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with his Lerdfhip’s Office, but contrarily preveng
Difputes from appcarin§ there.
To proceed to the fecond Head Propofed, I
will recite a Paflage out of the Fifth of Nebemiab,
Governor under .Adrzaxerxes, viz,

«« AN D there was a great Cry of the Peopl,
and of their wives, againit their Brethrer &G T-ws ;
for there was that faid, we our o> - and uar
Daughters are many ; therefore we taks up Corn
for them that we may eat aud hive.

¢ Some alfo there were that faid, we have mort.

ed our Lands, Vineyards and Houfes, tha. we
mibht buy Corn becaufe of the dearth.

¢« There w¥WMo that faid, we have borrowed
Money for the King’s Tribute, (or to pay ourTaxes)
and that upon our Lands and Vineyards; yet now
our Flefh is as the Flefh of our Brethren, and our
children as their children ; and fo we bring our Sons
and our Daughters to, be Servants : And fome
of our Daughters are bronght into Bondage alrea-
dy. Neither 1s it 1n our Power to redeem them,
for other Men have our Lands and Vineyards.

““ And I was very angry when I heard their
Cry and thefe Words ; then I confulred with my-
felf, and I rebuked the Nobles of the Rulers,
and faid unto them, Ye exa® Ufury every one
of his -brother. And I fet a great Affem-
bly againft them, (Mob fome cails it ;)=———and
I faid unto them, we, after our Ability, have re-
deemed our Brethren the Jews, which were fold
unto the Heathen, and will you even fell your
Brethren, or fhall they be fold unw. wus?
‘Then held they their Peace, and found nothing
to anfwer. Alfo I faid, it is not good that ye do ;
eught ye not to walk in the fear of our God,
becaufe of the reproach of the heatheu our ene-
mies ? |
I likewife, and my brethren, and my fervanis,
might exaét of them money and corn; I pray you
Yt us leave off this ufury. Reftore, I pray you,

to
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to them, even this day, their land, their vine-
ards, their olive-yards, and their houfes, alfo the
Zundredth‘part of the money, and of the corn,
the wine, and the oil, that ye exa& of them.

¢ Then faid they, We will reftore them, and
will require nothing -of them; fo will we do as
thou fayeft. Then I called the priefts, and took
an oath of them, that they fhould do according
to this promife. Alfo I thook my lap, and faid,
8o God fhake out every man from his houfe, and
from his labour, -that performeth not this pro-
mife, even thus be he thaken out, and emptied.”

The Juftice done the Poor in this Paffage far
exceeds what is aimed at in this Motion. There
cannot be the {fame Arguments ufed againft us,
as might and no doubt would have been in this
mighty degenerate Age, had we petitioned for Re-
liet in a full and fimilar Cafe. S

It is to be feared too many of our Rulers have
an eye to make a Prey of thefe poor People, be- .
caufe an Opinion feems to be propagated, that it g
is \Criminal to cut a Tree down off the vacant
Lands. Whether this Notion took its Rife from
the great Men’s making Tar and Turpentine on
vacant Lands, which is a quite different Cafe, or
from the Motive’s above mentioned, I would ad-
vife no honeft Man to fuffer fuch an Opirion to
take Piace with him; for the Thing is fo inhu-
man and bafe, that you will not find a man but
he will deny and clear himfelf, or hide fuch a
Defign as long as he can, which muft proceed
from his Conceptions of the Heinaoufnefs there-
of.

Who can juftify the Conduét of any Government
who have countenanced and encouraged fo many
Thoufands of poor Families to beftow their All,
and the Labour of manv Years, to improve a Piece
of wafte Land, with full Expettatior of a Title,
to deny them Proteition from being robed of it

all



C 7% )
ali by a few roguifh Individvals, who never be.
fiowed a Farthing thereon?

And, 3dly, That tiis has been the Senfe of ali
the Briufh Legiflations ; and that the contrary
Doctrine is as contrary to Natare and Jaftioe as
the Storv of the Dog in the Manger. To evince
this a little, requires tobe faid no other than the
conftant Inftructions to all his Majefty’s coloaies,
though grofsly abufed ; fuch as Head Rights, the
Culuvation Ciaufe, in all our Patents and
the Neceflity of applying for an Order of coun-
cil to oblain any larger Grants. Nothing is
more hurtful to the Common Wealth, than for 1ndi-
viduals to hold unreafonable quantities of lands,
and rent them out to the Poor. A Traveller may
know when he rides through fuch Lands, by the bad
Hulbandry and difcontented Loovks of the Feople.
Thefe Sentiments of Juftice are fo natural, that
they frike every Man ia the fame Light, and it
ip to be hoped will do fo for ever.

. A SERMON.

Gen. ),.96- Chap. Verfes 14, 15, and 21.
Ifachar is a firong afs, couching down betaween tawe
burdens.

And be faw that reff was good, and the land that
it avas pleajant ; and bowed bis fbouldzr to bear, and
became a fervant to tribuse. |

Napbtali is a bind let loofe: be giveth goodly
nuords.

E find it very ufuval in the Old Teftament
¥ by the figure of a beaft to point out the
Image of a people.

The text under confideration, is perhaps as apt
gnd lively a reprefentation of Iffachar’s charac-
ter, as any in the whole Bible, or any people
whatfoever ; .and may ferve to difcover the peo-
of Iflachar’s chara@te# down to this day.—

They
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They were a tribe of Hrael, and an inalive
people towards the good of pofterity and mankind
i General ; they loved reft and prefent eafe
more than lhberty, and choofed to be Slaves
rather than exert themfelves to maintain their
liberties. He faw the land was good, and
reft was pleafant to him; he bowed his fhoulder
t0 bear. and became a fervant to tribute to pay
heavy taxes,— We have many fuch Iffachars
in this day,— Qur text is a prophefy m the
prefengy —m——nga thing nfual in the Hebrew
writing'@Wgae—-it is Jacob foretelling the charac-
ter of [flachar, and the contrary chara&er of
Napthtali.

Jacob is the firft that 1s mentioned m fcripture
who preached to affes; but many have been thus
employed fince his time. This is a moft
fhameful monofyllable, when applyed to reafonable
creatures ; e————men endowed with reafon and
underftanding to degenerate fo bafely; what a
falling off is herc!

