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I denied Payment of them, as I looked on them ta
be of no Force; and the Lawyers urged Honour
in the Cafe. |

Upon which I told them to quit the Obligations,
and I would pay them as much as I could do with
Honour, and without being laughed at for a Fool.

However, they have {ued for the Obligations;
and for the Information of the Publick,
and all Concerned for Juftice, I would inform
them, That our Law, by Chap. IV. in Seftion
the 2d. of Volume 1ft, Page 111, allows an At-
torney Thirty Shillings for a Suit in the General
Court, and Fifteen Shillings in the County Courts ;
which, as by the Precamble to the faid Law may be
feen, was thought fufficient to compenfate an At-
torney for his Trouble for profecuting or defend-
ing any Suit or Caufe in any of the faid Courts
in this Province.

And in Page the 10th of Volume the 3d, in
44th Seftion, a Lawyer’s Fee is declared to be
Thirty Shillings in the Superior Court; and in
the Fee Bill, Attorney-General’s Fee is to be in
common Suits the fame as another Attorney, which
implies uther Attornies Fees were alceriained.
Neither are they authorized by any Law to take
more ; ncr is there any other larger Fees any where ..
eftablithead. N

And by the Law, in Page 140, Sefion 11, any
Ferfon or Perfons whatfoever are debarred from
creating, making, demanding or receiving any o-
ther Fees than fuch as fhall be eftablithed by the
Governor, Council and General-Aflembly.

Here is no Exception made of Lgwyers.
The Lawyers will attempt to urge, that any
Tradefman has a Liberty to make a Bargainy and
fer a Price on his own Work, according as be does
his Work j=——-for, fay they, if we muff be con-
fined to the lawful Fee, we will do no more for
that Fee thau the Law obliges us to do.

To the firft I fay, No Tradeiinan could be at

fuch Liberty were there the fame Laws prohibiting
‘ them,
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them, and fetting Bounds to the Prices of their
Work as there is 1o Lawyers Fees.
Neither is there the fame Reafon to fet Bounds
to the one as there 15 to the Other jmmmm—. «for
it one Man will have Finery and Superfluity on
a Piece of ‘work, and pay a high Pnice for it,
this does not oblige his Nei}ghboux to do {o too.
Whereas by giving a larger Fee to a Lawyer than
1s fufficient to compenfate him, raking one Action
with another, for his Trouble and Experce in
profecuting or defending any Suit or Caufe, fo
far as is neceflary and jutt. fofar the Law obliges
him to; (in Anfwer to the laft Part of the Objeéti-
on.) Ifay, by one Man’s giving more, it is at-
tended with this Evil ; fuch Attorney can afford
and will fludy fo much Sophiftry and falfe Argu-
ments and Gloffes, that will blind Influence and
confufe the Jury, as makes it neceflary for the o-
ther honeft Man to run to the fame Expence, juft
to unravel and undo the falfe unneceflay Work the
other has done ; and in all this Coft and Expence
(which is not only their Fees) there is not the leaft
Benefit; nor isitin the leaft conducive to come
at Truth and Juftice, but quite contrarily renders
it pbfcure and Dark: And at beff, where the
Farties are equally vcked, it makes the fame Ju-
ftice coftly and, hard to be come at, and ferves to,

encreafe an unn¥teffary Number of Mang.s#-1)
yers, who might be ufeful Members OF Sofiét)
i following other neceflary Bofinefs. And this
Evil has always been forefeen by all Legiflative
Bodies, who have bounded their Fees by the Laws.
= But Man’s Ambitinn, who are contentj-

ous <one againft another, has prompted chem to fuch
a willing Compliance to the Layer’s Avarice, in
Violation of thofe Laws, that in this Province,
and perhaps all others, this Evil has grown {o,
that it Aftects the peaceable honeft Man fo much,
that the Lawyers has become the greateft Burden
and Bane of Society that we have t.oﬁi’hg ¥le under;
which Inftances are fo nuricrous, it weuld be te-
dious




( 53 )

didus to mention more than -a few Inftances.
Firft, they have by thefe unlawful Means been
ﬂn owered to calculate the Laws to {uit their Pyr-
ofes ; and where a contentious Fellow owes an
ﬁone& Man a juft Debt, we will fuppofe it but Five
Pounds, a Lawyer will have Th-rty Shillings for
this Caufe in the County Court, anc{ JFive Pounds
in the Superior if he appeals; where, if the ho-
net Man gains his Aéion, he recovers Seven
Pounds Five Shillings ; and is Six Pounds Ten Shil-
lings out of Pocket, and fo recovers juft Fiftecn
Shillings for his Five Pounds.

And where an honeft Man is indiéted by a Rogue,
he muft pay a Lawyer at leaft Five Pounds; and
if he is acquitted or not, the Coft, bzfides Five
Pounds, 1is the leaft they will look at now a-Days;
and this every Year growing higher Ten Pounds,
and Fifty Pounds in difficult Cafes. And if a Law-
yer may extort of me Five Pounds, why not Three
Hundred or Five Hundred ws as in my own
Cafe; for 1 was acquitted, ‘as will be feen here-
after.

When a Man is guilty of a Crime, and pays
deur for it, he has a Remedy wherewith to guard
himfelf for the futurc, that is, to take Care and
not be guilty a fecond Time; but an honeft Man
has no ﬁcfuge, but is hable to the fame Coft e-
very Year.

If a Man owes me a Debt of Twenty Pounds, I
am fure to be three Pounds Ten Shillings out of
Pocket ; for no Lawyer will touch my Caufe for
lefs than Five Pounds; and I can recover Lut
Thirty Shillings :m———=And many Times they afk
Ten Pounds ; and why not in Time grow as ge-
peraily to Ten.

