An act concerning precontracts of marriage and touching degrees of consanguinity
Whereas heretofore the blurred power of the bishop of Rome, hath always entangled and troubled the mere jurisdiction and regal power of this realm of England, and also _buquieted__ much the __subiccies__ of the same, by his blurred power in their, as by making that unlawful, which by god’s word is lawful, both in marriages and other things,  as hereafter shall appear at more length, and till __nome__ of late in our sovereign lords time, which is otherwise by learning taught, than his predecessors in times past of long time have been, hath so continued the same, whereof yet some sparks be left, which hereafter might kindle a greater fire, and so remaining, his power not to seem utterly extinct: therefore it is thought most convenient to the kings highness, his lords spiritual and temporal, with the commons of his realm assembled in this present parliament, that two things specially for this time be with diligence provided for, whereby many inconveniences hath ensued, and many more __elles___ might ensue and follow, as where heretofore diverse and many persons after long continuances together in matrimony without any allegation of either of the parties, or any other at their marriage, why the same matrimony should not be good just and lawful and after the same matrimony solemnified and consummate by carnal knowledge, and also sometime fruit of children ensued of the same marriage, have nevertheless by an unjust law of the bishop of Rome, which is, that upon pretence of a formal contract made and not consummate by carnal copulation, for proof whereof two witnesses by that law, were only required, been divorced and separate, contrary to god’s law, and so the __trem__ matrimony both solemnified in the face of the church, and consummate with bodily knowledge, and confirmed also with the fruit of children had between them, clearly frustrated and dissolved.  Further also by reason of other prohibitions then god’s law admits, for their lucre
 by that court invented, the dispensation whereof they always reserved to themselves, as in kins or affinity [NEXT PAGE] between cousin germans, and so to fourth and fourth degree, carnal knowledge of any of the same kins or affinity before in such outward degrees, which else were lawful and be not prohibited by god’s law, and all because they would get money by it, and keep a reputation to they, blurred jurisdiction, whereby not only much discord between lawful married person hath (contrary to god’s ordinance) arisen much debate and suit at the law, with the wrongful ___b(v?)exation___ and great damage of the innocent party hath been procured, and may just marriages, brought in doubt and danger of undoing, and also may times undone, and lawful heirs disinherited, whereof there had never __elles__, but for his bain glorious __bsurpation__ been moved any such question, since freedom in them was given us by god’s law, which ought to be most sure and certain.  But that notwithstanding marriages have been brought into such an incertainty thereby that no marriage could be so surely knit and bound, but it should lie in either of the parites power and arbiter, casting away the fear of god, by means and compass to prove a precontract, a kindred, and alliance, or a carnal knowledge, to defeat the same: and so under the pretense of these allegations afore rehearsed, to live all the days of their life in detestable adultery, to the utter destruction of their own souls, and the provocation of the terrible wrath of god, upon the places where such abominations were bled and suffered.  Be it therefore enacted by the king our sovereign lord, the lords spiritual and temporal and the commons in this present parliament assembled and by authority of the same, that from the first day of the month of July next coming, in the year of our lord god a thousand five hundred and forty, all and every such marriages as within this church of England shall be contracted between lawful persons, as by this act we declare all persons to be lawful, that be not prohibited by god’s law to marry, such marriages being contracted and solemnified in the face of the church, and consummate with bodily knowledge or fruit of children, or child, being had therein between the parties so marries, shall be by authority of this present parliament aforesaid, deemed judged and taken to be lawful good just and indissoluble, notwithstanding any precontract or precontracts of matrimony, not consummate, with bodily knowledge, which either of the person so married or both shall have made with any other person or persons before the time of contracting that marriage, which is solemnified and consummate, or whereof such fruit is ensued or may ensue as afore: and not withstanding any dispensation prescription law or other thing granted or confirmed by act or otherwise.  And that no reservation or prohibition, god’s law except, shall trouble or impeach any marriage without the Levitical degrees.  And that no person, of what estate degree or condition so ever he or she be, shall after the said first day of the month of July aforesaid, be admitted in any of the spiritual courts within this the king’s realm, or any his graces other lands and dominions, to any process plea or allegation contrary to this foresaid act.
� Rules of affinity “were invented ‘for lucre,’ so that the papal court could charge fees for issuing dispensations from them.”  Helmholz 542.