He was a numerous tribe, far too many to be
fo mean f{pirited. A nation of ilaves is a
kingdom of affes ; it 1s dithonourable reft
and difgraceful pleafure that is eftablifhed upon the
ruin ofg the common weal.

What does thefe burdens mean, which IHfachar
couched down fo decently under ? Civil and reli-
gious flavery no doubt. Strange, that fuch a num-
er of Rational creatures fhould bear two fuch
infupportable burdens! Ah, I had for-
got that they were affes; tor, to be fure,
no people of any rational fpirit could endure
fuch grievous bondage.

But who need wonder at Iffachar’s mean fpirited
condition, when inany of thofe who have the light,
and fit under the teaching of proteftant and re-
formed minifters, have tamely couched dcwn un-
der thefe two burdens of civil and reiigious ops
preflion., Indeed this flovenly charater to’g

. w¢l
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well fits all Burope.————I with it was gone out
of the world.

A horfe is a generous ammal traltable, but
not abjeét ;= fo obedience to Juﬁ laws, and
fubje@uon to flavery, 1s two verv diffcrex chings ;
the firft chara&erizes a people wife and g. ud, the
latter bafe, mean fpirited and ferviie. It i une
derftanding that makes men good fubje@s ~——
Ygnorance makes them flaves. A ftronpg afs, in
the coriginal word, denotes ftrength, but xmphc:a
leannefs. —-—And truly all thofe whggu
' ﬂavery are,poor. We have not a ;
§ was flrong, but not™
Msdnd privileges.

w.l was p!eafant t0 him j——and thus it hap-
pens now, we fit ftill at eafe, trufting to the good
of the land and concludmg, every one, I can
live oot my time in peact and quiet ,-———-forr%eb-

, and mourning not for the afBlic-

~ Wher w thus degenetate, . SMkawill alivays
find fome reaiy to fix burdens On them; for
flavery don’t come in a day, it is a work ¢. ame
to make mern perfe€t Siaves.

Indeed when men aic conquered and OVErPOW -
eved, and forced to fubmit to bordage, it 15 1o
crims ; but wica rthrough lazinefs, and lov. n’ a
little eafe they tgwc up the publick wellure, V' ey
are unworthy of the proiz&tion of Heaven fi_ re-

je@ing its Government, and giving way thu: by
ﬂt!e and little. "
| It 1s wonderful to think what cuftom wi. do,,
it is caiied fecond nature, and juitly fo, for tl.ro’
long ufe and habit, men will floop to, yea heip
to ﬁx on, their owa burdens.

Iffachar frooped down ;. he well deférved a avavy
burden for his meannefs it is a juit rew:id:
for fuch as do not value freedown and
iiberty, before a little prefent eafz, deferve to be
faves. They are bicilings too valuivle kt:a
, b
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be enjoyed without care and induftry to main-
tai them.

‘Providence has ordered flavery to prevail on
fuch as certainly, ®s cold and darknefs does in
a winter's n;ght, that they who make no induftry,
muft lay cold and grope 1in the dark.

It is amazing to think how creatures, of the
fame frame and conftitution, endowed with the
fame power and capacities, Thould become fo fub-
miflively the flaves of others. .

When all the faculties, and paffions are en-
gaged in parfaing their various and proper objeéts,
according as nature direfts and requires, it will
be a .miracle if men do not joftle themfelves clear
of unreafonable burdens. And any people
or mnation who have a trne fenfe of property and
Iiberty will be zealous. to eftablith them for pof-
terity, and feek to propagate them both at home
and ‘abroad. .

" Thefe two burdens, civil and religious oprefi-
on, are laid on by the power of prﬁtes and the
power of priefts. .

Inthe burden ofcivil oppreflion: s contained fo much
as the prince and his officers have need of for
all the purpofes of their pride and ambition ;—
to which paflions there is no end, but will com-
prehend Item for every thing a man poffeflech.

And in the burden of religious oppreflion is
containéd fo much as the prieft-hood have need
of for the fame purpofes ;~——whofle pride and
cruelty exceed that of princes.~—In nations where
it has had a growth, and where it prevails, fuch
as in Popifh countries, where this barden contzins
in it Jtem for all thingsin heaven and in vartls,
here you muft believe nothing contrary to the
judgment ‘of the church j———-but muft believe al-
moft every thing elfe, however abfurd,——the
Bible only is excludeqd out of this heavy buiden.

And in cafe any prove refractory, thereis the
inquifition, which has many fpurs for fuch afles
and they may kick and %uma they will, butmay
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as well think of bringing Rome to Lendon as to
think to throw of this burden.

Here is dungeons, where light or fun-fhine never
enter, The very pittuges of the manfions
of the dead ;e orturest which furies in
council only could contiive, arc here the fad mo-
nitors of obedience to miferable mortals. Strange,
that nothing elfe could be contrived to con-
vince the confciences of men to believe the truth
Jbut what is fit for the moft ftubbern wund flothfu)
animal. Can bodily torture convince the
mind ? Can hunger and pain reconcile contradic-
tion ?—Kind Jefus, this was never thy contrivance,
whofe law is love; whofe conduét is all mercy.

How can kingdoms bear fuch a yoke!/ how
¢an millions of reaionable creatures fugmit o fuch
unreafonable flavery?

It muft have coft much time and pains, and
that too by help of fome infernal fpirit. tode-
prive men thus of their fenfe and reafon ;m————
the huma mind is alfo Bbje& to fad depravity
to fubmit to fuch abje& bondage and flavery.—
€an it be natural to men thus to degenerace in-
10 2 ftate of brutal ftupifattion? So many mil.
lions of rational beings, endowed with moral cd-
pacities, having the full exercife of the coiporal
functions, to fubmit tu be treated like brutes, what
a fhocking confideration ? Could they not have
freed themfelves, by making ufe of thofe powers
the author of natore hath endowed them with?
Abh nc! not now, They have loft
their guide, reafon; that guide of mankind is in-
flaved, and held himfelf a captive by fervile fu-
perftition. | 1

But there is fome original caufe for this de-
fc'heracy from the pure principles of nature. The

eaders of the people caufe them to err ;e———
Reafon is duped by the pafiions;
for, thofe who have addrels enough to com-
mand the one will alfo overcome the other; and
when men’s cyes are put out, they grope ix:i the

| ' ark,
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dark. Oh what can poffefs men in
facred offices thus to play the devil with their
fellow creatares!