Now is it not firange what Cuftom will do; itis
a fecond Nature, as it 15 juftly called. For
in this Cafe the Lawyers have pratifed taking Ex-
torrionary Fees fo long, without being punifhed,
either by the Penal Laws or Indi&ments, both
which they are liable to; that they now are har-

dy
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dy enongh to attempt to recover extortionary Fees
by the Law. .
I hope the Province will not be long fo grofly
blinded ; fuppofe I {uffer now through the Stupidi-
ty which Cuftom has biinded us with, o

The foilowing 1s a Copy, of}' the Docket, relat-
ing to the Indi®tments at this Court againft the
Principal Perfons, one on each Side, wiz.

North-Carolina, Hilfbo- T a Superior Court

rough Diftricl, | of Juftice, began
and held for the Diftn& of Hilfborough, at the
Court-houfe in the Town of Hillborough, on the
22d Day of September, 1768.

P RESENT,

The Honourable MarTi~n EpwarDps, Efquire,
Chief Juftice, and@faurice Mooz and Rick-
arp HEnperson, *fiquires, His Majefty’s Aflo- ©
“ciates, &, o

The King Indiftment
agit. for Ignoramus.
Hermon Hufband, a Rout,

Edmond F aning,

George Henry, ,
Fobs Butler, Witnefles,
Jobn Lea,

Za;b. Rogers,

Same Indi&ment
agft. for Ignoramus.
Same, a Rout.

Willicm Holmes,
Georg Henry,

} Witnefles.

Same
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Same Indi&tment
agft. for Ignoramas.
Same. a Rout.

Same Witneffes.

Same } Indiétment

agh. for { A true Bill.
Same. a Rout.

Same Witnefles.

And the Defendaat, by his Attorney, comes and
defends the Force and Injury, when and whe.e,
&c. and faith, that he is not Guilty in Manner
and Form as the Plaintiff againft kim hath de-.
clared ; and of this he puts hhm#&lf upon God and -
the Country : ‘Therefore let 2 Jury come, agree-
able to A&t of Aflembly, to Retrgnize, &c.

The fame Day came the Defendant by his At-

torney ; whereupon came alfc a Jury, viz. Je——
M » B w ’ J —

K » M ——s—e Ry, A it Hooeor, -
J B, ] M- -, and
Reroea W , who being eleéted, tty’d,

and fworn the Trath to {peak, upon the Iffue join-
ed, upon their Oaths do fay, That the Defendant
1s not Guilty in Manner and Form fet forth in
the Indiétment. Therefore it is the Opinion
of the Court that the Defendant be difcharged by
Proclamation, &c.

True Copy.—Teil.
J. Warson, Clerk.

North-
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North-CarolindRciiyME. A T a Superior Court of
rough Diftrilk, juﬁnce. began and held

for the Diftrit of Hilfborough, at the Court-houfe
in Hilfborough Town, on the 22d Day of Scptem.

ber, 1;68.
P RESEN T,

-

The Honourable MarTin Howarp, Efquire,
Chief Juftice, Mavrice Moorg, and Rxcrunb
Hz~nperson, Efquires, hiis Majefty’s Affociates.

Extor '

for Same Plea.
Extor.

The King ) Indi@ment € Pleads
- agft. for \ not
&dmond. Faning. Extor. > Guilty.
- | _lury impannel-
" o s ~ {ed and fworn,
- find the ﬂefcn
X T LF ined On' 'Pm
o | 2y, and Cofts.
Siine Indi@tment
- aght. for Same Plea. 3 Same Entry. .
- Same. ~ Extor. o
Same lnd:&ment |
agR. for Same Plea. 3 Same Entry.
| S&me. .Extoro ‘ .-
, Same ) Indi@tment |
' agft. -~ for Same Plea. » Same Entry
Same. Exuor, “ |
Same Imdn&ment ,.
4 Same Plea. $ Same Entry
r }

i Same }Indlé}ment

- Same
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Same Indi&ment
agft. tor Aute fau Convii&t.
Same. Extor. i

There are many more, but thefe may fuffice. &,

William Butler and two others were tried, and found
guilty, and fentenced to lay -in Prifon fome
Months, and pay a largnginc; but at the

“loie of the Court, tWo cf the Prifoners Broke
out, and the third, though the Door was open,
would not go till he got a Difcharge.

The Goernor’s Men began to die with the
F! x; and the Officers being found puilty, they
grew generally very difcontented and angry.—
The Governor fent a Difcharge after the two
other Prifoners, and a General Paricn, excepting
afew 1n a County, and difbanded all lus Men.—
Nor everdid Men look more theepith and athamed
than they did as they returned, endeavouring to
keep up their Countenance by Hooping and Hoo-
raying for the Regulators.

On the Trial of oneof the Prifoners for refcuing
the Mare, taken for the Taxes, the Attornies
mentioned that the Legality of the {aid Tax was
Difputed ; and one of the Judges, in Anfwer, faid,
That was not a legal way to difpute it; but if
acy one thought the Tax not legal, they oughtto
Indite the Sheriff.

This being obferved by Hermon Hufband, he
confulted Attorney-General, obferving it to him, .
who not only remembered the Advice but con-
curred therewith. Whereupon Hermon Hufband in-
dited one of the Sheriffs; who, being found not
Guilty, fued the faid Hufband for a malicious Pro-
fecution. But the Aflembly being foon cal-
led, anc this being a material Point, and having.
received no Satisfaltion éither from the Governor’s
Anfwer on this Head, nor yet from the Proceed-
ings and Examinatiens the Court made thereon,
we particularly laid .. again before the Aflembly,

H who
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who thereupon refolved, That Three Shillings of
the publick Tax was wrong; or no more to be
collected : Yet, notwithftanding, the Shenifs con-
tinued to demand it of us.

