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Petition oj the MayO?' and Common. Oouncil of New- Y01'k for a new Charter.
[New-York Papers, T. In.]

To the Right Honorable Call" Thomas Dongan Esq' Lieutennant & Governor & Vice Admirall
under his Royall Highness James Duke of York and Albany &, of New York and
Dependencyes in America.

The humble peticlm of the Mayor and Aldermen & Comonalty of the Citty of
New York.

Slwwcl.h
Tbat this Citty hath bad and enjoyed seuerall ancient Customes Priviledges and lmmunityes

which were confirmed and granted to them by Coli" Richard Nicholls the late Governor of this
Province by authority under His Royall Highness A' 1665 who incorporated the Inhabitants
thereof New Harlem and all other Inhabitants' on the Island Manhattans whereon this Citty
standetb as one body Politique and Corporate nnder the Goverment of a Mayor Aldermen an
Sheriff' in which mauner it hath contiuued iu practice ever since and hath had, used and enjoyed
the Customes, Lihertyes and priviledges following, Viz'
1. That all the Inhabitants on the Island Manhattans was under the Goverrn' of the Citty of

New York. -

2. That the Governing of the said Citty was by seven Magistrates and a Schont formerly
called Purgemaster and Schepen now one Mayor six Aldermen and oue Sherifle.
3. These Magistrates had power to appoint all inferior Officers as Constables and Overseers,

Undersheriffs, Cryers, and Marshalls throughout the whole Island and also did make such
peculiar Lawes' and Orders as they judge convenient for the well governeing the inhabitants of
the Sd Corporacon and held once in fourteen dayes or oftener on Speciall request" or occasion a
Court of Judicature att the Citty Hall where they did heare and determine all causes and
Matters whatsoever brought before them by Jury' or in Equity as the cause required The Mayor
or chief Magistrate bad power to determine all matters that came before him nnder forty shillings
without appeale or any other process then a verball heareing of part yes.
4. The Sheriffs served all writts, summons, and attachments within the Limmitts of the

Corporacon and officiated as Watterbayliff ou the water.
5. They had theire owne Clerke and kept the Records of the Citty distinctly.
6. This Citty was the Staple porte, of the whole Province where all merchandize was Shipped

and unloaden.
7. None were to bee esteemed freemen of the citty but who were admitted by the Magistrates

aforesaid and none before such admission to sell by Itetayle or Exercise any handicraft trade or
occupacon and every merchant or shopkeeper was to pay for the publique use of the Citty three
pounds, twelve shillings, Every handy crafts man one pound foure Shi1lings on being made free.
8. Noe ffreeman of the citty was to bee arrested or to have their goods attached nuless it was

I "All others iulmbitiug."
~ "By Laws." ibid.

Petit-ion in Oouncil ~J1inutes, V. 17.-En.
3 "Desire," Ibid. <4 "Juries." Ibid.
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made ,to appeare that they were departeing or conl'eying away th ir E to d fraud th ir

Creditors, d 'tt d to trade np Hudsons Riv r except h w fr man and had
9 Noe person was a mi e d 'f Oi
. II . I bit t in this Citty for the space of thr yare. n I any r man

been an actua 10 ia (au h d I k fi d dl
should bee absent out of the Citty the space of Twelve monet au no e I'll 'I'\l an can 0

and pay Scott and Iott should loose his ffreedome- .
10. All tbat Inhabite up Hudsou's River were forbid to trnd over e.. . .

ill t b b It d Or packed or biskett made for Export on butt In th itty11. Noe ower was 0 e 0 e ( ., ..
of New York beiug for the encouragm' of trade and keepcing up the It -putu un ~f w' ork
flower which is in greater request in the West Indies and th.e onl!' support nnd mnintennaue of
the Inhabitants of this Citty and if not coufirmed to them will rume nnd depopul teo th sam .
12. That the said Citty bad a Combn eale to serv for the aleing of nil and III ular th ir

affaires, matters and businesses touching the said orporncen.
All which said ancient Customes, Priviledg s and Lib rtyeR we th s id Inyor nnd