Intereft, fordid felf-intereft is the caufe;
the clergy, inftead of pointing out the way of
righteouinefs, do treat their congregations like affes,
and keeps them in ignorance.——But who gave
them that right and fuch preeminence; are not
all men equally free; hath not God of one blood
made all the kindreds of the earth. Bat thought-
lefs mortals gave up their privileges through in-
dolence and 1nactivity. -In gopifh countries,
where mem are no fooner out ‘of the hands of their
nurfes than they fall irto the hands of the priefts,
whofe leading maxim is to keep them ignorant,
and zbje@ively fubmiffive to aN authority,~——how
can they caderftand their intcreft. But them who
firft gave up thofe privileges, juftly deferve to
bear a heavy burden.

But Italy and Spain are not the only places
where people believe abfurdities j~——==in a land
where g::dom has been the privilege and boaft
of every fubje&®, we may, perhaps, find plenty of
affes. You will fay,. not in America, a
land renowned for all forts of liberty ;. —-A
nation to which there is none equal upon the
face of the earth, as we know of. In fome pro-
vinces in America this may have been the cafe ;
but we, in North-Carolina, are not free

—~yet to the king, or to the plan of out
conftitution, nothing can be laid that tends to ef-
fe&t our Liberties. But we have fold that
liberty which our anceftors left us by this confti.
tution to {uch men as have not the leaft pre-
tenfions to rule over us. |

Are we free while our laws are difapproved of
by nine tenths of us fe~——=—Are we free while it
is out of our power to obtain one law that 1s our
choice ? —————Take out our opprefiors them-
felves, and many of our laws are difagreeable to

the ighabitants to a man: And worie than all
’ this,

¢

o
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‘ this, for bad as our laws are, the praftice of them is
worfe, and ouroppreflors have got outof reach of them,

Kings who rule arbitrarily, generally claim their
authority by fome indefeafible right or other ; —
but thofe opgreﬁ'ors of ours have no other claim
but a fale we have voluntarily made to them of our
hberty.. But this was ah unlawful bafgain
of fale; a drunken bargain.

Ye who, like IfTachar, for the love of eafe, or
the gratification of fome {ordid paflion, have fold your
liberties, and fubmit to burdens, as unnatupral as
they are unreafonable,— your chiara&er is
drawn, in. the text, to that of affes. And
worfe than afles you are, who thus give up the
caufe of your country either to civil or religious
dominators.

What a different found has the chara@ter of
Naphtali ; ‘ Naphtali is a hind let loofe ;
he giveth goodly words; he was an aflertor
of liberty. God give all men a knowledge
| of their privileges, and a true ze3l to maintan
sthem. .

Iffachar, I wifh thy children had all died in
the firt generation ;————for thy offspring is too
~ numerous ; they are in church and ftate; who-

ever will attend any place of concourfe will find
many of thy defcendants fo ttupid, that they every
day bring themfelves under burdens the; might ea-
fily prevent.

Some burdens are fixed on us by former ge-
merations, that the moft induftrious cannot get clear
 of now. Heaven grant us help in this cafe.

But fhurely we live under a goverment where
grievances will be confidered if faithfully repre-
{fented ;——and 1t is our own fault if we bear
burdens. The bondage is heavy, and the cry has
 been loud ; but proper means of redrefs is by too
many negleéted.———=It is to be feared we are
not all prepared for deliverance; for if we do not
apply for itearneftly, we do but groan like afles,
and do not beftir ourfelves.

| I fhall
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Ffhall new confider {ome grievous cppreffions
that we labour under.
~ 2dly, Shew the reafcn and caufe thereof ;—and,

3dly, Confider amethod to have them remov-

ed. .
Firf?, The Publick taxes is an unequal burden
on the poor of this province, bK reafon the poor-
eft man is taxed as high as the richeft. Allowing the
taxes to be all neceflary, yet therc ought to be
fome regard had to the ftrength of the beaft; for
all afles are not equally ftrong. We ought to be
taxed according to the profits of each man’s eftate.
And as we have no irade to circulate money, this
tax ought to be paid in country produce. There -
would be men enough to be found to fill all pofts
of office for a faliary paid in produce, as any man
can offord to officiate in an office for country pro-
dnce as well as to farm or follow any other calling,
the chief of which bring in nothing elfe.

This is 4 grievous burden on the poor, as mat-
ters have been carried on, for money 1is not to be
had: And when a poor man’s goods is diftrained,
the pra&tice has been to take double, treble, yea ten
times the value has fometimes been taken away.——
And if they complain, they are not heard ; if they
refift, they are belaboured like affes.

Merciful Lord, would any people rife in mobs
to difturb a peacezble nation if they could help it !
Who is more ready than the poor to venture their
lives in time of war for the fafety of the nation ?
nay it is pinching hunger and ccld, brought on
then. by abufe of officers, that isthe caufe.

A few men may rife in a riot without a Caufe;
and difaffeCted lords and great men may have fuch
ambiticus views, encouraged by fome enemy
prince ; but for the generality of the poor
of a Province to rife, there muft be fome caufe; I
dare fay there always is a grievious caufe.

Neither is it any refle€tion on the king, to fay,
the poor are orprefled; for he don’t make our
laws : *T'is the fubjefts themfelves, li'llc]e,
| the
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the fith, devouring one onother, with this dxﬁ-‘srence,
we are devoured by law.

The narrow limits of our inferior court’s jurif-
dl&lon, and lLikewiic of a nnelc magiftrate, is a

rievous burden on both poor and rich ; and more
%o as we are obliged to fee Jawyers ; and in their
demands thcy have gotabove the law, and have
monopolized the whcie power of the Qourts into
their own hands. Our burdens exceeds Iffachar’s ;
for truly we may be faid to labour under three,
the lawyers ufe us as we do our flocks,
they kill one here and there, or pluck us well,
and then let us run a while to feather again.