At the next Superior Court, which was on the
22d. of March, 1769, we made {fome farther
Trials at the Law, but met with lefs Encourage-
ment of obtaining Redrefsin that Way than we
had the Court betore.

We minuted down fome of the Trials, which
was in Subftance as follows.

On a Trial, theKing againft E F ,
for Extortion in his having taken Six . Shillings
for Regiftering a Deed.~————He urged in his
Plea, that he was ignorant of the Law, in that
he put another Conftruétion onthe Words, &9,
and that he did apply to the County Court, and
they judged there was Two and Eight pence for
the Deed, and T'wo and Fight-pence for any other
Writing, and 7d. for the Certificate, and 7d.
more for recording the Certificate, in all Six
Shillings and Six-pence ; but that he had generoufly
quit the Six-pence.

Now he had pleaded this like Caufe feveral
" Times before, in one of which he had took
Nine Shillings and T'wo-pence, pleadiag in that or~
Cafe there were two other Pieces of Writing.

Actorney-Generzl, as he had done before, fhewa
ed the other piece of Wriiing, mentioned in the
Table of Fees, to have no Relation to Deeds at
all but Biils of Sale, :.r other Papers that might
happen to want to be recorded; and before he
had obferved that there was no Certainty in the
Matter at all. if it was allowed to make another
Piece of Writing out of the Deed; for, with as
good Reafon, it might be divided into two or ten
Picces of Writing. -

When Attorney General was going to seply to
the Pleaof the inferior Courts Judgment, Fem—g
flopped him ; faying, i give up that, ana lay no
Strefs atall on it. | ~

| Then
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Then- = rofe up, and gave a Charge
to the Jury, to this effeét ;= ‘That though
his own Judgment was one with At:orney-Gene-
ral, and the fame he had Given on the like
Occafion twice before, yet he would remind
them of what C —F om ey alledged
in his own Favour, and fo recounted
over how he had obtained the Judgment of the
faid Inferior Court, who made the Fees
cut thus; for recording a Deed Two Shillings and
Fight pence, for the other Piece of Wiiting
Two Shillings and Eight-pence, and for recording
the Certificate Seven-pence, which makes (fays he)
Six Shillings and One Penny; fothat in the Way
they conftructed the Werds of the Law, he took
One Penny lefs, .

Here Attorney-General fays it comes to bat
Five Shillings and Eleven-pence that way, .

this putting him to a Stand, F g
fays, there was two other Pieces of Writing.—-
uy, fays e ()€ € WAS  tWO  OLnEr

Pieces of Writing, which at Two “hillings and
Liipht-pence a Piece, with the Deed and Certifi-
cate, comes to —— (here he figured a little)
Lignt and Seven-pence, and fo according to this
Way Colonel —F g took Two Shil-
lings and Seven-pence, lefs. ¢,

| have mentioned this to fhow the Difficalty and
Uicertainty of theje methods; by which like
Method all our Officers make out their extortiona-
ry Gills, and fcarce one of them can Make oui a
Bill twice the fame Way, or any two to make out
a Biil to come to the.fame Sum. I have feen ther,
pinched here many a time, and not only in
tns, but when they have lLad a Bill in their
Hand with the Sum in I umps, they could not
muke - anfwer when they undertook to divide
it int  Particulars. In which Extremity, they
gene' |y tell me, that it takes a good Lawyer to
> out a Fee.Bill; and that few Men 1n the

.ince could do 1t but Major M , ;nd
, s
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Mr. Bemmm=——==guin; and Intimated it as Vain
and a Crime for any Common Man to prewnd
to underftand the Fec-Bill.

But they have been put to it what to anfwer
me, when I reminded them, that the Legiflative
Body calculated it for, and fuppofed every Man’
to underftand it, and that it was a Pity every
Officer could net carry Major M » or Mr.
B—— 1, in their Pockets.

However, to procced to the Minutes of Tri-
als, &7r. . |

On a Trial, the King againft John Wood, &9,

The King proved, that $tephen Jones, having
a Writ ferved on John Erwin for a Debt of
Six Pounds; that on ferving the Writ Jones
and Lrwin agreed. But neither of them paying
the Coft, this Sheriff, John Wood, ferved an Ex-
ecution on fones for the Coft, and took there-
upon Fifty Shillings and Eight-pence, exclufive
of Thirty Shillings, which Jones paid a Lawyer.

Attorney-General told the Court and Jury, that
he bad examined the Laws, aud could make out

'no iuch Fees. '

The Judge ordered the Defendant to make them
out; whercupon the Bill was handed up to the
Judge, and he {feperaied the Clerk’s Bill from the
Sherift’s, and Ordered them to make out the She-
riff’s Fees, he being only the Defendant.
The Clerk’s Bill was Twenty-fix Shillings and
Eight-Pence, and when the feperate Biil was hand-
ed up, the Judge afked, what is this Ten Shil-
lipps and E:ght-Pence for? And when the
Detzndan.’s Attoruey fays, for fo and fo, £5%.
The Judge faid, that is already Charged in the
Clerk’s Bill, and 1s Part of the Twenty-fix Shil-
lings and Eight-pence, which [ have feperated.
(  After fome I'ime they handed it up again, but
" he returned it in the fame I anner, {aying, fome

other Part of the Twenty-fix Shiilings and Eight-

pence, was ftill charged over again,
The




The Defendant’s Attornies, for he had two or
three, took: the Law-Book into the Bar, and kept
working at it fo long as tired the Judge fo, that
he began to complain.

Then one of the Attornies began to Read over
the Bill, or fay it over by Head, thus; there is
One Shilling for a Bail Bond, and One Shilling
and Four-pence, for ferving a Declaration,
and was going on, when Attorney-Gencral fays,
there was no Bail taken, nor no Declaration;
the Cafe was immediatly agreed, &c.

