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TO THE

READER.

N H E Author does wot think it neceffa-
.1y te fet bis Name to ihis Work, as

it contains Cepies of fuch Leiters and Pa-
pers that pafjed between the Parties at Dif- -
ference, with Minstes of wbhat pafled at
Jeveral Couris, in View. and Hearing of the
Publick y and other Matters of Faii, that
are [o -well known in that Proviuce (for
wheofe ufe it 1s chiefly dqf ioned) that theT rutb
of the Whole, I prejume, cannot be attempt-
ed at 19 be demied. But if it flould bapper
otherwife, this I am [ure of, that I never
can be comvitied in wyfelf of wilfully or
knowingly either to bave concealed or [et
forth ome Untruth. And likewife, that I
bave been fo well acquainted with the whole
Afair, that I think ny one Mlan i1 the
Provinge
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Province could give a better Relation of the
Matter.

It would exceed the Bounds of what I
could be able to pay for Printing to give a
Copy of all the Papers, as there were jo ma-
ny Perfons on cach Side employed in Writing,
and addreffing the Inbabitants, in order to
gain the firongeft Party. But fuch, and [o
 many of them as were jigned by, and in the
Name of the Body of the People, who affem-
bled in publick Council, and fuch as were
written to them again by publick Autbority,
I have not omitted any that I could procure
the Copies of.  And fuch as I beard
ofy but could not procure the Copies, I bave
mentioned in their Order.

I fball add no farther Preface or Apolo-
gy o this Work, but fubmit the [ame, in
Confidence that my Aim is the Good of all, and
every boneft Man, and the Detefiion of Hy-
pocrites and Rogues of tbe worft Sort, wha
rob and plunder Provinces, under Colour of
Law and Authority, to adminifier Fufiice.




An Impartial

RELATION

| OF THE
Firft Rife and Caufe
OF THE

Prefent Differences in Publick

Affairs in the Province of Nortk-
Carolina, .

N Orange County the firft Difturbance is ge-

nerally afcribed to have arifen; but Grazvile
and Hallifax Counties were deeply engaged in the
fame Quarrel many Years before Orange: Se that
it may be neceflary to give a few Paragraphs out
of fome of their Papers, to thew, that 1t was the
fame Grievance and Cppreflion that 1ucenfed ali the
Counties, without correfponding with each other.
—For though Granzille County had been at War,
as it were, fome Years before the Difturbance in
Orange, yet we never heard of 1t tili it broke out
1 Qrarge.

The
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The Paragraphs in the Granwille Paper runs as
follow,

«¢ A ferious Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Granv:l-
s¢ Jp County, containing a brief Narrative of
¢« pur deplorable Situation by the Wrongs we

“¢ {uffer, ' .
«« And fome neceflary Hints, with refpet to a

¢« Reformation,

¢ Sawve my Country, Heavens, /%;27 be my lafl.
ope.

" Then, after treating on the Nature of Law in ge-
neral, and of our Conftitution, in Praife of it, he
proceeds thus, ———

«« Well, Gentlemen, it is not our Form or Mode
of Government, nor yet the Body of our Laws
that we are quarreling with, but with the Mal-
practices of the Officers of our County Court,

. and the Abufes that we fuffer by thofe that are im-

} powered to manege our publick Affairs: This is
the Grievance, Gentlemen, that demands our feri-
cus Attention. And I fhall,

¢ Thirdly, Shew the notorious and intolerable
Abufes that has crept into the Practice of the Law,
in this County, and I doubt not but into other
Counties alfo; though that does not concern us.
In the firlt Place, there is a Law that provides that
a Lawyer fhall take no more than Fifteen Shillings
for their Fee in the County Court.-— Well,
Gentlemen, which of you has had your Bufinefs
done for Fifteen Shillings ? They exaét Thirty for
every Caufe: And Three——— Four
and Five Pounds * for every Caufe attended with
the leat Difficulty, and laugh at us for our Stupi-
dity and tame Submifiion to thefe D—m—d, &c.”

Another

" D TR SN SEE WS
* . . . . N o ) . i
Their Foes i cur Superior Coeurts is almof a
many Hana'ieds,
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Another Paragraph runs thus in Subftance.

