BETS MADE ON QUICK
' SETTLEMENT OF STRIKE,

With Compromise of a Hundred and Eighty
' ' Bales as the Basis,

But Ship Agents Declare Rumor Baseless, as Fight s for the
Port's Parity With Hustling Rivals.

There was a strong rumor quietly
clreulating  last cvening that the
Levee strike would ho over befora
the week was out, and that a coin-
promise would be effected on o 130-
bale basis, and this rumor seemed to
have gémo slight foundation, as ear-
Her in the day certain members of
the New Orleans Cotton Exchange
wero offering bets at 2 to 1 that the
trouble would be over in forty-elght
hours.

The peace rumnor was whispered !n
Carondelet Streel, where the ship
agents and other business peoplu
affected” hy the -strike usually hold
forth, and while nobody could tell
where the story hnd orlginated,
everybody had heard it, and ground
the Colton Ixchange to closing ‘up
time there was nothing talked of
except the wagers that had heen
proposed.

The Cotton Iixchunge members
made thelr offers to wager odds on
a settlement In two duys on the floor
of the Bxchange, and thelr carncst-
ness led many to believe that they
had some inside Information that
tlie genoral public wouldn't get for
some time, and that they knew what
i they were about In taking the long
end of & het on what looked Hke a
' lusing propositlon, .
| THE PIEACE RUMORS
and the confldence of certain cotton
men In offering tu bet were tho prin-
cipul developmernks of yesterday, and
aside from the uncertainties con-
veyved §n the things whispered the
strike situation was practically un-
changed,

It was uscertained that the rumors
were started from Gravier Street,
where cotton factors and brokers for
the most purl, huve thelr offices, and
one prominent labor leader, & con-
servative inan, who s always op-
posed to strikes, furnished n cohul-
ent line which ylolded some informa-
tlon,

The couservutive was offering to
wiger 4 new hat with a waell-known
stevedore that the strike would be
over bofors the week wus out, and
that all the unlon men would be
buck at waork., ‘Fhe stevedore didn't
see a chance for anything llke a
geltlement, bul did sec how he might
obtaln hia winter heud piece without

expense to lhimself, so he took the
warer,
Certain large interesis connected

one way or another with the cotton
business are belug hadly crippled;
in fact, threatencd with serious loss
ar ruin by the tie-up on the Levee,
and according to the wiuy the story
was  told, ‘these interests  have
Lrought, or are prepuring to bring,
influence to bear on the situation,
that will hreak the deadlock and get
terms that the men will weeept. The
terms, I wuas sald, would be stowing
180 bales, as u compromise between
160 nnd 200.

“There are certain Interests af-
feeted Ly this strike,” said o gentlo-
mnn on the inside, “that nve facing
ruln, und take thiz as o tip, things
ure doing, and before thu week s
over, there will bhe no more trouble
on the Levee, but everything witl be
calm and serene ns a lovely summer
day. '"'he movement for " peace Is
helng crystallized to-day, but fthwill
Lardly have taken head hefore to-
morrow, and then you ¢un be on the
lockout nnd have your ears open for
the flutiering of the downy pinlons
of the Dove of Peace.”

The gentleman further said that
the members of the Colton Exchunge
who were uffering the liberal wuagers
had the Inside Information; they
knew things ahead of the stewmship
agents and commercial bodies, aund
were anxious to lay anll the money
they could, as they felt the bet was
a sgafe one, .

In voncction with the rumors, it
was also stated wround the Cotton
IBxehange that there had heen o qulet
meeting of some of ile leading mer-
chants and siippers carlier in the
day, who hatl furmed & plun to com-
promise the troubte., ‘'The compro-
mige, the rumor had it, was to be
the 180-bale proposition.

The rumors went for only what
they were worth with the ship agents
and ptevedores,

“They ure wagering 2 to 1 down nn

the floor of the Exchunge that the
strike will Dbe over in forty-eight
hiours,” a well-known agent was Efn-
formed yesterday afternoon,
* MThe agent lookad up from ihe
array of papers spread out on his
deslk and remarked Iin tones that im-
plied no surprise: “Qh, those fellows
will bet on unything!" .