We muft make thefe men fubjeét to the laws,
or they will enflave the whole community.
General and private mufters are alfo an unneflary
burden, efpecially in our large counties, the out fides
of which have to ride from thirty to fifty miles ;
and the out fides of a county contain more than
the heart. Going to one of thefe mufters gene-
rally cofts a whole week’s labour.— And
on the whole, cofts the counties at lcaﬂ: a Thou-
fard Pounds each. A general mufter is one week’s
lofs in a year, which is one-fiftieth part of the
year. Four private mufters one week more,
which is ope twenty-fifth part.— Working on
the roads and attending courts, will foon reduce it
to one-twelfth part of our time.———And of what
fervice is all this coft attending the militia Jaw ? It
ferves to bring cuftom two a few ()rdxnary-Kcepers,
and for a day of gmetgeand feafting to a few in-
dividuals, who have been vain 'enough fometimes
to publith fuch a day’s diverfion in diftant Gazettes.

th what indignation muft a poor afs read
fuch a paragraph of fuch vain boafting of fuch a
growd of poor afles, faint with hunger, cold and
thirft, laying out two or three “nights by a fire
an the woogs, to perform this journey ; deftitute
even of a great coat or a blanket; and of no ufe
pnder the fun but to make a fhow of grandeu; to

a few
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8 few who, perhaps, are the moft unworthy in the
county. .

This excefs has not been praétifed perhaps in
many counties ;- But it 1s not amifs to check
it, left it fhould grow, 2and you be tied neck
and heels for the leaft affront, and made to ride
the wooden mare.——1It is enough to make a free-
man’s fleth creep toread this law ; whith
might be more tolerable, were the people allow-
ed to choofe their own officers. It would
be needlefs to mention every circumftance of op-
prefion in this, which is yet but the civil bar-~
den. |

Next comes the religious 3— In this many con-
fcientious good men are debarred from the priviiege
of ferving the publick. Our anceftors fes
cured us fo well from this burden, that it is e.
ven a fhame to fee how we have let thofe laws
creep in over us; which could not be done but
under colour of our confent.

In Britain, the clergy endeavour to make us
believe that tithes and church-rates are of divine
inftitution. 'This pretended right of demanding
church dues, more than the fecular power gives, 15
treating men like affes. Indeed it 1s dg;priving
them both of their money and fenfes at the fame
time. Though men of any religion obey the laws
when once made, yet they cannot believe the church
has any other claim but what the Magiftrate gives
her ; yet, when they pay, they will both
think and fay they are ill applied, and the king
1s badly informed. Chrifhians, though they
may bear burdens, when they can obtain no re-
drefs; yet they are worfe than affes thus tamely to
confent to creating of them ; and when they
kuow they cannot be created without their con-
fent.

To think the pofterity of a people, whofe fa-
thers had purchafed thema freedom with the price
of their Elocd and fortunes, that they fhould

bafely

'
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| bafely fell that freedom fir a pot of ale, and a
fhake of the hand, in flattery and deciet, is

a moft fhocking confideration.

What a weak religion muft it be, that needs
any thing to fupport it but what proceeds from
voluntary confent and good will. It is ftrange that
the Chriftian religion canmot maintain its ground
by the fame means that it gained it.

I was educated my‘elf in the principles of the

chorch of England, and have duly examined moft

other diffenting fects, and I can’t fay any of them
~ is founder or freer from error in their principles
. than fhe. But this maintaining of the cler-
| gy, by eftablifhment, fuppofe it don’t corrupt a
| truc minifter, yet it is the very caufe that makes
ordinary wicked lazy men creep inte orders, pure-
ly for a livelihood or ofhice of profit, to get gain
in an eafy any lazy way.

And as to the diferent fe@s, I look upon all of
them to have been by good men at firft ;
;gld we fee they all degenerate in time as well as

.

- Thefe different fe&ts and opinions are a balance
to the fad depravity which the human mind is
fubjett to; for had nature allowed it to have
been pofible for any one fe& to have been o -
ftablithed by Law, as to have been wholly fecur-
ed from the Attacks of, and from being expofed
by, diflenting fedls, no abfurdity in the
world but could have been impofed on the human
mind. Neither do I know that it is an
article of the church of England to force a
maintenance for their Clergy; or that it is ina-
ny of their creeds, but rather a prattice of Rome,
kept up by the .arnal men among them.———
And I make no doubt but there is carnal men
enpough among the rulers of any of the diffenting
fe€ls to carry a majority among themfelves to
have the fame eftablithment, could they perfwade or
bave intereft enough in the flate to do it.ememmm
8o that while I expofe this antichriftian ;iuﬁicle&
wou
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) would not be underftood to firike at the church of
Yoglind mor: than any other that might have
power to force the fame maintenance.

When the Scriptures is given to make the man
of God perfet, do not ary fe& whatfosver
accufe them of imperfe&tion when they make o-
ther fences againft erior, which are accounted more
fit to guard men agrinft herefy, than the fcriptures
themfclves ?

What occafion to introdue any other Syftem
of Religion either with or befides the {criptures,
if they be fufficient to make men perfe® in all
things pertaining . to godlinefs ? Do men
think they can exprefs themfelves morc intelhigibly
than  the holy {pirit, or commend the truth more
lua:ly to,other men’s confcience ?

2dly To proceed to the fecond head; |
The reafon of all civil and religious impofitions
hath been the fiothfalnefs of the peopls, -
who alt like great men who commit the care o
their eftates to iicwards.  Such men as are intrutea
by the community with their privileges, if they be
not wife and good, will fell them, or give th:m
away. And one caufe of our complaiantsis, that
we look not to our Bufinefs ourfelves ; but think,
as foon as we have elected civil or religious go-
vernors, we may fall afleep in pleafure, indolence
and 1nattention. When they degencrate
into Tyrants, asmuch of the blame lays on the
community as upon them ; -«=for had thofe
who employed them watched over them as they
ought, and given them timely admonition, they
might have prevented them from ruining both
their own fouls as well as the publick nte-
reft. |

The indolence of a people is a temptation to
governors to turn ufurpers. In 4 fre.. coun-
try like ours, where aflembly-men are voted Dy a
fiee Ele&ion, and are not to be perpetual, it
would be eafy to have all the laws agreeable to
the lody of the p¢:opl<;\./I We loof¢ our liberiy by

an
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not aflerting it properly. —[t ferves no
purpofe to cry out againft goverment and officers
if we don’t properly beftir our{elves.

One reaion why we have {o few men who con-
cern themfvives properly in maintaining our
rights, is a very- capital error that prevails a-
mong mcft diffenting fe€ts, that this is a  bufi-
nefs that belongs to the world.

Chriflians is the light of the world~—-this is
a moft certain fruth; and when the ftate
is deprived of the light of fo muny chriftians as
is among diflenters, her light becomes almoft

uite darknefs. For there isa certain proportion
of chriftians in all ages who ought to be the
light of the world, and to govern the churches.
The government of their particular charches,
fet up among one anoiher, is only helps to
the government over the whole; and is no ways
“different in its nature. So that if it §), neceflary
to choofe chriftians to fitin fvnods, pMfbiyteries,
aflociations or yearly meetings, fo it is meceffary
to have fuch in aflemblies.