¢« A poor Man is fuppofed to have given his
Judgment Bond for Five Pounds; and this Bond
1s by his Creditor thrown into Court.—————The
Clerk of the County has to enter it on the Dock-
et, and iflue Execution, the Work of one long Mi-
nate, for which the poor Man has to pay him the
trifling Sum of Forty-one Shillings and Five-pence.
>—The Clerk, 1n Confideration he is a poor
Man, takes it out in Work, at Eighteen-pence a
Day.————The poor Man works fome more than
Twenty-feven Days to pay for this one Minute’s
Writng. .
¢« Well, the poor Man refle@s thus,——At this
Rate, when fhall I get to Labour for my Family ?
I have a Wife and Parcel of fmall Children fuffer- &
ing at Home, and here 1 haveloit 2 whole Month,
and Idon’t know for what ; for my Merchant is as
far from being paid yet as ever. However,
I will go Home now, and try and do what I can.
' Stay, Neighbour, you have not half done
yet, there 1s a D -d Lawyer’s Mouth to
ftop yet ; for you impowered him to confefs
that you owed this Five Pounds, and you have
Thirty Shillings to pay hiw. for that, or go and
work nineteen Days more ; and then you muft
work as long to pay the Shenff for his Trouble ;
and then you may go hume and fee your Horfes
and Cows fold, and =2il your perfonal Eftate, for
ore Tent:r Partof the Value, to pay off your Mer-
chant. Arnd laftly, if the Debt is fo great, that
all vour purfonal Eftate wili not do to raife the
Moaneyv, which is not to be bad, then goes your
Lands the fame way to fatisfy thefe curfed hungry
-Caterpillars, that will eat out the very Bowels
of our Common-wealth, if they are not pulled

Apd what Need, [ fay, to urge a Reformation.
tmm—emef thefe Things were abfolutely according
to
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to Law, it were enough to make us throw oft
all Submiffion to fuch t;rannical Laws ; for were
fuch Things tolerated, it would rob us er the
Means of Living ; and it would be better to die in
Defence of oar Privileges than to perifh for want
of the Means of Subﬁﬂgance. But as thefe
Praftices are contrary tw Law, itis our Daty to
put g Stop to them before they quite rmn our
Couanty, or that we become willing Slaves to thefe
lawle(s Wretches, and hag our Chaias of Bon ’
and remain coantented wunder thefe accumaiated Ca-
lmties.

¢ Qh, Gentlemen, 1 hope better Things of you.
=] believe there are few of you but has felt
the Weight of thofe Iron Filts. And I hope
tere are pone of ye but will lend a Hand rowards
bringing aboat this Wkeflary Work ; and in order
to bring it about ofii¥tulllle, we muft proceed with
Circomipedtion ; 24l but careful.
. ¢ 1ft. Let us be careful to keep {ober,~——nor
da nothing rafhly,=—~but aét with Deliberation.

‘ ¢¢ 2dly. Let us do ziothing a‘gainﬁ the known

blithed Laws of our Land, that we appear not
s 2 Faltion, endcavouriﬂg to {ubvert the Laws,
#" and overturn the Syftem of our Goverrnent jemm——e
but let us take Care to appear what really we
~are, Free Subje@ts by Birth, endeavouring to reco-
ver our loft native Rights, of reducing the Mal-
praltices of the Officers of our Court down to the
2tendard of our Law.”

This Paper was large, and deferved to have been
printed at Length, but my Ability would not aford
8. It was dated, ¢ Nuréufs, Graweslls Coun-
ty, the 6th of Fane, Anno Dom. 1765.”

And tho’ 1t was the adjacent County to Orawgs,
yet the firt that ever we heard of it was in 1767,
at aur dugaff Court, after we had tried to plead our
own Caufe at the Bar againft Extortion.———s
Then fome Perfons who lived adjoining Granvgs
Line told us, they feared that Matter would romr

| fome
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fame of us, for that juft fuch a Cafe had been un-
dertock in Granville Couuty fome Years ago, and
that they were at Law about it to that Day. And
by what I have fince learned, the Method they
proceeded in &vas by Petitioning the Legiflative Body
againft the Mal-Practices of the Officers mentis
oned in the Paragraphs cited. And thereupon
the Officers fued the Subfcribers for a Lible ; indiét-
ed the Author of the Paper, and 1imprifoaed him:
Which Law-Suits have remained to this Day,

There were other Counties, fach as Brum/faick,
Cumberiand, and fome more, had wholly Declined
paying Taxes as early as 1766, if not before, as
nearly as I could colle&t Acounts ;—but the Govern-
ment made no noife about all this &l Orange couid
no longer be kept quiet,~ who never had
knowledge of the Diffatisfadtion 8 ghefe Countjes ;
fo that the Thing did not fpread by #hduftry of any
in propagating or Communicating the Grievances,
bur the lame Caufe naturally produced the fame
Effeét.

Bat now I fhall drop nther Counties and begin
with Orange, having, as 1 faid before, as perfotta
knowledge of the whele Procee lings as any one Man
in the Province.

Sometime in the latter Part of Sumimer, in the
Year 1766, at an Inferior Court in the County of
Orange, a Paper was prefented and read to the Re-
prefentatives and Magilirates of the County, as fol-
lows, viz. |

| No. I.

