Circums.tan.ce of real Affliction to Me, when I consider you as Acting
upon Principles no less Void of Faith and honor than inconsistant with

every Moral and Religious Du

ty. You have given Occasi
Man of Property and Probity, given Occasion to every

_— ; by'the open & unreserved Menaces You
ave thrown out against the Lives and Properties of many of the

gg:tarl:)lta_mts 01: this County to _look on Your Designs as bent rather upon
o b’{mg the Peace_ of this Government, and the Security of its
nhabitants, than a wish, or Intention to wait for any Legal Process
against those you imagine have abused their Publick Trust.

Sa}ipt;mo;h:;: aGizzr:rilr:g Prospects [ esteem it my Duty to provide for the
ey ment & to take Care that the Public receives no

To prevent therefore
as much as i
must accrue to the Province by g the heavy Expence that

Principals » that at least Twelve of vour
Thum?lay :1?: ;;g?ﬁeo?fthu.le first Property, wait upon me at Salisbur);r on

nd in the sum of O 'thMonth' and there Execute in my Presence a
shall be made of Wij; € 1housand Pounds as 2 Security that no Rescue
Court at Hillssboroughm';‘nheB;:J::l.e'r and Harmon Husbands at the Superior
and take their Trya]g, €Ing under Recognizances there to appear

A copy. William Tryon

"The copy of this letter in

than by Tryon. €0 5/312 indicat, that i :
B o ottty vt e
—_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_—'—-—___
The Earl of 1;
of Hillsborg
to Willi ugh
Pfﬂo“hlllam Tryon Eﬁf{, %‘10759/93%0 ff.129-129b
017 0%
Governor of North Carolina i gk 1768
Sir,
M
25th) e eter 10 you No

received your | etters ]{3' Was dated the 12th

Ro a].M .
Sen * entrusted to me, ¥ Royal Master's Command
timen hmI'll, iou SES:I{' the G:nsttll;un:ne oafbéent" justify the fav:rasbiz
of temtites be : €rica have entertaj
Ftor)ng the R ve or yor erlY @lad of every oSpiﬁi‘Eﬁﬂ
conduct has been so very

The Disturbances in the Counties of Orange and Anson appear, from
the Circumstances related in your Letter, to haye been of a very
dangerous Nature, and as the King gives ful! Cred}t to your Spirit apd
Activity in the Suppression of them so His Majesty has an glﬁtl;e
Confidence in your Prudence that every necessary precaution will be
taken to prevent the like riotous Proceedings for th_e futt_lre. :

At the same time it will be very satisfactory to His Majesty to l?e fully
informed of the Causes of those Disturbances, to the End that, if there
appears to be any real Ground of Complaint, Measures may be taken to
apply the proper remedy. A

pi)lfafreea?rezfdy, in my 1{,etter NO 11,2 been so full and explicit gporfl the
Application made by the Council & Assembly of North (_Jarolma or a
Paper Currency, that I have nothing to add upon that Subject. ,

The Petition of the Members of the Council to Hls_ Majesty, praying
an Allowance out of the Quit Rents in Consideration of the varlti;:s
Duties they are obliged to perform, has been communicated to de
Board of Trade, and a favorable Report thereupon, frc_)m that Board,
now lies before the Lords of the Committee of C(_)ungll, but I'?O Egtl
expect that their Lordships will come to any D'etgrmmatnon up'I(?n i ,3
they know the Sentiments of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury.