I fhall now proceed to the 3d head, to confider
of a method to remove theie burdens,

When the time of an ele€tion coms on, and
thofc men of the world, who rule by wealth, and
wb ¢ bufinefs it 1s to corrupt their fellow fub-
jedts, and cheai them Ly fattery and corruption;
out of their liberty come to afk your voteg,—
do you defpife their offers, and fay to them,
Yoar money pernifh with you. :

Canit be fuppofed that fuch men will 12ke care
of your intereft who begin with debauching your
morals, and ruising your {fouls by drunkennefs 7=
Will that man have the leaft regard for your ecivil
intereft and property who firft attempts to ruim
z:ur virtue ? -What opirion muft they

veof fuch people, who, for a tew days riot and

gluttony
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gluttony will fell their liberties, but that they are
afles, that want to be watered ?

While men are thus flaves to their lufts, they
will never be free.  Men that de {o eafily fell their
{fculs willnot value their country. Where
there is no virtue, there can be no liberty ;=—m—
it is all licentioufnefs. What Iffachars are fuch
Pecple who gives their votes for a man who
neither fears God nor loves mankind! who, by
thc very methodethat he purflues to obtain his
eleftion, deferves to forfeit the favour and efteem
of all lovers of virtue and honefty. Whom can
they blame for their oppreflion but themfelves;
their own hands do make the fetters by which they
are bound. Thofe who lay out fo much money
upon an eleftion, hasit in their view to make
you pay for 3t in the round,

Secondly, Forever defpife that man who has
betray’d the liberty of his conftituants; this will
lay a reftraint vpon the venal difpofition of fuch
as Incline to fell their country for Preferment.
It would be a check to hinder them from going
into the fchemes of a Governor. Never
{fend thofe who depend on favour for a living, or
on the perplexity of the laws, nor any who have
ever difcovered a want of good principles.

North-Carolinians, if you remain under thefe
burdens, it muft be your own faults; you
will ftand recorded for affes to all generations if
you do not affert your piivileges before it is too
late to recover them.

It is not difloyalty, nor injurious, to give
Inftrutions to .the candidates you choofe, and take
theirfolemn promifeand obligation, that they will fol-
low thofe inftru@ions. This is far more noble
than rioting a few days in drunkennefs. Affembly-
men are your fervants, and it is but reafonable
they be made accountable to yoa for their con-
duét.

Mark any clerk, lawyer or Scotch merchant, or

any fest of men, who are conneted with car tatr
' compin: “s.
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companies, callings ==’ (~minbinations, whofe in.
terefts jar with the ntered of the pablick good.- ..
And when they come to {dicit you wity, invi-
tations to e¢ntertaininents, &c. thun them as you
would the peflilence,~————=Send a imin 'whois
the choice of the country, and not on¢ who fets
up himfelf, and is the choace of a party; whofe
intereit clathes with the good of the publick. Send
a chrifian, or a man whom yoeu think in ‘your
confciences is a real honeft good man ;e
for this is the chriftian, let his behiet, as o creads
and opinions be what it will. |

Beware of being corrupted by flattery, tor
fuch men ftudy the art of managing thofe {prin;s
of altion within us, and will eafily make uos flaves
by our own confent. There is more pafl -
ons than one that thefe men work upon ; there is
drunkennefs, love of honour, flattery of great meu,
love of intereft, preferment, or fome wayldly ad..
vantage.————=—="They, by taking hold of thefe
fprings within us, infenfibly lead wus into bon-
dage. |

%thn any man, who has much of this world,
Jo that his intereft weighs down a great number of
his poor neighbours, and employs that intereft
contrary to the principles of virtae and honefly,
any perfon of the leaft difcernment may fee he
is a curfe to the nation. -

When men's votes is folicited, or over-awed
by fome fuperiors, the eleion is not free, e
Men in power and of large fortunes threaten us
out of our liberty, by the weight of their inte-
reft. ’

North-Carclinians, Are you fenfible what you
are doing, when, for fome imall favour, or fordid
gratificatior, you fell your votes to fuch as want
to inflave your country ? mme——=you are publith-
ing toall the world, that you are afles. emmmm————-
You are defpifed already by the fifter colonies.—
You are hurting your trade; for men of publick

i generous
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generous  fuir’ts, who have fortunes .o pror.
trade, are di'couraged {rom cominy ameng you.

You are alfo urcouraging yeur owr aflembly.
men to inflave you; for when they, who are eleét.-
ed, fee that thofe who had a right to elett them
had no ccucern for their true intereft, but that
they were eleted by chance, or power of their
own, or fcme great man’s intereft, fuch men will
be the more ready to vote in the affembly with
as much indifference about the intereft of their
conftituents as they had in voting them in.

You raay always fufpeft every one who over-
awes or wants to corrupt you; the fame per-
fon will 'cad you with burdens. You may eafily
find out wno was tools to the governor, and who
concurred in paft aflemblies tc .1y burdens on us,
the edifice, paying the woops, the ailociates {a-
lanes, &c. Send not one of th2m ever any more ;
let thean ftand as beacons: fet a zaark ~n them,
that ages to come may hold their mem¢:ies in ob-
horrence.

May noi Carolina cry and utter her voice, and
1ay, That fhe will have her publick accounts fet-
tled ; that fhe will have her lawyers and officers
{ubje@ to the laws. ~That fze will pay
RO taxes hnt what are agrecable to .aw, e
That fhe wiil pay no officer nor lawyer any more
fees than the law allows. —'T'hat fhe will
hold conferences to cenfult her reprefentatives,
and give tham inftractions ; and make it a con-
dition of their eleion, that they aflert their pri-
vileges in the aflembly, and cry aloud for ap-
peafcof all oppreflive laws. o

Finally, My brethren, whenever 1t 1s iz your
power, take care to have the houfe of aflembly
flled with good honeft and faithful men ; and
encourage and infiru& them on all occafions : "And
be fure to let your elections be no expence'to

them, .

SERMON
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SERMON IL

NumBs. xxii. 25p——3j0.

| And Balaam rofe up in the morning, and Jaddled bis
afs, and ent awuth the princes of Moab.ome—And
the afs faid unto Balaam, Am mot I thine afi upon
avbich thou baft vidden ever fincz I avas thine ?