“ HERE AS that great Good may come
' of this Great defigued Evil, the Stamp
Law, while the Se . of Liperty withftand the
Iords in Parliament, in Behalf of true Liberty,
Let-uot Officers under them corry on unjuft Op-
prefion in our own Province; in order thereto, asg
there 1s many Evils of that Nature complained of
in this Couaty of Orange in private amongft the
Inhabiiants, Therefore, letus remove them jem——— =

B (1%
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or if there is no caufe, let us remove the Jealoufies
out of our Minds. —Honelt Rulers in Power
will be glad to fee us examine this Matter freelymm——
And certainly thes is more honeft Men among us
than Ropues * ; yc. Rogues is harboured among us
fometimes almoft publickly.

¢« Every honeft Man is williag to give Part of his
Subftance to fupport Rulers, and Laws, te fave the
other Part from Rogues; and 1t is his Duty, as
well as Right, to fee and examine whether fuch Ru-
lers abufe fuch truft ;=——Otherwife that Part fo
given may do more Hurt than Good.

«« Even if we were all Rogues, in that Cafe we
could not fubfift; but would be obliged to frame
Laws to make ourfelves honed. And the
fame Reafoning holds good againft the Notion of a
Mafon Club.

" ¢« Thus, though it (meaning Juftice) muft be
defired by all, or the greateit Nufnber of Men,
yet when Grievances of fuch publick Nature are
not redrefled, the Reafon is, every Body’s Bufinefs
is no Body’s. ‘I'herefore, the foliowin
Propofal is offered to the Publick, to <cir, Let each
Neighbourhood throughout the Coanty meet to-
gether, and appoint one or more Meu to attend a
general Meeting on the Monday before next Nowvem-
ber Court, at a {uitable Place, where there 1s no
Liquor, (at Maddvct’s Nill, if no Objettion;) at
which meeting, let it be judicioufly enquired into,
Whether the Freemen of this County labour under
any Abufes of Power or not; and let the fame be
notified in Writing, if ary 1s found, and the Mat-
ter freely converfed npor, and Proper Meafures ufed
for Amendment. |

““ This

—e

* The Author bad in 116w to carry Eleétions by the
Majority, and avas 10 confrte a generol frevasling
Noiion, that the Combinaiun of Rogues, by Means
a Mafor Club, avas Jo greaty that it avas im wain 1o
pry 1o out-wvote them ot Eleftions, ~vbich awas ti.. Me-

Yood of Redrefs propojed in Conver/aiion.
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¢ This Method will certainly caufe the wicked
Men in Power to tremble ; and there is no Damage
can attend foch a Meeting, nor nothing hinder it
but a cowardly daftardly Spirait: Which if 1t does,
at this Time, while Liberty prevails, we muft mut-
ter and gramble under any Abufes of Power untl
fuch anoble Spirit prevails in our Poftenty ; ¥or,
take this as a Maxim, that while Men are Men,
though you ihould fee all thofe Sons of Liberty
(Who has juft now Redeemd us, from tyranny) fet
in Offices, and Vefted with Power, they would
foon corrupt againand opprefs, 1f they were not
ﬁlied upon to give an Account of their Steward-
| ip.”

This Paper being publickly read at Court, tn
Audience of our Chiefs, Mr. Loyd, one of our
Aflembly-men, declared his Approbation of it, and
the Reft Acknowledged it was. reafonable.——Ang,
Loyd, altered the Day of meeting to the 10t
of Octaber ; and we being thus encouraged, Several
Neighboushoods held Meetings, and conjunétively
Drew up the following Paper.

A No. H.
“ T a Meeting of the Neighbourhood of
Deep-River, the zoth of dugupp, 1766,
Unanimoully agreed to appoint #—C— and
W — M. to attend at a general Meeting on
the 1oth of Qcrober at Maddeck’s Mill, where they
are judiciously to examine, whether the Frcemen in
this County labour under any Abufes of Power, and
in particular to examine intc the publick Tax, and
mform themfelves of Every Particular thereof, by
what Laws and for what Ufes it is laid, irn order

10 Remove fome Jealoafies out of our Minds.

““ And the Reprefentatives, Veftry-men, and
other Ofiicers, are Requited to give the Members
of the faid Meeting what Information and Satifac-
tion they can, So far as they value the Good-

will
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wiil of every honeft Freeholder, and theexecuting
Publick Offices, pleafant and delightfome.” '

In Purfuance hereof, about twelve Men met,
but none of the Officers appeared (though they had
frequently gave out Word beforchand, that they
would be there Late in the Day Mr.
Fames Watfon came alone, and bronght Word from
Colonel Faning, the other Reprefentative, that he
had always intended fully to meet us, tilla Day or
two ago he obferved in one of our Papers the Word
judicioufly *, which fignified, he {aid, by a Coure
of Au.honty : And had fome other Ob-
jeftions, fuch as the Mill being-no fuitably Place.
And concluding, that, in fhort (fays he) Colonel
Faning Looks on it as an Infurre&ion, &c. &c.