After a While, one of them again gets up,
- and fays, And pleafe your Honour, I have
found away to make it out, there was Two $hil-
lings and Eight-pence for Commitment, and Two
Shillings and Eight-pence, for Releafement. e
But Artr _y-General fays, there was no Com-
mitr _nt in the Cafe, nor Bail, I am {enfible.
Where Bail is neceflary, though a Sheriff don’t take
Bail, yet as he then ftands Culpable himfelf, he
might with fome Reafon charge for the Bond ;
but no Bail was neceffary in this Cafe; the Action
was immediately agreed.

The Defendant’s Attorney replies, addrefling
himfelf to the Court; in the ordinary Courfe of
Practire, Bail is neceflary. And Mr. Attorney {look-
ing at him) you allow all Fees to be due which
fhould or ought to have been done,

Attorney- General replies, for my Part, I tell you
I have examined the Laws, and can make out
no fuch Fees. But let the Jury take the
Law Book with them, and if they can make out
fuch Fees, it is nothing to me; for my Part I
can’t: Theaction was immediatly agreed.

Upon tnis the Judge gave the Jury their Charge,
and told them they had to confider hlow much Terror
Sherifls muft be under from the late Difturbances,
¢Jc. And that he had been informed their Sa.
"s 1es were low ; fo that they had this to confider,

that whether, if the Sheniffs are too much dil.
couraged,
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couraged, it would not be hard to get any to
officiate. , |

The Jury found the Defendant not Guilty,
and fealed up their Verdiét till Court fat next
Morning. But we being allarmed at fuch Pro-
ceedings, fhewed the aforefaid Minutes to the Ju-
ry, and alfo to Attorney-General, with the fol-
lowing fuppofition ; upow, which the Jurg WDifa-
- greed to their Verdict. And the Mattc:rfc ng de-
gated over again, they fomnd hirn gullty.

The Suppofition was thas ; with a hittle Amend-
ment, wiz. )

AR ‘ « :
TET us {fuppofe this cafe had been between g
Farmer, Plaintiff, and a Black-fraith, Defendant.

~=wThe Farmer proves that he fent to the
Black-fmith for a Colter ; that he got one which
was not fleeled, and that the Smith dying imme-
diately,——his Executors fent to the Farmer and
demanded and received Thirty-four Shillings and
Six-pence, which he had paid ;—but now had fued
) them for wronging him.

The Plaintiff’s Attorney informed the Court,
that by the Smith’s Book no fuch Account was to
be found :wm=swm—e~The Judge then defired the
Defendant to make 1t Out, e He produced
his Account ftated thus ;

To anew Colier, Weight 10lb. £ o 15 0
"To fix Sharps, - - - . 0 30
To eight Do. - - . - 0 40
To laying the Colter, - =« 0 §O0
To the gurge for 15lb. Iron, - o 76

L 1146

The Judge foon feperated the laft Seven Shil-
lings and Six-pence, being twice charged, it be-
ing included in the firft Fifieen Shillings,emm v
- 8o then the Defendant’s Attornies, . allowing the
8harpings and Layings for granted, had to make
~out that Leven Shillings and Six-pente; and lt‘hfr

ept
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kept Searching the Book till the Judge’s patience
was tired, and he complained. Then one begins tq
fay over the Account; there is a Shilling tor a
Key to every Colter, and One Shilling and Six-
pence for fteel. ~—-But the Plaintiffs’s Attor-
ney fays, there was no Key nor Steel in the Cafe.
e=v—meThen after fome Time, fays one of
them, And pleafe your Honour, I have found a
Way to make it out; here is Five Shillings for
making a Shear to the Colter, and Two 8hil-
lings and Six-pence for Steel, which is charged
in moft Peoples Accounts. ~=But the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney fays, We had no Shear, no Steel
nor Key ; the Black-Smith died immediatly be-
fore ever the Colter was ufed, as has been prov-
en. I am fenfible that by a bad Heat a Black-
Smith’ might put Steel on a Colter, which, poffi-
bly, might drop off before it came into the Own-
er’s Hands; and it might poffible be charged:
But then the Black-Smith ftands liable to put-+ 1
it on, and make it good. -

The Defendant’s Attorney replies, And pleafe the
Court, in the ordinary Courfe of praftice there is al-
ways a Shear to every Colter, and they are generally
fteel’d. And Mr. Attorney, (looking atthe Plaintiffs
Attorney) you allow that Steeling may be charg-
ed, though fo badly put on as to come off; and
with as good Reafon it may. be charged though
not done at all, becaufe in the general Courfe of
Pradtice it ought to have been done, & & &,

A Word to the Wife is {fufficient.

By the Fee-Bill, the whole Coft of this Sujt came.
to but Fourteen Shillings and One Penny, after

reckoning up every Service that poflibly could have
been done, wiz,

To entring Jones and Erwin on

Docket, s - - L o o %2
Entring an Attorpey; the Law al-
lows nothing ; hut fuppofe - o 0o 7

+ Carried forward, L 0o 1 2
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« Brought forward, £ o 1 %
To a Writ, = - - O 1 i
'To ferving the Writ, - - o 5 4
To Calling the Aé&ion in Court, o o 4
Shenff returning it agreed ; no Al-
lowance in Law ; fuppofe - o o 4
Entring the Aion agreed, - o0 0 7
Calling it over agreed, - o o 4
i o 9 2
Draw'n Blll of Coft, - o o 7
Imnﬁg tlon, - o 1
Serving Execuupn, Cne thllmg in, ¢
Pound, - - o o 6
Tax-fee, 1f due, - - o 2 6
Lo14 1

The Governor had diflolved our Aflembly, and
ranted us a new Eleftion on the 1gth of July,
1768, a little before which, the Regulators wrote
the following Addrefs to the Inhabitants ia gene-

ral.