Iam
Hillsborough

1Saunders omitted the first two paragraphs.
?See Hillsborough to Tryon, April 16, 1768.

illi RO CO5/312, f£. 70-71b.
Address to William Tryon from PROCOS/312,

the Inhabitants of Anson County
[Anson County]
[August 152, 1768]

To His Excellency Governor Tryon,
Excellent Sir,

We make no doubt but that you Wé“ SO:)}?O
of the Disorders of the unfortunate Loun it. in which we
this Opportunity to inform you the Cause and Mannergié:a’lli:ncy on the
blame Ourselves, for not having first addressed ymlrd ubt would have
Occasion of our Complaints, who could, an[d] ;1 ¥ Rﬁmour of Faction
removed our Grievances and have prevented the wait [weight] of
and Disorder. But being long under e gr{;) ‘:ligﬁght to change the
Oppression became precipitate, and rash, ant have suppressed the
State of the County in a different Manner 0

hear the disagreeable News
f Anson. We therefore take

i I

et et e e O A e S SN . e B

e e e



Offenders, and made them wary of their Employment. For which
Purpose formed Ourselves into which the opposite Party Called a Mob
of about five hundred Men, resolving should no happier Event interfere
to our Succour to have defended our Cause in the disagreeable Manner
of a Force, and to have persisted unto Blood; We looking on it at that
Time much out of our Powers to have Kindness from your Excellency as
Our Leading Men were best acquainted, whose Assertions We feared
would have greatest Weight with your Excellency. But whenever
Considered that neither Prince nor Governor who has the Good of his
Peoplp at Heart would see them oppressed to gratify the Errors and
ambition of any particular Persons, who are Anthony Hutchins, Colonel
Samt_lei Spencer, Charles Medlock and their Assistants the Justices and
Sheriffs &c. Persons chiefly recommended to your Excellency by

Hutchins Spencer to answer their partial Views and Purposes, under
whose Influence they act the Magistrate part through Fear as fearing to
Offend the Persons who Conf

Ignorance as not knows erred the Honors on them, and part

aS not knowing what to do, they being a Number of very poor
liinoram - alm(m. .m’ter?t@ Men Under such their Inability they
I;roceedo ! to the Administration, of what they call public Justice which
lnngce n}tf Pand Character are extremely doubtful & precarious, as
Magi:trateearf:z]ntsh:;e C(:Tmmed to Gaol by the Gaoler himself being a

: put to considerable E :

without Form of Tryal to conce € EXpence, and then discharged

al their Injustice. Amongst other Things
they tax the People in an unusual Manner which are asg follows.

Associates haye m:t;leo ;&:)ir:re e Tie Particularly Medlock
oney, when no dig constant practice exact 2/8 for

Non Acquaintance with the right Tax so that several dlfferent ngs
were received from the People in the same year Surmounting the .rxg]_ut
Tax. As to the Clerk his Extortions are Burthensome to all that fall l’l'l.h}S
Power as he takes double and some times treble his due. And tho’ it hlS
true he purchased his Office from Colonel -Froho_cl,( and gave to the
Amount of One hundred and fifty Pounds for it yet it's upreasonab!e wei
should bear the Expence by way of Extortion. Pl!:-:ase Sir, to enqug;: 3
Mr Edwards, touching the Connection of Hutchings Spencer & Med-
lock, and their unreasonable method of proceding by means of their
Influence over the Ignorant Magistrates as he has doubtless made somc;
Observation on their Behaviour. This and much more are the Causes ;l
the present Disturbances which we humbly pray your Ex'cellencyfr\zm
please to reconcile by Discharging the most of the Maglstrat.(ils.n )
their Seats, and appointing better Men more Capat?le and wi 185 A
Discharge that Office, and also the Clerk if it seems right to ymlxl. : ,n X
you in your Wisdom think meet so to do we beg leave as we ESIZI' it
Person to represent us to inform your Excellency of the ;nagld e
which are unqualified for that Office and ought to be discharge S: e
also to recommend by the Voice of the County such Pelrsons 2 s
Judiciously discharge their several Offices & immediate yhupo S
Alterations the Minds of the People will be at Ease, and each 0&%_1. ties
former Obedience, and ready to discharge according to their » V;f L 125
every Expence necessary for the Support of Government, an
Petitioners?® in Duty bound shall every pray —