Whereupon we, in Watjor’s Prefence, drew up
the following Paper, and read it to him, Defiring his
Judgement ; and he faid it was fo juft, and reafon-
zble, that no Man could objett to it; which was

}thus, 1o wit, |

No. I1I.

““ At a Meeting of the Irhabitants of Orange
County, on the 10th of October, 1766, for Confe-
rence on publick Affairs with our Reprefen-
tatives, Veftry-men, {Je.

“ Y T was the Judgment of the faid Meeting,
that, by Reafon of the Extent ef the County,

nc ore Man init, in ageneral way, was known
by above one tenth Man of the Inhabitants ;—
for which Reafon, fuch a meeting for a Publick and
and free Conference, yearly, and as often as
the Cafe may require, was abfolutely neceflary,
In Order to reap the Benefit defigned us in that
Part

* By what I bavelearnt fince, they pretend 1o have
miflook the word for judicially; but our original
Papers avere in 100 many Hands 10 make it take.
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Part of our Conftitution of chociing Reprefenta-
tives, and knowing for what ufes our Mouney is
called for. We Alfo conceive fuch a
Reprefentative would find himfelf atan infinite
Lofs to anfwer the Defign of his Conftituents,
if deprived of coniulting their Minds in Mat-
ters of Weight and Moment.

¢« And whereas, at the faid Mesting, none of
them appeared (thongh we think properly ac-
quainted with our Appointment and Requefls)
yet, as the Thing is fomewhat new in this Ceun-
ty (though practifed in older Governments) they
mignt not have duly confidered the Reafonable-
'nc{% of our Requel's.

¢« We therefore conclude, that if they hereaf-
ter are inclinable to anfwer it, that we will attend
them at fome other Time and Place, on their giv-
ing us proper Notice. :

“ It is alfo our Judgment, that, on further ma-
ture Deliberation, the Inhabitants of the County
will more generally fee tne Neceflity of fuch a
Conference, and the Number increafe in Favour of
it, to be continued yearly.”

A Copy of this was given to Mr. Wayfon, on
his Approbation of it; and he promifed to pre-
fent each of our Reprefentatives with proper
Tranfcripts ; Which we make not the leaft
Doubt but ne complied with,

But, however, inftead of complying with our
{fo reafonable Propofals, Colonel Faming, the fol.
lowing Court, orat a general Mufter, read a
long Piece of Writing "in Publick, and among
our Juftices, ir Repugnance to our Requeit, vaunt-
ing himfelf greatly in his Performance; tellir
them, he had {erved us with Copies thereof, ang
- fignihed it would filence us, or had filenced us:
- But as to what it contained, I cannot inform the
P:blick, aswe nor any one of us, thatever 1 could
find, ever faw it.

‘This, with the Menaces thrown out by the

Bomb
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Bomb Sheriffs againft fuch as was molt aftive in
this Affair, fo gifcouraged the People, that the
Affair droped, after we had {ubfcribed to a Sum
of Yifty Pounds, in order to commence a Suit at
Law againft them on the Penal Laws, and was
Denied by the only Attorney we had any
Hopes of ferving us to undertake it.

Some Months after, all was fuill, there hap-
pened to come out a new Collettion of the Laws
in one Book; two of us took a Copy of the
Fees out of it for recording Deeds of Convey-
ances, and carried it to Court in Auguff Term,
1767.~——Thefe men offered the cuftomary Fees
for the Recording and Proving their Deeds that
were taken in other Counties, though that Ex-
ceeded the lawful Due; at the fame Time of-
fering to pay more if any of them could (hew
any Law for more.

This was before the Bench, when the Man
who {poke was atked, How long it was fince he
had Commenced Lawyer? Butas he did not
regard fome of the Bernch, began to threaten him,
for itanding in Contempt of the Court; upon
which they withdrew.

The Perfon who had got this Law-Book, being
half Owner of 1it, had it at Court, and it was
handed about among the People; which the other
Owner knowing of, and he being one of the
Bench, and on the Bench at the Time, came im-
mediazely out of Court, calling his Partner in the
Book to one Side, Defiring him o keep the
Knowledge of the Book’s being handed about a
Secret from the Reft of the Court. The o-
ther Replies, I have given them, that I let have
the Book, that Cauticn alredy, for [ fee how
Matters ftands among you.- Which was,
that an hopeft Man could hardly live among
them ; for thefe New Books were fo fcarce at that
‘Time, that they would bave known who had let
jt out among the People.

‘Thus we may fee how he apprchernded himfelf

ander
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under a Neceffity to conceal his good Ofhces and
Honefty to fecare himfelf in Office: But [ fup-
pofe he was found out; for he was {fcon after put
out of Commiffion.

"The Bombs now grew more and more | nﬂdtmg,
taking Unufual Diftrefles for Levies; taking dou-
ble, treble, and fcur Times the Valuc; bearing all
off to Town. thirty, forty, and fixty Miles, and
was remarkably crofs, taking By-paths, and other
Ways than they had Promifed ; fo that thofe who
followed, may be ir a few Hours, to Redeem their
Things, could never overtake them.