To the INHABITANTS of the Province of
North-Cardina.

Dear Brethren,
| NOT HING is more common than for Perfons who
look upon themjelves to be injured than 10 re-
ent and complain.  Thefe are founded aloud, and
plain tn Proportion to the Apprebenfion 7 ite, Our
Fearfulnefs too, frequently augment our real as avell as
apparent Dangers.  Let us adjuff our Complaints or
Refentments to the Reality as awell as the Nature
of the Injury rectived,

Excefs in any Matter breeds Contmpt s awbhereas firi
Propriety obtains the Suffrage cf ecvery Clafs. The
Oppreffion of inferior Individuals muft only Jdemand Tu-
elage of Superiors 3 and in civil 4M¢tter: our Cries
wld reach the authorative Ear, 'ubea the Waih"

. tos
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that crufbeth defiendeth from the bipher Poawers s
}S’ut when impofed by the Populace, 1o the Populace our
Complaints muff extend. When therefore the
Cry of any City, Province or Nation is general, it
muft be generally direéed to the Souice from wbence the
Cry is caufed.

The late Commotion: and crying Diffatisfalions a-
mong the common Pesple of thir grwina, 15 not un-
known nor unfelt by any thinking Perfon. No
Perfon among you could be at a Loofs 10 find ont the
true Caufe. I dare wenture to affert you all
advifed 1o the Application of the Publick Money
thefe you Jaw mifapplied to the enriching of Individuals,
or at leafi embexzled in fome way awithout defrayin
the publick Expences. Have not your Purfes been pif
laged by the exorbitant and wnlavful Fees taken by Of-

ers, Clerks, &C.m———1I weed not mention the intolerable
expenfrve Method of Recovery by Law, ar?imd by the
narrow Limits of the snferior Court’s Furi/diGion e
Hawve you not been grieved to find the Po-wer of our County
Courts fo curtailed, that fearce the Shadow of Power
is left. This Body, bowever refpelable, is imtrufled
quith [iitle more thaw might pertain to the Furifdidiun
of afingle Magiftrate, or at leaff two or toree Jufiices
of the Prace iw Conjuniion.——=In Confequemce of this,
wery fmall Sums drags us to Superior Courts. '
Thefe muft be attended with all our Evidences, cltho®
many at the Diflance of 150 Miles. Add to this a dou=
ble Fee to all Offcers ; bence ave are made feelingly fen-
fible, that our meceflury Expences, with 1he additional
Cofts, are egual, if mot furpafs the original Sum.

For awbat End was the Furifdilion of the Courts re-
duced to fuch marrow Limits 2 Is it mot to fill the Su-
perior Houfes cwith Bufinefs ? Wbhy has the Auibority
Sfallen upon this awonderful Expedient 7 Is it not evident,
that this was calculated for the Emolument of Lau.-
yersy Clerks, &c. Wbhat otber Reafon can be nffigned
for this amazing Scheme P ~———none Brethren, nome !

Has not the Charges of Goversment been unmeceffarily
raifed, to the great Encreafe of the Publick 1ax ? F
wot tbe Pablick Mongy beew ;utruﬁed in Handy of infup:-

siént




t 66 )

cicnt Perfons, aithout fufficient Securities, or due Care
taken in accounting for, and recovering the fame # Has
not this :Z’ten reduced us to the difagreeable Neceffity
ag“ contributing or paying by Tax the Sum ence raijed—
ut through Careleffnefs or Neghel?, or fomething aworfe,
ufelefsly confumed ?  To what doth this tend 2 is not the
1lue manififily the Impoverifbment of the Country
fatal Confequences.
The Exorbitant, not to fay urlawful Fees, required
and affumed by Offcers, the unmneceffary, not to
| Jay defirultive Abridgement of a Cour?’s Jurifdifion,—
the emormous Encreafe of the provincial Tax usmeceffari-
by ;5 ibefe are Evils of which no Perfon can be infenfible,
and «which I doubt not bas been lamented by each of
you. It muff hawe obliged you to examine from avhat
Quarter Relicf might be found againfi thefe Jad Cala-
mities Invain will you fearch for a Remedy un-
#l you find out the Difcafe. -
- Many are accufing the Leg{ﬂd%ue Body as the Somrcy
of all thofe woful Calamities.——Thele, it muft by
confefid, are the infirumental Caufe ; they can, yea
do” impofe Jome of thefe heavy Bardens. e But
abence received they this Power 2 Is not their Power
delegated from the Populace ? The origindl principal
| Caufe is our own blind fupid Condult.

If it be queried, How doth our Conduct comtribate to
this 2 Anfwer prefents itfelfs awe have ehofen Ferfons
20 reprefent us to make Laws, Sc. awhsfe former Con
dul? and Circumflance might have given us the bij bef¥
Reafon to expedt they avould faerifice the true Interef} of
their Country to Avarice, or dmbiticn, or both., =~

I meed not inform you, that a Majority of our Aj-
Jembly is compojed of Lawyers, Clerks, and others in
Conneition awith them, while by our own Voice aye
bawve excluded the Planter, Is it not evidemt’
ther own  private Interefl is, defigned im the awhole
Train of cur Laws? We bawve not the Iea'rﬂ Regs
on 10 expelt the Good' of the Farmer, and conjiquently
of the Community, awill be confulred, by thoje wume hung
n Favour, or depend on the Intricacies of the Lays.—wm
"bat can be expected from thofe awho bave ¢ver . 0-
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wered a Wani of pood Principles, and avbofe higheft Stu-
dy is the Promotion of :heir Wealth 3 and awith whom

the Imtercf of the Publick, awben ia in Competir
tion with their private Advantages, : red 1o fink £
—nothing le/s than the Ruin of th
Hawve we not bitherto, 1 & great Degree, chofen fuch
Men as bave been deferibed?  Nay, bave 1h:y not
bicm fuch as are dependant ix their Fortunes, avith
great ExpeSatiens from others, or enjoy Places of Bi-
mefit and Truft in the Governmem #  Doth nct Reafon
declare cce might expel fuch cringing Vaflals would
readily [facrifice the Intereft of the Community to the
1dol Self ? ~—dre not juch Perfons utterly dif-
qualified for Jupporting our Rights amd Properties ?
‘ Is it mot bigh Time 10 feck an Antidsie againft
SJuch deadly Poifon, before it atrérly defiroys us 2