HE RE muft be forme matter of impor-
tance on hand, no doubt, when a man
of Balaam’s character is up fo early. —— The
i king of Moab had fent for him, promifing him
 riches and honoar on certain conditions, #e wwit, if he
f would come and curfe Ifrael.
| The leaders and tcachers of people in all ages
have been well difpoied to {ferve men in pow-
er.—— —We have feen the leaders of divers fefts
of chriftiaas, who was lately empioyed the fame
v a But it is neceflary to know firft what
Bthis curfe meani. |
The greateft part of ftates-men in almoft eve-
ry age meant no more by religion than to make
|t an engine of Rate-policy, or a tool of fecular
) intereft ; for the common people will mot always
j {ubmit to the oppreflive means of rulers, with-
out the help or the influence of their 6wn teach.
ers. And we maft obferve, that though Ba-
laam feems not to have been of the fame rehigton
of the king of Moab, yet many, or the greateil
§ part of Balak’s fubjefts, might have been of Ba-
saam’s religion, which made it neceflary for the
king of Moab to apply to him.
| igad we as many to inftru&t us truly, as in
| fa we have to feduce us, we thould find things
very diffrent from what they are; for
when both the civil and religious rulers are en-
igaged in one intereft to feduce mankind, if the
| Almighty was not at the head of the adminiftra-
- .. tion,
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tion, it is hard to fay where the end might
be.

Well, by the correfpondence between the king
of Moab and Balaam, we find the concern .was
about the growth and advances of an ignorant
people, who had lately revolted from under their
tatk-mafters, the Egyptians. | |

Well, Balak, was it from thee, and thy prophet
Balaam, that ftates-men have all learnt to apply to
the prophets of.all or any religion to curfe and
give a bad name to God’s peculiar and chofen
people ; which all fuch are, who engage together
to throw off the yoke of flavery, and are advanc-
ing from under Egyptian bondage to a land of
treedom and hberty ? .

Whether they learnt 1t from thee or not, they
have never failed tojoin in an alliance on fuch
occafions.

Ifrael, no doubt, bad a good name among the
king of Moab’s religious fubjeéts; for fuch would

natarally, from a love of liberty, incline to favour ;

Ifrael, and encourage them in their journey, rather
than hinder them. Thercfore there muft
be fome methnd found out to give them a bad
name. Sermons muft be calculated to render them
odious, before he could raife troops, or raife his
militia againft therg. ‘This was the carfe ;
Balak fays, them whom thou curfeft is curfed ;——
that is, give them a bad name, and preach a-
gainft their proceedings, and all thy followers
“l:i” engage with {pirit and refolution againt
them.,
Something like this we have feen in our day.
Perhaps it iappcned with Balak (which obliged
him to have recourfe to Ballaam) as it did with
the officers of our province, in the cafe of the
regulation, that was, that his own prophets, per-
haps of the eftablifhed religion, told him, if he
- would do juftice, and a& fair and realonable with
thofe pecple, he need not raife a man againft

- them. y
"
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. Tt is a wonder Balaam, who byall likelihood,
was a diflenter, who generally are lookedon to ..
be more pious than thofe of an eftablithed re-
ligion, fhould thus fall —=but Balak tempt-
ed him with honour and riches. A ve-.
ry ftrong temptation I confefs, befides the nove!. "
ty, for 1 fuppofe Balaam never received a lette:
from a governor before in all his life, nor ever
had the honour to dine with one before.

Moft people I find account Balaam a wizard
or conjurer, rather than a good man;
for my part 1 fee ro reafon from the Scripture
account of him to think fo, but that he had
hitherto been a very good man. And though he
was too far taken in this fnare, yet he feenlls to
have ftruggled hard, and ftood to the truth, to
the laft, infomuch that he loft his preferment.

If Balaam muft be accounted fuch, a very bad
man, becaufe he fell before this temptation, what
fhall we think of our modérn prophets, who did
. not hefitate one hour, but joined with a much
Jefs temptation, (honour only, for I never heard of
any money) and made no bones to curfe, or give
a bad name to a fimilar people; yeabtut off fonte
of their own members, and join with a fett of
ander officers, whofe a&ions and extortions the.
laws, though handled by themfelpes, have condemn-
ed; and were it. poflible to reach the Royal
Ear, with our juft cries againft them, He would
abhor and deteft their wicked combinations.

Balaam, I confefs, loved the wages of unrigh-
teoufnefs too much ; his condu&t with the Almigh-
ty feems to have been fimilar to fome men who
have too ftrong a defire after drink, or to grati-
fy fome other luftful pafion, who will plead with
confcience, and contrive a hundred ways to gain
its confent. =] have heard a drunken man
{ay, he has made excufes in himfelf to go out with
his gun, and kept wasgking all day in his mind,
till he bad got the tippling-houfe between him
and hoge, when he has inftantly got in a great

hurry
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burry to get home by the dram.thop, and arpu.

ihg, that now he really needed one dram ;———has

got fo blinded by this time as, like Balaam, ne
more to fee the angel that ftood in his way.

We generally get in a harry of bifinefs be.
fore we can lofe fight or get thut of our guide.
Lo, Balaam getsin grea: hafte, was up
early, and faddled his afs,

And no doubt but his heart was fall of the
hopes of the rewards, full of great expe@ations,
and perhaps was telling over.in his mind what
large fums of money he fhould bring home, and
how he fhould be honoured by the princes of
Moab ; and ,meditating, may be, what a . pious
work he wodld put the money to. The
lord had given him leave to go, but no doubt he
ought to have kept cool ang refigned, and not
have got in fuch a hurry, and filied his mind
with fuch proclamations, that he could not fee his
gaide that was to dire@ his fteps. Well, heis {o
tfind, however, that confcience was invifible to
Ajm, ~————smewhen, on 2 {udden, the afs ftarted

#ide, and cruthed his foot againft the wall.

t ' 'Phis afs feems Yo refemble the people over
whom the prophets are wort to rule, who never
are apt to ftart afide any more than afies, un-
til the madnefs of the prophets become fo- vi-
fible, that forces one now and then to reprove
them, who, perhaps, ncver opened their mouths
before. B

When the Lord opened the mouth of the afe
to fpeak in humaa ftile, one would have thought
it would have frightened -any man almoft out of
his fenfes,~——=—=But Balaam was not eahly
frightened,” but he was for caining apd killing
her.