Thefe Things were all fold in Town at under
Rates, and became a conftant Trade; fo that
roguith People began to depend on thefe Sales to
raife them Fortunes. And as to any Overplus
being returned to the Farties, I never could hear
of anv. Befides, among Dutch People, and fuch
as were ignorant of State Affairs, they pra&tfcd
taking Four-pence, Six-pence, and a ahxlhng in a
Tax, more than from the more Knowing.

The High Sheriff alfo fent out an 1nm1t1ng Ad-
vertifement, whick was fet up very early in the
following Year, 10 wit, 1768, (may be in firft of
February) as follows,

“7HEREAS by a late A& of Aﬁ"'mbly,
the Sheriffs of the feverxt Counties in
this Province are obliged to attend at five diffe-
rent Places in their County, at leaft two Days at
each Place, at fome Time between the firft Day of
Fanuary and the firft Day of March, in Ordcr to
reccive the publick County and Parith Taxes.
I kereby 1inform the County of Oramge, that I
intend to comply with my Daty in attending,
according to Law, at Times and Places hereafter
to be advertifed ; and that every Man who fails
{:aymg their Ducs, at thefe Times and Places, is,
y the fame Law, obliged to pay me Tavo Shillings
and Eigin-pence extraordinary : Whick Sum I hail

Demand,
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Demand, without Refpe&t to Perfons. Whereof
every one concerned is defipgd to take Notice.

« And fhould any Perfon imagine, that it is
fufficient if they have their Mengy ready when I
or my Deputy comes for it- I advife them o0
be provided with Tawo Shillings and Eight-pence for
the Vifit,

Frons their humble Servant,
TYREE HARRIS.”

Every one could fee this was quite infulting, as
well as an Attempt to make Affes of us; for no
one but had Senfe enough to know this new Law
was calculated for the Sheriff 's Eafe.———And in-
ftead of being fo careful to Word his Advertife-
ment, '[hat ¢ the Sheriffs were obliged to at-
tend,” H§ might have faid, The Afles were oblig-
ed to bring their Burdens to him, in order that
onc of their Deputies might colleét .the Whole in
ter. Days fitting on their Breech, at Eafe, in five
Places only.

The Rumour of giving the Governor Fifteen
* Thoufand Pounds, to build him a Houfe, all hap-
pening togsther at this Time, conipired to give
Rife to what was commonly called the Mob ; which
in a little Time altered to that of the Regulators.

This new Aflociation began in a different Neigh-
bourhood, though they always mentioned axd e-
fpoufed the former; and People had entered in-
to it by Hundreds, and it fpread every: Way like
Fire till it reached Sandy-Creet, where the princi-
pal ica who were concerned in the Papers No. 1,
2, and 3, lived. There this new Scheme met
with fome Oppofition, on Account that it was too
hot and rath, and in fome Things not legal. And
though the Sandy-Creck People endeavoured to fhew
them the Danger of their Proceedings, yet took
Care at the fame Time not to kill that Zeal for
Juftice and true Liberty. And at the fe-
cond Meeting they had prevailed with them to

form
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fr rm new Articles, #nd cenfured their Firft; yet
at stheir firft Meeting they had fent a Paper to our
Oflicers; which Paper was approved of, and bears
the 1Name Number V. though dated Murch 22d.
—The new Ar.icles being adopted.at their
fecond Meeting, held on 4pri/ the Fourth, being
inftead of the firft Articles, always bore the Place
of the Firft, which was Number 1V, and is as
follows, «uz.

No. 1V,
¢ J E the Subferibers do volurtarily agree

\ to form ourfelves iuto an Affouciation,
to alflemble ourfelves for+ Conference for Regulat-
ing publick Grievances and Abufes of Power, in
the follewing Particulars, with others of the lke
Nature that may occur.

* 1ft. That we will pay no more Taxgs until
we are fatisfied they are agrecable to Law, and
applied to the Purpofes therein mentioned ; unlefs
we cannot help it, or are forced.

¢ 2d, That we will pay no Ofhcer any more
Fees than the Law allows, unlefs we are obliged
to it; and then to thew our Diflike, and beur an

open Teftimoney againtt it.

¢ 3d. That we will attend our Meetings of
Confercnce as often as we conveniently can, and
is neceflary, in order to confult our Reprefenta-
tives on the Amendment of fuch Laws as may be
found grievous or unneceflary ; and to choofe more
fuirable Men than we have done heretofore for
Burgefles and Veftry-men; and to peution the
Houfcs of Aflembly, Governor, Council, King and
l’arllament, Ee. for Redrefs 1n {uch Grlevanccs as
in the Courfe of the Undertaking may occur ; and
1o inform oneanother, learn, kuow, and enjoy all
the Privileges and Liberties that are allowed and
were {ettled on us by our worthy Anceftors, the
Founders of our prefent Conltitution, in Order to
preferve it on its ancient Foundation, thatit may
dland firm and unthaken.