But you will jay, awbat i the Remedy againfl this
malignant Dijeafe ? '

1 will wenture to preferibe a Jovereign one if duly ape
plied 5 that is, as yeu hav. wow a fit Opporturlity,
choofe for your Roprefemtatives or Burgeffes fuch Men as

bave given you the firongeff Reafon to believe they are. .0

truly honeft : Such as are difinterefled, publick [pirstedy
who «will not allow their private Advantage once ¢
Laed in Campatition aith the publick Good.

You grant the Prefcription is fovereign : But hows
Sball you obtasw fuch ? I anfwer: Let your Judgment
be formed on their paff Condult 3 let them b fuch as
pave been unblamable in Lift, independant in thier -
Fortunes, awithout Expefations from others s let them
be fuch as emioy mo Places of Benefit under the Govern-
ment 3 fuch as do not depend upom Favoar for therr
Living, mor do derive Profit ar Advantage from the in-
- tricate Perplexity 'of the Law. In fbort, let them be

Men. twb:yf privaie Intereft neither doth wor cam clajh
with the Interefl or fpecial Good of thesr Country.

Are yox ot fenfible, Brosbren, that awe bave too
long groansd in Secret under the Weight of thefe crufbing
Mifchiefs ? How lowg avill ye inthis fervile Manner
Jubjed yourSelves to Slavery?  Now fbews yourfelves to
b Frecuen, wnd for once affirt your Liberty asd mein-

| tain
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sain your Riphts————Tbhis, this EleSion Iet us exers

bm_‘/iiues, and , that we awili ust through Fear,
. Favour or s bow and fubjedd ourfelves to thofe
| wwbo, un of Friendfbip, bave lonz drawn

Calamities . |
Should we mow through Fear or Favour a& as we
bave done, comtrary to Duty and Intereft 5 fo far as awe
do this, «we contribute to all the Mifchicf confequent
upon it. Whrere them is that m _&inf Principle Self-
prefervation?  Will you, car you, voluntarily fubmit
 yourfelves 1o Ignominy and Want ? Theje «usll agran-
Aize themjelMe gnd fwim inyOpulence.

Hae they mot monspolized yphr Properties 5 and what
is avanting but Time to draw from yox the laff Far-
thing *  Who that bas the Spirit of a Man could en-
dure 1his? Who that has the leaft Spark of Love to
bis Country or to kimfelf awould bear the Delufion ?

In a fpecial Manner then, let us, at this Elefion,
roufe all our Powers to aft .ike free publick jpirited
Men, knowing that be that betrays the Caufe mow be-
trays bis Country, and muf fink in the general Ruin.

And as the Iuhabitants of Rowan could get no
" Indi@kments preferred againft their Officers in Sa-
Jifbury Diftri&k, they had fent to us, and J— H—r
- went to their afiftance ; and by the Letter follow-
ing you my form fome Idea how Matters were
carried on, wix. . |

Salifbury, September 14, 1769.

To Mr. HU S B AN D, Reprefentative for
Orange County.
Sir,
GREE ABLEto the Refolutions of a
Committee, held at Jothua T emmm—’s, laft
Month, about fix or feven of us attended Salifbury
general Court to indi€t our Officers; when, to
our Aftonithment, we found the Grand Jury to
Gomﬁfed of our inveterate Enemies, and of
ach as has been our greateft Opprdrora-.-—.-——ffo
oo ‘ e lefs
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lefs that. five of them were 0ld Sheriffs. cmmsmy
In fine, therz were hut two or three but what
were Liml- of the (aw.ewewm=——=However, we
were refolvec o try what Juftice could be obtain-
ed, as we have bern fi. often referred thereto by
the Governor, arc others of the firft Rank in the
Province, who hai {o repeatedly urged us to legal
Steps, afluring vs, we fhould every where obtain the
higheft Juftice ; and one kad told us he always
would be there and fee that we had Juftice : go
relying on thefe Promifes, and being confcious
the Laws way againft them who had fo repeatedly
broke them, befides the Cries of the People was
fo great, and Opprefliors fo many, that we durft
hardly return home before trial made.——————We
applied to Mr. H r, Deputy under Attor-
ney-General, he appeared well pleafed with our
Defign, and aflured -us he would do all in his
Power to ferve us.

A Bill was Perferred againft F e k,
for Extortion, in taking Eight Pounds Five
Shillings of the Widow C -, for the Coft
of an Indi€tment againft her. And the Bill found
Ignoramus it was proved by the Oath of J=——h
H n, that he paid the Money for the
Widow to the Sub-Sheriff for the ufe of the faid
F k; and proved by the Oath
of ] <ee]) , a Lawyer, that he got
the Receipt of the Widow fomé Time ago, in
Order to procure Redrefs for her; but that he had
loft it ; but that it was for Eight Pounds Five
Shillings. And A m C n
proved, that F s s e k afk.
ed him, when he was making out the Bill againft
the Widow, what Circumftances fhe was in; and
he faid in very d, and had money by, her,
If that be the Cafe, fays Fom— k, I muft
double the Bill.