So when any poor afs now a-dzys opens her
mouth in human ftile, or by way of teaching
and reproving the rulers, they ufe him as Balaam
did his afs, canc him m§1 difcipline, and thrcahtf;
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him with excommunication as the pharifees did
the man who was born blind.
And Balaam’s afs fpoke much like the com-
plaints of an inflaved people. Am not [ thine
afs }
Balaam had his afs faddled and prepared for
mounting before he got on to ride ; ————{0 like-
wife it requires fome pains and furnitare to pre-
pare a people to bear a yoke of flavery .~
In the civil adminifiration, their general cry is to
maintain courts of juftice. In matters of
~ religious concern, 1t is necefiary to have the peo-
ple well prefwaded of the rights and importance
of the clergy, and the divinity of creeds and ca-
nons of churches, before they will fubmit to be
mounted and ridden like affes.
The Jure Divino of epifcopacy and prefbytery are
pieces of furniture that prophets preparc-¥or their
afles. e——And when once they can perfwade the
people they have power to make laws that binds
the confciences of the whole community, they have
the feat of their faddle made.
Then they muft have a deal of ftraps, girts and
other furniture, as well to bind it faft on as to
fit ealy, commodious and decent ; ' befides,
aﬁ{gaﬁ' in their hands to belabaur fuch afes as flare
afide. .
The difcipline of churches, by which they if-
fue excommunication and cenfures, refemble this
ftaff ; forit is evident, . when chriftians begin to
think for themfelves, and queftion the inFallibi-
ity of any of their laws or creeds, if they are
ever fo well convinced in their own minds, or if
confcience fland ever fo much in their way, asthe
angel before the afs, it is no matter of confe-
?uéncc to the prophets that rule them, they mutt
uffer for their impertinence, and be belaboured
for their difobedience.
plain as fimple as the afs,
afles ?

And many cem-
are not we your

s Thoere
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There are fome that flart now and then, who
continue on their way; they are ever crying out
againft degeneracy in churches and church gover-
nors, but continue good fubjeéts, and bear all their
impofitions. ~Thefe are braying noifey sfles
1its true, but thcy mean nothing. ~]1f they
are ftarted now and then by confcience, God’s
meflenger flanding in their way, ye: a degree of
fourd difcipline, which may affett their reputati-
on or worldly intereft, will make them return to
the oid path, and fay, are not we thine affes ;
and be ready to make fome other apology befides
the truth for their canduél ?

The articles and creeds oi iome churches ;—and
the Confeflion of Faith and Order of Baptifm a-
morg the Prefbyterians je—we———and the book of
difcipline, fringed with Barclay’s Anarchy of the
Ranters, among the Quakers, are like the two
great laps of Balaam’s faddle; ~all which
15 to be well girted on by the ftreng terms of
words ; agreement of the Weftminifter Divines;
-authority of the wifdom of the truth, &c.
~——DBy fuch trappings as thefe, the clergy 1s
fupported ; for they could not ride without their
faddle. )

Were the common people once to reccive no-
thing as their creed but the Scriptures, the cler-
gv would foon have no more authority than what
their good fervice and good converfation procur-
ed them. Good men will glways refpect them
as long as they are examples of goodnefs, and
condefcend to men of low degree; but will laugh
at clerical jurifdi@ion, and rejet all religious dic-
tators.

When mankind are once’inftruéted in their na-
tural and conflitutional rights and  privileges,
they will not only complain, but firuggle hard to
get clear of oppreflion. .

Wife men know what it is to obey juft laws,
but wiil never tamely fubmit to flavery and bond-

age; to fubmitto arbitrarv government without re-
+ fiftance,
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 fiftance, argues the want of a ienfe of the rights
of human nature, apd of our conflitutiens.

The firft flavery that men are generally brought

ander, is that of the mind; for while the mind
als freely, and is kept clear of the chains of ig-
_morance and prejudice, it would be very diff-
cult to enflave them.mme————It therctore requires
the aid of falfe Teachers to feduce mankind be-
fore a ftate can deprive them of their civil liber-
ties and privileges. It is a moR certain fad,
though not often noticed, that the blenling of
civil and religious offices, facred and {fecular
things, has been an introdu&ion to lavery in all
nations where arbitrary goverment has been intro-
duced.

When minifters afflume the province of a magi-
Jtrate, to make laws, and punith diffenters, they
come lords over the people in a doutle refpe@ ;—.
then men will not dare to exprefs the Truth; be-
caufe of a double danger of being hearuly curfed
by the prieft, and feverely punithed by the magi-
firase 5 the mind being thus crampt in her 6perati-

D ons, turns fervile in her affetions ; the confequence
1s ignorance and bondage.

This alliance alfo makes the teachers indolent in
the difcharge of the moft material part of their du-
ty ; which 1s to inftru& men in the Principles of
knowledgc, and free their minds from the power
‘of ignorance. This they cannot do without
firft teaching them the rights of private judg-
ment, and the liberty they have of judging for
themfelves in all things which refpe® the confci-
ence. But when their advantzge does not rife
from_their ‘infirafling mankind, bat in keeping
them ignorant of their troe interef, they will fel-
Jdom: be difpofed to teach them what would foon
Jet them irto the fecrets of their policy,——
For did men underftand their own liberties, the
clergy would have no affes to ride upon to car-

o them to riches and preferment. | i
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If mankind confidered themfelves equally con.
v~rned with what pertained t> their confcience,
ai.d that they muft anfwer for themfelves in the
day of judgment, they would never give confent
to fuch an alliance, where the right of individu-
als to judge for themielves in matters of the laft
confequence is entirely taken away.

It .naiters not apin what religion it is that is
eft-bifhed ; for if the civil power would make a
law for circumncifion, and annex em@tuments to it,
the prophets would train affes to fubmit to the
flavery. :

Even among diffenters, where the clergy get mo-
ney only by voluntary confent, it is evident that
too mady men of hypocritical and corrupt prin-
ciples do creep into thefe livings: And though
many more inake a pretty good figure of chnfta-
pity in common calm times; yet when Balak
tempts, or perfecution threatens, they give way.
None but a true minifter of Jefus Chnit
will ventare their lives and fortunes for the theep,
or for their privileges and hberties ; and
this number is generally very fmall, while the
others are very namerous, by reafon they have fo
much encouragment; for there is {carce a man,
of ever fo mean a chara&er, who aflumes the
prophet, but will find pleniy of afles to aniwer
kis purpofe.