*¢ 4th, That we will Contribute 1o Collc&ions for

C defraying
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defraying necefiary Expences attending the Work,
.. gecording to our Abilities. o
"« ¢th. That, in Cafe of Difference in Judgment,
we will Submit to the Judgment of the Majorty

of our Body. |

¢« To all which, we Solemnly Swear, or, being a
Quaker, or otherwife fcrupulous in Confcience of
the common Oath, do folemnly Afhrm, that we
will ftand true and faithful to this Cauile, till we
bring Things to a truc Rcegulation, according to
the true |: .ent and Meaning hereof in the Judg-
ment of the Majority of Us.”

-

Number Five 1s as follows, wiz.

Number V.
¢ The 22d. Day of March, 1768, The
Requeft of the Inhabitants of the Weft Side of
Haw-River, 10 the Afiembly-men and Veftry-
men of Orarge County, wiz,

< HEREAS the Taxes in this County
are larger, according to the Number of
Taxables, than adjacent Counties, and continues
fo Year after Year; and as the Jealoufies flill
Prevails amongft us, that we are wrenged ; and
having the more Reaton to think f{o, as we
have been at the Trouble of choofing Men, and
fending them, after the civilet Manner that we
could, to know what we paid our Levy for, but
could recerve no Satisfuction ;- for Fames
Watfen was fent to Maddock’s Mill, and faid that
Edmond Faning locked on it, that the Country
called him by Acthority, orlike as if they had 2
Right to call him to an Account. Not
ailowing the Country the Right that they have
been Entitled 1o, as Englih Subjedts; for the
King requires no Money from his Subjeéts but what

they are made fenfible whar uft its for.
“ We are obligad to feck Redrefs by denying
paying any more until we have a full Settlement
for
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for what is paft, and have a true Regulation with
our Officers.

¢« As our Grievances are two many to be notifi-
ed in a fmall Piece of VWriting, we defire that you,
our Aflembly-men and Veftry-men, may appoint
a Time, before next Court, at the Court-Houfe,
and ‘et us know by the Bearer, and we will Choofe
Mz:n to act for us, and fertie >ur (Frievances.

¢ Uatil fuch time as you will fettle with as,
we defire the Sheriffs will not come this Way to
colleét the Levy ; for we will pay none before there
1s a Settlement to ouar Satisfation.

¢ And as the nature of an Officer is a Servant
to the Publick, we are determined to have the
Officers of this County under a better and honeft-
er Regulotion than they have been for fome time
patt.

““ Think rot to frighten us (with Rebellion) in
this Cafe, for if the Inhabitants of this Province
have not as good a Right to Enquire inte the
Nature of our Conftitution, and Disburiments of
our Funds, as thofe of vur Mother Country, = «=-
we  think that.it is by arbitrary Proceedings
that we are debarred of that Right. There-
fore, to be plain with you, it is our Intent to
have a full Settlement of You in every particular
Point that is Matter of Doubt with Us. e
So fail not to feud an Anfwer by the Bearer. If
no anfwer, we fnall take it for granted, that we
are difregarded in this our Requeft agzia from the
Publick.”

This was the firft Meflage this new Society fent
our Officers: But no Mafters of abje&t Slaves
could be more exafperated ;- they were Rebels, In.
furgents, &9¢. .o bz fhot, hang’d, &Jc. as mad
Dogs. ¢9-.—An1 the Sandy-Creek Men, or Authors
of No. 1, 2, and 1, were to be punithed for it all ;
for thefe refers to iheir former Papers. Now as
they were o iguora: as aCually to imprifon, and
went through a Couis. of Law to make the {?u..

thors
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thore of the firt Papers culpable for thefe laft,
I will obferve, the later had a Right tr refer to
the former, becaufe they had concurred and join-
ed in the former, but that by no Means made all
them who were conceried in the former, 2nd fcarce-
ly had heard of the latter, to be anyways culpable
wmsemene [ 2l1ans NOW-a-days know this
Diftinétion, that where a few bad People of a Na-
tion commit Qutrages, the Whole is not blamable.
However hard this Diftintion might have been to
our Officers to conceive, I know 1t was the eafift -
and naturaleft of allT hings to be felt by the Parties,

And fuither, becaufe they ftiled themfclves Inha-
bitants of the Weft Side of Haw-River, therefore
the whole Body of the Inhabitants, on the Weft
Side, was fo treated. that I can venture to fay,
that though not one third Man on the Wel Side
had yet concerned themfelves, yet they were after-
wards forcad to join as one Man in Defence of
their Lives.