: 1T
Solom™ Crofts WM Hickman® e i;ﬁzﬁgﬁzr
Thos Ussery John Baile® I?:]a; r Senr
Jno Skinner* John Hornback'® }ho S\:gr Junr
And: Fortinberry W Bosil am! Swearinger'®
Lewis Low Harklis Conkwrite ?{amben Woodard
Joseph Howels W Fielding veu Swearinger
Jason Meadow Patt: Boggen" aE Robinson*®
James Allmond Thom? Fanning Ll::l eh Mason2’
Job Cilleadon John Jenkins®™ : OpMasonﬂ
James Lowry Thomas Fanning junr -’ll?h S Mason?
Jas MacMeot Patrick Saunders ooﬁennet
Daniel Shorté J?° Caterham !Il‘}i; $ Harper
James Colbton James Short!? S 0'I Harper
Cha’ Walkinford WM Short ™ _]aa;nAdams
James Round John Henson Amos Pilgrim
Tho$ Masen Robert Thorn WM Adams
WM Betten Robert Ashley'® Tﬁos Adams
WM Rogers Thomas Free jas ]émindine
Thomas Mims Jonath? Helms WM Barindine S¥
Cha¥ Henson W™ Tours WM Barindine Junior
Malachi Watts JP© Fretinberry Sam! Bruton
Charles Booth Delany Herring Sam! Williams?
Abraham Buskin J7° Touchberry Solf Williams?*
Nath! Wood? Jacob Collins'® Benj? Barrit
Mark Rushen Joshua Collins




R e e

WM Burns? Samps Thomas John Web??

J? Poston?® James Higgins Tho® Mims

Henry Fostinberry W™ Higgins Abra™ Harper

W™ Rogers?? Frank Jordon Tho® Harper Sn’

George Marchbanks J"° Higgins Joseph Burham

WM Buzen Thof Jordon?® John Brus

AnthY Matthews J1° Carpenter Joseph English

Peter Brisley [Bailey?) Sam Touchberry Dennis Nolsen Senior
!Charles Medlock.
*Samuel Spencer.

*Editorial note: A diligent effort was made to identify all the petitioners on this list, but
many of the names could be found now

y here else and other names were of people living in
e, Edgecombe, or Hyde counties and therefore could not be definitely identified as
the names of Regulators on this petitio

1.
‘While there aré numerous references to John Skinner and Jonathan Skinner, assembly-
men from Perquimans County, no reference other than the name on this petition can be
found for Jno Skinner, Anson County Regulator.

*It is unlikely that there is an

Y connection between Joseph Howel, Regulator, and
Joseph Howell, the assemblyman from Edgecombe Countg. : .
*Daniel Short receiy

Reards, IV, 961 ¢d a land grant in Anson County in 1749. Saunders, Colonial

"A Nathaniel Wood was listed as serving ; : ; : :
! erving in the N tit
cannot be ascertained that it was th g orth Carolina Continental Line, bu

st . € Same person as the petitioner.
Wol}lmn Hickman (Hickmon) was list

oath of allegiance on May 30, 1778. He as a juror in Granville County who took the

! 3 - i€ is also listed in Col. James Yancey's company of
foot, regiment of Colonel Richard Henderson, Clark, State Records, XX11, 163, 172.

"John Baile (Bailey) is Jisted i
found. Clark, Sta, a an army man, but nothing else about him could be
1022, State Rm. XVI. 1021. XVII, 192, 193; SauUders’ Colonial Records, V1,

“John Hornbeck (Homback)
the November, 17, N e

proved his right : .
of court the Anson Count ght to land in Bladen County. In

¥ Inferior Court recommended that
| ¢ exem i i, X
duties.” Saunders, Cobm'zll Rf:.z:d‘:a {‘l(ne;goo{i{ugg: taxes and performance of “public