However, the bili was found Ignoramus, &,

Thig
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This Letter was longer: After giving
an .A:count of feveral more Trials, and all found
Ioncramus, they were informed by one of the
Iﬁ.agiﬁrates, which was confirmed by an Affembly-
man, that the Jury wasnot the fame Men which
was appointed by Autharity. o

- This Letter was read before our Afiembly, and
is 1n the Clerk’s Office there. |

Another Petition went from Hilfborough Coart,
which, after reciting over how much the Gover-
nor and Authority had recommended us to the Law,
comes to the Matter in Hand, thus, «iz.

S O that to the Law we muft go to find Redrefs.
Accordingly to Law we went, and the prefent de-
fign of this Paper 1s, in as brief a maaner as pof.
ﬁ%lc, to lay before yoy car Proceedings and Suc-

cefs therein. ,

Before the firft Court happened, Troops were
raifing in all Quarters, as was faid, to guard
the Court.. _ The Effe& of thefe Troops was,
that every Man coming into. Comrt was examined
what Bufinefs he had ; And every one who dared
to own, that it was to complain of Officers, ‘was
ill ufed by the Guards and Soldiery, and fcared a-
way home ; ==but fome few who would pot
he {cared away was ordered out of town by the
Comuanding Oflicers at a few Minutes Warning.
None could ftay but Prifoners, and them denied
of Attornies, unlefs they would give Bonds for
Fifty and to Three Hundred Pounds to each At-
toraey.

_But notwithftand all which, by the Indufty of
one of the Prifoners, fomg was encouraged to come’
back, and threeor four Actions againftan Officerwas
tried, and the Officer convicted, who was fined
One Penny, 5.

During the ’f‘imc to the next Const, all other
Officers, except this one, continued to take the
fime extortionary Fees as hefore ; . And aa Troops
"eing raifed againft us, at the next Court, Deople
locked in to make Informations. But bcﬁdels) t;lge

" i
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Difficult 'y of attending Courts from thirty to fixty
miles, and the Ofhcers threatning to fue for ma-
licious Profecutions, and take all other Advan-
tages of the Law.--—---—-Bvﬁdes all this, the
Attorney-General did not attend the two or three
firt days of Court; fo that moft of the People
had gone Home.

Some Informations, however, was made after he
came, and a few of them tmu, in which the
Ofhcers was all convicted, except 12 onc Inftance,
and immediately that one profecuior was fued.--
Minutes of fome of thofe trials were took down
m writing ; in which are maters fo curious, that
we fuppofe Inftances of the Xind 2re not to he
found elfewhere.

Among other Things, that the Jury was pick-
ed, and calculated of fuch weak and low Capaci-
ties, that when they had agreed on a Verdiét,
and mixed among Men before ‘they gave it in,
by hearing others Sentiments, they difagreed to
it when given in: And this was repeated {o of-
ten, with fuch Marks of Incapacity mixed wish
hontft Principles, that the Confequence was fuch
Confufion and Contradiftion, that the Jury was
difcharged at the Bar, after a Verdi&t agreed to,
and then difagreed. And other Confeflions, that
two of the Jury overruled the reft; and the Afi-
on was continued to the next Court, and this
court adjourned. :

We found, afterwards, thefe two men of the Ju-
rv that mmuled were much prejudiced in favour
of the Officers. This Diicovery put us on
cxamining how the Juries were agpomted and
; ndn v that to be the Province of the Juftices of

nicsior Court, we made fome Com laints of
Lt Um ve to our Juftices, But hearing of
’y’ #k dalifbury before our general Coure
Cers ,m ,Wf- ;’: S pzepared ourfelves for Obfer.

SR he firt we had to make
¥, flﬁxce aid Attorney- Gencuil;

4
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in whom only we had much Confidence, that nei-
thef‘of them was at this court. o
rad. We obferved the Deputy Attorney, and
both Aflociate Judges, lodged with him whom we
Jooked on as our chief Enemy, and Caufe of our
Oppreffions. —S0 that Men of common Mo-
defty was deterred from applying to him. .

3d. We obferved the Pettys Jury was not Pick.
ed’this court, but the Grand Jury was to all In-
tents. . |

4th. We obferved no Petty Jury Caufes were
try’d this Court againft Officers: So that poor
Men, who had attcnded all laft Court, and moftyof
this, (before it was kfiown) and thirty or fofty
Miles from Home, muit attend a third Court.
Some, who had more Boidnefs than others, ap-
ply’d to Dgputi«-' —, and made Information
$ainﬁ the Clerk of the Inferior Court for taking

hree Pounds Four Shillings and Six-pence for
his own Fee on a Common Attachment, e mem—ewes
He told them he maft bave the Informations ia
Writing. —=They found a Clerk, and car-
ries it 1n writing.. Then it wanted a Date,
or Name, and thep fomething elfe, till at length
they got one almoft right; but had gone from
Oftice to Office fo often, that one "of.the clerk’s
 j J— -d them for a Pack of Sohs of Bewpe-s,
and denied ferving them. v

Deputy Attorney came allo out of his Fortifi-
cation intg the Street, and complain’d he had been
fo much harifled, that he was almoft fick.

The Bill againft the Clerk anc fome more, be-
ing at length lgrc:ferred, was all Ignoramus.

ext Day Deputy told W B r he

would hear nd more of us; and as W
b r made Compl’aint of this to the Court,
Deputy faid, it wasa Lie ; and that he only refufed
him on his ill Behaviour; and Al ﬁ%&’ﬂl Wi
Perfon ; running about, takira a5 ikl .
 finefs to do. — But i%__,, kv B adn.
f;;r Butler’s Bufinefs was Nl H o tont
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of the other, according to the Governar's Direc-
tions, was willing to make Informations in Behalf
of the injured. Some made Informaiions to fingle
JuRices for petty Fines ; the Confequence of which
was, Judgment went againit the Defendant for the
Fine, anf againit the Plaintiff for the Cott; and
the Juftice, with a Loud Voice, berating him for
a mean pitiful Informer.