On the whole, I do not think it needful to

to take much Pain: to fhew this Diflintion,
for my Opinion is, our Officers Spleen againtt
the Authors of form:r Papers was for that very
Reafon, that they were purfuing a legal and
conftitutional Plan to be redrefled : As alfo, when
it came to be tried in the Law, the Diftinétion
was as clear as the Day, and punifhed none bat
them who were a&ually Guilty,
- I have faid thus riuch on this Head, the more
as I obferve by the News-Papers, that Men in
higher Stations than ouar Officers attempted the
fame Thing on the Town of Boflen.

So to proceed in Order, On the faid
4th of April, 1768, after the Articles were al-
tered, and both Pirties joined on the former

Plan,
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Plan, they drew up the following Paper, wig.

No. VI.

« T a General Meeung, of the * Regulators,
held April the 1th, 1768, it was agreed
to fend P—e——— C and ] L N
to requeft the two late Sheriffs and our Veitry-
men, to meet twelve Men that we= fhall choofe
on the Teufday after mext Court, to Produce to
them a Copy of the Lift of Taxables for each
Year. and a Lift of the Number ard Names of
of the infolvents returned each Year, with an Ac-
count how the Money was applied, to whom paid,
and to what Ufes, both Veftry-men and Sheriffs,
and to requeft our Reprefentatives to confer with
them in our Behalf, and fhew us Law for the cu-
ftomary Fees that has been taken for Deeds, In-
dentures, Adminiftrations, &c. If the Time ap-
pointed don’t fuit them, let them appeint another
more fuitable.” (

Before thefe two Men had Time to perform
this Meflage, the Officers, either to try or exaf-
perate the now enraged Populace, took, by way
of Diftrefs, a Mare, Saddle and Bridle, for one
Levy, and they immediately rofe to the Num-
ber of Sixty or Seventy, and refcued the Mare,—
and fired a few Guns at the Roof of Colonel Fan-
ning’s Houfe, to fignify they blam’d him for all
this Abufe. .

The Paper No. 6. was then delivered to the
eftablithed Minifter of the County, who under-
took to try to accommodate the Matter; who,
accordingly, returned with an Aufwer from the
Officers, and that they had appointed the 11th
Day of May for a Settlement. | h

The

* This new Name, inflead of Mob, was nece/~
Ja.y, according to the Naturc ¢ the Bufinefs of the
Day of altering the Artick,.
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Ths Regulators hereupon called & Meeting on the
goth of April, chofe twelve Men to meet ac-
cordingly ; and fent the Officers an Account there.
of ; but the Paper never was deliverd by Reafon
(as it was on a Sarurday) the Governor’s Secretary
arrived the fame Day in the Town, and brought
a Proclamation from the Governor, definng ali
Rioters to difperfe: And on their Refufal, com.
manding all Officers to aid and afift to difperfe
them. - And, what I think is the odeft
Thing I ever heard of, this Proclamation was fet
up on Sat«rday, the Rioters ever fince the Riot al}
peacable at Home, yet the Officers affembled them-
felves on Sunday to the Number of about 'Thirty,
with & Tavern. keeper or two, and a Man who had
lately killed another, which the Jury of Inquef
had adjudged willful Murder, all armed with

. Guns, Piftols and Swords, and rode all the Sab.
bath Might, the Difttance of 40 Miles, and took
Ene of the Rioters Prifoner by Virtue of 2 War.

nt ;= Ard alfo another innocent Perfon
‘without any Precept at all by Reafon no Pre-
¢ept could bé obtained, becaufe no Charge vas,
nor could be proven againft him, though they
had made 2!l the Search and Enquiry they were
eapabable of doing, by Reafon, as was hinted be-
fore, he was allowed to have becen the Author of
the former Papers, No. 1, 2, and 3. "%

But the Cafe was fo among the Inhabiiants,
that every man knew who was and who was not
joined 1nto the Regulation, by Reafon it was all
the Topick of Converfe and Enquiry. It being
therefore fo well known that this Perfon was I..no-
ecnt, that it zlarmed and raifed a fiery Zeal in es
very one who had or had not entered into the Af-
fociation. And I fuppofe not near half the Inha-
bitants had at this Time entered into it.

This Aiarm immediatly fo engaged almoft every
Man, Woman and Child, thas by §)a -Light, next
Morning, fome Hundreds were affembied near the
Town, which Number, in an Hour or iwo, en-

crealed
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creafed to Odds of feven Hundred armed Men ;
many of which had traveled forty odd Miles on
foot, fome bare footed, and fome (at leaft ome)
had travelled thirty Miles with his Shoes flip-fhod ;
but the moft Part were on Horfeback. The whole
was atuated by what the World calls the $pirit of
Enthufiafm, for I felt it myfelf as foon as 1 came
into the Company; it catched every Man, good
or bad, as Sax/ was catched among the Pfophets.
A man Under the Opperation of this Spi«
rit, I am certain, can do and undergo double what
he can at another Time.—It is prodigioufly dan
gerous to raife this Sprit, if it is nothing bat Na-
taral, as fome imagine; but I belicved it was &
Work of Providence, and iherefore feared no E-
vil.