'l'mwy War soldier. Th an imp‘maﬂF figure in Anson County and an active
The town of Wadesboro qu&?lﬁm g contains one of the earljest regerences to him.
L. Medley, History of Anson (l:“m his land and his house there is well preserved. Mary
County Historical Socj . 1976) 5:%:52::; :ag; ™a, 1750-1976 (Wadesboro: Anson
" Undoubtedly there were . 4
: : ere sey :
"mpossible to determine just whi;.r :in:‘f"m;’fwzf time by the name of John Jenkins. It is

ecords, X, 99
“Aland grant ip Bertie & \
:&:’“ for Bertie m?usrgm&?n Short was made in 1739, He was also listed
bonort was listed as a cappop: of the po°f the Northampton Regiment (1748)
’“‘L“mhltm. In 1749 he was name 1“"’ Roanoke Company ang recommended for
Called Hawpg, which was 1o be tlo be a commisgjoner for a proposed new town
m‘:"“"“' It be affirmeq that m:' %iﬁ!'!‘atm"ghgnam“e’ Jordan’s plantation in
Bertie County. Saunders. Colomial Records, 1y, 345 stef:“}lal;;.:iWaS the William

F4-3

{
:

i
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is li i in Granville County under the
' Ashley is listed on the muster roll of the regiment in
commsand f)f Col. William Eaton, October 8, 1754, Clark, State Records, XXII, 373.

16 A Jacob Collins, sailor, was arrested and released in _}\Eew"Bgrn in F%bruary;;;{?ﬁ. No
connection between Jacob Collins, Regulator, and the sailor Collins has been made.

1"Thomas Swearingham (Swearinger?) was one of the Anson County men named as
leaders in the Regulator movement.

i / ded that Samuel
e Anson County Inferior Court of January, 1773, recommended
Swe';‘r?sgernxnexemptyfmm paying public taxes or performing public duties. Saunders,
Colonial Records, 1X, 462.

i i : ators, it
Y As indicated in the document fo]]uwmg_thls one, Tryon’s answer to the Regulato
was Luke Robinson who delivered the petition to the governor.

“Whether or not Ralph Mason the Regulator was the Ralrjh M!a;tr;ﬂ;?on\;vagzgll
Edgecombe County in 1743 cannot be ascertained. Saunders, Colonial Re b A
642,684, 711.

2John Mason was a name borne by more than one man, so positive identification is
impossible. ‘ A

2 A Thomas Mason owned land in Edgecombe County in 1744, but he may have be
unrelated to the Regulator by that name.

: i the
#0ne Samuel Williams of Anson County was charged with Oppfigﬁ)thic?agii::(fjers,
American revolutionists in 1775, but the charges against him wer PP
Colonial Records, X, 182.

: 3 . : ; :and a
%#One Solomon Williams was a building commissioner ‘S“. gagignlzntl;'?????_ No

Solomon Williams was a lieutenant in Pike’s Company of the uclc thisg:Jetition ot b

relationship between these two references and the signer o

established.

; iment
#A William Burns, private, a member of Gregory’s Camp:lmy ftfe ;he Tenth Regim
from May 20, 1778, until February 10, 1779, was listed as a deserter.

ton be
%The Anson County Inferior Court in January, 1773, reoommﬁgg:d Ctgh;; ;Igihigf;ids, =
exempt from paying public taxes and doing public service. Saunders,
462.

2"The name Wm. (William ) Rogers appears twice in the Dilaglil]-i;; g“gserzl"g lfs?tié
William Rogers petitioned for grants of land in Craven Cquntg_ e tlh gl oot VD,
as a private in Jones's Company of the Tenth Regiment with ;ls 1132mh Nt Sith 1o
The name occurs twice in the roster of Sharp’s Company of txifl e 1151; Samndets,
indication of the outcome of his service. Clark, State Records, f \
Colonial Records, IV, 765, 1246.

. : homas
2This is hardly the Thomas Jordon who was sheriff of Hyde County; no other T
Jordon can be definitely identified.

ive during this
% Although there was a John Webb in Halifax County wht;) W:f'a‘l;‘]?ig’:;t“'e during
period, no relationship between him and this petitioner can be e

PRO €0 5/312,f.71b

Wllllam TI’YOD to the CR-VII, 809-810

Petitioners of Anson County :
[Hillsborough]