Others applied to Attornies to bring Suit on the
Penal Laws, when they not only found by a late
Law, that the clerks of Courts were hedged in from
the Force of the Penal Laws by ordering Suit to
be brought againft them by a Motion to Court,
and the Juftices to fine them at Difcretion, if it
appcared that they had wilfully extorted, &c. By
aﬁ which, we could underftand the Profecutor, as
Matters now ftand, would get his Labour for his
pains, and the clerk’s clear of any Coft, &c. &c.

‘This Letter, which contained much - more, was
alfo read before the Aflembly in October, 1769,
and is in the Clerx’s Office there.

We draw now. near to an End, for aur Affem-
bly vas diffolved pefore they could do any Bufi-
nefs of Confequence; fo that all Things are left
in Confufion and Diforder, We had thirty odd
new Members this feflion; and we hope a few
more of the old Ores will be left out againft ano-
ther. We thall conclude, witha Plea in Behalf of
a Motion that was made in the Houfe laft Sef-
fions for encouraging the firft Settlers of the Back
vacant Lands ; —and two other Pieces, 1n-
tituled, Sexmons; Leing an Abridgment of a
‘Pamphlet of a late namelefs Author.

The Order in which we fhall Proceed in the -
Plea is, Firff, to give a Relation of the Circum-
ftances that the Petitioners, (fettlers on the vacant
Lands in the Earl of Granviile Diftn&) are in, and
the Danger there is of their fuffering Injuftice.

2dly. To fhow that the Spirit of the Law, ﬁﬂ;
the moft unexceptionable Iliéxt‘.‘o:s, is'to do g /A
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~ and Juftice to the Pcor, where the Letter of the
Law may be wanting or againft them. A

proper Work for Affe Rl‘ies.
dly. To fhew, tha®™ has been the Opinion

of !l the feveral Legiflative Bodies, both of Great-
Britain and her Colonies, that peaceable Poficffion,
efpecially of back wafte vacant Lands, is a Kind
ofP Right, always looked opon quite fafficient to
entitle them to the Preference or Refufal of a farther
Title; and that Individuals thould not hold unrea-
fonable Q\iantitics of wafte Lands; and then con-
clade, with fuch Obfervations as may occur.

Firp, T HE Earl of Granville’s' Lands, with
all other Proprietors lands, have beer iet out by a
Publick Office, without Refpe@ of Perfons. e
And the common Method that has been ufed by
the Poor, and has becfbalways countenanced and
approved of, has been to move out, from the in-
terior Parts to the back Lands, with their Famalies,
and find a Spot, whereon they bailt a Hut, and
made fome Improvements befese they went to the
Office forr a Title, which is generally too or three
hupdred Miles off. his Method has been
ufed from New-England to Georgia, fome Hun-
dreds of Years paft, even time out of Mind, and
has ever been allowed of good confequence.

Now the Earl of Granville’s Office, fhat in fuch
2 Manner, that no one in the Province knew
but it would open again every Year;
and no.order were ever given to forbid fuch
Method of Settling, fo that all Sorts of Pcople
have continued to feat the Vicant Lands as
ufual, in full Confidence of the Preference of a
Title; and have made fuch lmprevements as fells,
onc among another, for upwards of One Hun-
dread Pounds, expefting the Cffice to open every
Year; bat fodr or five years being now
elapfed, there is fo much of the Lands feated
#ider thefe Circumftances, that Individuals in Pow-
e aud who has Money, are Marking them out
| for
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for a Prey; and are lodging Money, and makin
Friends with fuch as dagr:%ikcl;cty; have abett’e% .
Chance to hear, and repair to the Land Office,
when ever it fhall open,—if not even Repair to
it in England. | |

Some Defigns of this Kind we doubt is too
trac; and though it cannot be fuppofed that any
Proprietor what{oever but will incline to the faue
Principles of Juftice and Equity that have been
fo leng in pra@tice; but the Danger is of their
being impofed on: Forlate Experience, in Colo-
nel (g.’or.bin’s Time, has thewn us, that though he
profefled, and always attempted to do this Juftice,
yet the Difputes and controverfies became fo nu-
merous by the Country’s encreafing fo falt,
and the Diftance fo far, that he could come at
no Certainty in thefe Matters, and was obli
to quit it. Which fhows us, it is a Defedt
in Government, that no Provifion is made in
thefe Cafes. Mr. Themas Child had very Par-
ticular and fpecial Inftru@tions to follow the fame
Principles of Juftice; who told a certain Perfon,
who applied to him in behalf ¢f a good manX
. Sufferers, that though it was his Lordﬂlig’s earre

Defire to diftribute the ftrieft Equity cad Juftice
among his Tenants here, yet when he came to
put itin pralice, the Number of complaints, and
vaft Diftance of the way, rendered it impradticable,
by Reafon he could come at no Cerzainty of the
Truth. And this will be ten-fold more
the Cafe whenever the Office opens again.

The Method of Redrefs that 13 propofed is, to
Pafs a Law, that whoever among us fhall enter
{uch Improvements, over the head of any fuch peace-
able firft Inhabitant, either by himfelf or by Vir-
tue of a Parchafe, fhall be liable to an Action at
Common Law, and fubje@ to pay the Owner the
full Valee of his Labour, and Damages of mov-
ing to another Place, unlefs fuch Perion had giv-
en fix Months Warning before Evidences to fuch

Inhabitant, Such a Law will no ways in;crfgg
Wi