Aldermen in behalfe of themselves and the ittis ns of th said ,ilty d humbly pr nt and
make kuowne to your Hono" Humbly bes ching yo' Hone" in their b hnlfs to Tnt red and
procure that the same bee confirmed to them by barter from his Roynll Ill hn with th
Addicons followiug viz'
1. That the said Corporacbn bee divid d into six wnrds.
2. That tbe ffreemen in each ward doe once ev ry yenre cl t their own ffi "thut is to sn y

Aldermen, Common Couucil men, Constable, Overse rs of th po r, s e ors, av ngers,
Questmeu, or other officers usefull aud uecessary for the said orpor 011 nnd \ artl.
3. That there bee a Mayor and a Recorder who with th said six Aid rm n nnd six om6n

Council! men shall represent the whole body of the soiel itty nnd orp rn n nnd shnll hnve
power to make peculier lowes! for the good goverment and support th r of.
4. That a Mayor bee appointed every yeare by th Governor ond oun ill ond to b on

of the Aldermen soe chosen as aforesaid.
5. That all Magistrates soe chosen shall not be admitted to th Ex u on of tb ir ollic s

until! sworne before tbe Governor and Council!.
6 Tbat the Recorder bee appointed by the Governor and ouneill who shnll b' Judg of

the Cittyand Corporacbn and bee aydeing aud assisteing to the Mayor and AId rOJ n mOil
Coun~llllU all matt~rs tbat relate to the well beinge aud support ther of.
7. rhat a Sbenffe bee annually appointed by the Governor and oun ill.
8. That the Coroner & Town Clerk be appointed by the overnor & ounc I.'
9. That the Mayo' Recorder, Aldermen and Coman Council! do appoint a Thr ur r for

collectlUg and payeinge all publique debts and Revenues.

This. and whatever else yo' honor or his Royall Highness shall think fitt, n c ssnry
convement for the good rule, order and welfare of this Citty and Corpornc n yo' p ti ion rs
hUJ~~~lypraye may bee graunted and confirmed to them in as full aud ample manuer aud form
as IS MaJesty has been graciously pleased to grailUt to other CorporacOns within his Reolm

: "~aw8a.ndOrderB." Oouncil Minute8, V.IS.-En.
Tills clause is omitted in the London M.S I . .

Minute8. _ En, . t IS tnserted here from the copy of the Petitiou in Ole Oouncil
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of England for the Obteyneing of which they again humbly begg Yo' Honor to become theyr
supplicant whose kyndeness and service therein shall bee most thankfully acknowledged.
And as in duty hound Yo' peticoners shall ever pray &'

-- BEEREMUTH1

JOHANNES VAN BRUG

JOHN LAWRENCE

PIETER JACOB MARIUS

JA. GRAHAM

CORN STEENEWIJCK

N. BAYARD.
New Yorke. Novembr 9th 1683.

By order, of the above
JOHN WEST CI:

(This paper is endorsed as fo.uows.)
1. Q. for a Copy of y' old Charter.
2. ' if the Duke intends to graunt them all they desire and in r same words of the

former Graunt wth • the desired additions onely adding the regulating,
confirming or discharging of Officers to r Governor.

if the former grannt be surrendered W,h ougbt first to be done and that
to be menconed as part of the Considercns moving his H' to grannt
this New Charter.

Q. If S' John Werden or some other of r Dukes Officers hane not y'
Coppy of r Grant of Incorporation or at least r Warrant to y'
Dukes Couocill to draw it.

But I think it absolutely necessary there should be a surrender of r Old,
otherwise they may keep all their Old Priviledges by virtue of that
and take r additions by this new one without Subjecting their
Officers &, to approbation & RefusaU &, of y' Gouerno'"

3.

A. P.
[ALURED POPPLE.]


