first anti-slavery books, An Appeal
in Favor of That Class of Americans Called Africans. The book was
highly controversial, making Child as many enemies as converts to her

way of thinking, and resulting in a significant drop in the sale of her
other books.

Undaunted, Child continued her campaign against slavery. Eventu-
ylly, she and her hushand moved to New York, where she served as
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This bloody insult was thrust into the hands of some citizens, who
carried hearts under their vests, and they threw it in tattered fragments

(o the dogs and swine, as MOTE fitting witnesses than human beings. it
was cheering to those who have faith in human progress, 10 see how
many viewed the subject In this light. But as a genera\ thing, the very
spirit of murder was rife among the dense crowd, which thronged the
place of execution. They were swelling with revenge, and eager for
blood. One man came all the way from New Hampshire, on purpose to
witness the entertainment; thereby showing himself a likely subject for
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