The Governor’s Secretary met this Company
in fight of the Town; But I have to
obferve, firft, That both the Prifoners had givem
Bail, and had met this Company very early; for g
we foppofed the Officers had got fome Waord of
their being on the Road, as fome Companies took
up long hefore Day, near the Town, or
elfe the Prifoners would, we fuppofe, have been
fent to Newbdern, 200 Miles. This would have
been hard work, for the Inhabitants on the Eaft
Side of the Town who were alfo aflembled in Com-
panies, laying in Wait to refcue the Prifomers
among Inhabitants who had not intermeddled be-
fore. The Secretary read the Proclamation,
and delivered a verbal Meflage, which he faid he
had from the Governor, That if they fhould af-
femble While he Was up, to tell them, if they
Would Pettion the Governor, he Would Protect
and Redrefs them againft any unlawful Extortions,
or Oppreflions of any Officer or Officers in the
County; Provided they would difperfe and Go
Home. »

No fooner was the Word fpoke, but the whole
Multitede, as with one Voice, cried out, Agreed roed.

. t
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'That is a1l we want ; Liberty to Make our griev.
ances known,

It is admirable the Quicknefs of the Spirits in a
People, truly engaged 1n a Caufe, to apprehend
and take any Thing offered that 1 truth has a
Tendency to procure a Remedy we had felt our-
felves fhut out and denied a Hearing 5 and we fcu-
fibly felt the whole Calculation and Defign of our
Enemies was to prevent our Cries from  Reaching,
as it were, the Royal Ear ; or, which is the jame

 ‘Thing, the Legiflative Body of the Govern-

ment. o
A fatal Blow was this to our Adverfanies; but

they faw it not till it was too Late. Had not this
very Accident happened, we never Could have had
a Hearing.

Ard to mend the Matter, the Secretary was fo
Pleafed, that he had hit upon an Expedient, tu
mak Peace, that he fent for fome Bottles of Wine,
and with a loud Voice, before Officers and Peo-

_ ple, Repeated the Same Thing over and over,

without Vanation, feveral Times; and drank the
ine as a Teftimony or Record, that fach an A-

grecment was made; and that by exprefs Orders
r

om his Excellency. |

The Joy that we returned Home with, on this
Occafion, was inexpreflible, for Men can feel
"Things of an oppreflive Nature that«they can’t
make appear ; we could plainly feel we were de-
barred from Complaining ; we could feel we dared
not Petition the Governor unlefs we let our Ad-
vefarics Word the Petition. But now they had tied
themfelves. We immediatly advertifed the Agree-
ment, and appointed a Meeting ; but this opened the
Eyes of our Officers to fee their Miftake. I call it
a Miftake and Accident, becaufe the Governor de-
nied Afterwards that he gave fuch Orders, as will
befeen by and by in his Anfwer to our Petition ;
though fome who don’t like him, think he denied it
becaufe he rued it.

It is beyond my Power to defcribe the Pains that

was -
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was taken to Recal this Miftake, unlefs T was to
Print a Copy of all their Letters, and as much
Preaching and Arguments as a Man could read
n a Wec%:. -Wewwere told in piain Terms,
and in Writng, that no Petition conld, nor would
go down with the Governor but fuch a one as they
had Wrote for ds, in which they made us fay, we
had thought the Officers wronged us, but had
now found it .was owing to fome Miftake or De-
fect in our Proceeding ; and told us, it we periifted,
Colonel Fanning would reprefent -our Cafe to the

overnor as High Treafon, and not as a Ript,—
and kept conttantly at this Work ull and or the
Day appointed to meet, whercand when a Mer-
chant and Clergvman apocared to influence
and frighten us from Proceeding ; and though they
made the Work Exceeding unpleafant, and inuch
confufed us ; yet the following VYaper was unani.
moufly at lalt agreed to, wiz.

- . No.viL | .,

“ At a General Meeting of the Regulators, Af-
fociators and others, Inhabitants of the County
of Orange, H2ld at George Sally’s, on the z1ttof
Aay, 1768.

¢ Y T was unanimoufly apreed to continue our
R Petition agreed - on lart Meeting to the (Go-
vernor, Council and Affembly, for Redrefling very
grievous, cruel, iniguitous and oppreflive Pralices
of our Oflicers, which we generally conceive we
have laboured ander this Many Years, contrary to
Law. - | .
And in Purfuance of a verbal Meflage from the
Governor, fent to us Exprefs by his Secretury,
delivered to us on the 3d of this Inftant, we a-
gree to Renew our faid Petition.——And as fan-
dry Forms haye betn read here this Day, und
digned by fundry”™ Neighbourhoods, we appcint
W- M , W - C
Ii C ’ J" . L -y
D o T—
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