But who ‘would think that: any of*“this charae-
ter could be found in America, the very toaft of
nations for pretenfions to freedom and liberty ?
e——eemeYet, true it is, herein we may find
flav s 1» abandance ; and mcre particularly in this
procince. Here we fhall find men called freehol-
dirs, voting contrary to their confciences, bear-
ing burdens like Iffachar through their own floth
anﬁ want of fpirit. ~Herc we may find
juftices of the peace who dire not difcharge their
confciences, nor make ufe of their own judgments
to adminifter jaftice, for far of the power and

frowns of lawyers,——=-—m=Here we fhall find
men.
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men cplled free-thinkers conforming to orher men's
creeds —re—=Here yon may find oaths and teits
impefed to kesp conicientions good men from ferva
ing the publick.———==And here you may 2o find
many of the fons of Balaam tobreak t!.c ftubborn
and perverie temper of untraftable afles, having
in caftedy all the trappiag and furniture fm.ix}g to
keep them dn order. Here you find fome
flaggering under a burden of taxes;
Some under qeftraints net to fpeak, or ~~en fwear
the truth; fome with articles of religion, fome
with tefts, f{ome with creeds and covenants, and
fome with ocaths ; and upon the top of thefe bur-
dens, 1n order to guide tge afles, fome of Balaam’s
children always fitting : Whe, at every dareatning
of their tyrannical mafters, after flarting a little,
returning and faying, Are not we thine affes, upon
which thou hat ridden ever fince we were thine?

Ite E N D.

P. §. There is ore thing more that I thiak ne-
ceflary to inform the puback of, which 1s this;
When we were fo difcouraged and atiacked by our
ofhcers, Scotch merchanis and Balaams, as you
may fec before, and at the meeting of 218 of
May, No. VII, We at that meeting came .to a
refolution, that if the governor was againft us,
and we could get no redrefs no way, we would,
rather than rife if riots, agree not to go to law
at ail, but leave ocar Differences to arbitrations;
and accordingly we had a fubfcription paper for
that purpofe : But when it was read,- our oppof-
ers feemed to refent it as more criminal than all
we ever had done before.——wwee—eFowel, who
waited on the Governor at Brunfwick, had this pa-
per with hira ; and as be was complaining of the
court, &c. the governor fays to bim, Why does
the people go to law ome with another ? 1f they

t {0 hittle jaftice ..t the law, cat’t they leave their
gﬁrcnccs to arbitration, |

Howel
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Howel replies, We intend to do fo, and have
a paper drawn up for that purpofe; which, if
your Excellency pleafes, you may perufe, and pite
1t your approbation. ‘The Governor read it,
and got in as great a paffion with it as our offi-
cers did; and ordered Howel to burn it,
which I fuppofe he did; for it was never feen
among us fince. But atour laft fitting in Affem-
bly, we having fent a bill to the w+oer houfe for
a fingle juftice to try Five Pound{ i€l a Bill lay-
ing greater Penalties oh lawyere™6r extertion,
arnd for better explaining the former law in that
cafe ;—But as the bills were detained, the fame ex-
pedient prefented itfelf to the membets, and a
large number out of the houfe céncluded to enter
into fuch a refolution, to recommend it to their
conflituents not to trouble the law at all, and fo
ftarve out our adverfaries, fimilar to the general
refolutions of non-importation of Britifh goods.—
But many being taken fick, and the Governor dif-
folving them, every one being in a hurry home, I
fu]ppoge it was forgot, ,
I being informed that the very fame thing was
on foot in feveral courties In Maryland, and on
my relation of thefe mctions with us, the Mary-
landers beged me to puth that motion, for that if
ever it took place in onc province it would take
immediately in all; for that the Qpprefion we fu-
ftain by the lawyers combinations, and ulurpations
over thelaw, and ingrofiing the whole bufinels
of the conrts into their own power, is one of the
greater evils we labour uncer, and are in danger
of ; therefore I have accordingly added this to re.
mind our members, and their conflituents to give
them in charge, not to forget this another time.

©7 The reader may eafily obferve, the foreice)--
ing piece to be an unfinithed work, not only be-
caufe the fene is ngt ended, but, even fo far as
we have goue, it is like ‘a rich lady firiped of
her rich attire and ornaments, and reduced to the

datdy
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habit of a flave; or like a confufed handful of
rich kernels picked ovt of the fheels. The
occafion of which was the necefity we were in tn
pick out only the moft material  parts of what
would hLave afforded a much larger and neceffa-
ry piece, and that not only to fave the ex-
pence, but, in reality, becaufe we were pinched for
time and opportunity., -So that we expect
this effair will not end without further particu.
lars worthy °  otice; which, perhaps, will be
hereafter pub.dued with a fecond edition of this,
with an addition of its ornamentsand attire.

To fill up this laft half theet, we will add fo
much of a piece that our Gevernor fent to our
lat affembly as v+ can infert in it; which
will fhow that eur jealoufies of the bad application
cf the publick money were well grounded; the
piece 1s as follows, viz. .

Nerih-Carolina, Neawbern, Obober 31, 1769.
’ HE Fa& is too well known to admit of a
Denial, that in a long Courfe of Years paft,
great Sums of the Public Money have been loft
by the Negligence or Iafolvency of Sheriffs, and
other Collettors, with their Sursties.

And 1t is prefomed, that in the fame Courfe
of Time, confiderable Sums have fank, after they
were lodged in the Pulic Treafury, where~f no Ac-
count has hitherto been made.

A Law of this Province, lately paffed will, if

executed with Vigour, probably, in agreat Meafure,
prevent, for the T ne to come, the firtt of thefe Mif-
chiefs ; and a Law to prevent the latter, might be
of great public Utlity, for Mankind never part
with their Money, cither for private or public Be-
refit, {oreadily, as when affured that it muft be hos
neftly applied for the Purpofes intended.
A counftant, regular, plain, and uniform Me-
thod of keeping the.Looks of Accounts of the Pub-
lic Revenue, and of ftating an?' Jettling thefe Ac-
counts, may prevent fuch Ahufes, and make it
extremely difficolt, i€ not imprafticable, to e¢m-
bezzle the Public Money . memamm