[August 16, 1768]
Gentlemen,

. e ivered b
The various Matters of Complaint in your Petition stlc: arln: (;f;xs; thayt
Mr Luke Robinson are of so extraordinary and unu




they require Consultation of His Majesty’s Council which are far distant
from me, at present. Such part of your asserted Grievances as regard
the Extortion of Public Officers will be remedied by the Parties W"hO
have been injured applying to the Attorney General who shall receive
Directions from me to Prosecute those who have abused their Public
Trusts—

As to the Insults you offered to the Magistrates, in the Execution of
their Offices at the Inferior Court of your County, will be a Subject of
Enquiry at His Majesty’s Superior Court of Salisbury District—The
Acknowledgment however you make of the Guilt of so rash and illegal a
Proceeding will if accompanied with a future good Behaviour and a
Dutiful Submission to the Laws of your County, entitle you to some
Lenity from the Court as well as from Me.

The enclosed Proclamation! will be sufficient to Satisfy you of the just

abhorrence His Majesty Entertains of the Dishonorable Practices
Complained of in Public Offices,

William Tryon
Hillsborough 16th August 1768.

'See Proclamation of the Governor, May 17, 1768, in this volume.

The Regulators to William Tryon PRO CO 5/312, ff. 68-69
CR-VII, 810-811
NO19

August 19, 1768
May it Please your Excellency,

We received your letter by th r
ever our Officers showe Y the hands of MT Lee!

d at the only Time that
a . .
our Money i : ny real Intention of infor

ming us to what uses

e Jecasion given we determine to
i guard against suc;h Offences for the future.
= € are rejoiced to find your Excellency to be

luti e i
Renerally agreed on utions, to petition the Legislative Body which is

17

As to the Demand for Security, not to rescule’the prlsonfczlr?, ;lf:nls)e;g
that it may be Considered that the Alarms of raising Men a}r: \2 =
cut off the Inhabitants of this County as Re;bels, when they rg o
Hearts and Consciences they w((ierg tgt;ltgr ;jd::l(; n(;tl;)?; o 1;1 o

ing to obtain Justice, and dete _ ra 1
g}?iizrg z\lrlf]fcktl has beenjso Common in this Province thai1 it is Tne;t\;?ﬁlif:ﬂ
in many Public Acts of Assembly made to‘ remedy Flleb g:;o Hees
constantly prove unsuccessful, and we Conceive ever wi g -
Public is encouraged to assist, and };elp by Complaining and p

rs of Fact, against the Particulars. :

M?E:w these Alar%ns were thought by t_he most Conmder:iitet r1:«;e}r)ietc'opzz)ee
without Ground who Interposed, Pacified and I\fl_oderalteLealding meni
and these it is likely may be looked on as the F_’nnctpalsborb e
And these will ever use the same Care, and will no doubt ‘?l'n s
to Govern the Multitude by Reason & yet would be unwi 1r§ b
into Bonds, for the noise of such a Step would be rather mo

inder their Influence. _
: l\ﬁll(e)reover there never was any Intent to rescuef I;rlsogegg l:rlltdt(s)obfig
and pray of the Governor to Dissolve the Hou_se 0 ssel it
as we know the Sentiments of the People in Genera 'l w
alone, would at once stop every Mouth and every (igmp :35 “;ould o
would go through, and by Way of such Representatives
be Ch : \ { 5

efs ?l?: 11Governor may Observe by the Detail of our P;o&iziltt;i?r,l ;hus
it was the Representatives refusing us a Confere_nce, z;nfmm st
for requesting one, And Frightening and detering u < pa it
for Redress, that first gave Occasion for Dnso;_def:r,has SRR
stopping the free Passage of this Channel for Re wil 2 T i
Obstruction of Good Order, so the opening of whi
assuredly restore it again. abie i

Thos Welborn?
Peter Julian

Signed in behalf and by Order of the Regulators.

!John Lea. ; ‘< friends appealed to
1771 his friends app
ived i dy Creek community. In after the
G(:T }}‘:)e;?i?ash“l{;artlboi;n :Lvi}%g(::e\%aell‘boym, who was Sdez%aégd to be an outlaw
I"(fﬁga.llator trouble. Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 25, .