The agents shook thelr heads nega-
tively when the 180-bale proposition
was suggested to them, and had they
heen given to sudden its of mirth
they would have enjoved the {first
heuarty laugh the strike afforded uny-
body. They didn't luugh, only smiled
grimly, and sald that the fight they
were waging was not for 180 bales,
nor even for 200 lLales, as they haul
first offered, but to put the pori of
New Orleans on a parite with Gal-
veston,

“There van be

NOTHING IN THOSE RUMORS,"
sald one leading ship agent, “and as
for the strike being settled on a
hasis of 180 bales, that proposition is
preposterous. Wa  have long  seer
the hopelessness of continuing Lusi-
nesk unaer old conditlons, and con-
cluded months ago that, In justice to
cverybody, this port shoulil be placed
on purhy with Galveston.

"But we acted falr, not wishing to
break off friendly relations with our
men, and when wa submitted o tarift
{n the screwmen, we did not ask
them to stow from 300 to 360 bales
a day. a3 they do in Gulveston, but
only that they stow 200 bales.

“How did they treat us? How did
they trect the Exchange and com-
mercial organizations’'  conference?
We were forced into this fight, and
when wo saw that we had to spend
our money to oppose the oppressive
demands of the screwmen, we con-
cluded to make the fight for Galves-
ton conditions, and we are still
unanimous in the stand taken,”

The gentleman seld further that
there could he no seiltiement of the
sirike unless the serewmen agreed
to go to work on terms thut would
put New Orleansg on a parity with
Galveston, her chlef competltor,

A prominent stevedore spoken to
safd that while he was very anxious
for the trouble to end, he could not
gsec 8 chance for anything in the
peuce line bobbLing up just now. The
ngents sbemed determined and the
men are all standing Hrm, and, with
neither side ylelding wan inch, how
could a settlement he Lrought about?
Thae stevedores admitted that the
hosses were spending a fortune In
ﬂﬁhtlna‘ the strikers, but then, he
sald, they were all willing 10 put the
monegy out, appreclating that the
death grapple must come sooner or

later.

While it 18 generally adAmitted that
the ugenis and stevedores are spend-
ing a small fortune cach day in con-
ducting thelr campalgn, it s also
ittt i i b Attt — )

e

sald that the work of loading mm!
dlucha,rg(tng tlie vessels on the river
front is progressing most satisfuc-
torily, all statements (0 the cuntrary
notwithstanding.

The strikebreakers as u whole are
not perfect dock workers by any man-
ner of menns, and quite w fow of
them are opposed to work in uny
form. But then several hundred of
them are able-bodled, willing wmen,
and these, with the ald of the sajlers,
all of whom are up to
are able tn get through
work satisfactorily.

The ship agents and sievedores re-
celved no more men yesterday. 1t is
sald that there are enough already
here to do the work of loading and
discharging, nlded by the shipg
crews, If, ns cotton shipments in-
crease with the agine of the season
more men are needed, more will be
brought here.

The qulet,

with the

ORDERLY CONDUCT OF THE
STRIKLERS
is generally commented upon  and

commended. Not an act of vinlence
has been comunitted, save the attack
on the cotton float by Infurlated
negro women who sympathized with
the strikers,

The union leaders have impresscd
upon the men that i they hope to
win the tight they must remain law-
abiding. peace-lovineg citizens, and
the men have followed Instructions
tu Lhe letter, and have lald violent
hands on no strikebreaknr, although
the opportunity to do so is theirs
ull day long. . ,

The strikebreakers workir ships
on the lLevee outside of Stuyvvesant
Doceks have practleally no prioteetion
from violence, "There are thirvty or
forty policemen strung  along  the
levee, fram Mandeville Strect to Lou-
islnna Avenue, a streteh of several
miles, and i the strikers cared to
attack the nonunion men in foreo
the police, no mitter how brave or
how willing, would ba small abstacle
to then ‘I'his faet is generally ap-
preciuted, and therefore the mildness
of {he strikers Is the more to e
commended. It would take a small-
sized army to protnct strikebreakers
in event of rloting. but the strikers
fleclure there 18 to be no rioting, awl

it Iooks ns though they intend to
keep their pledge given to Mayor
Behrmun,

There were {wenty or more ririke-
breakers puil to work on the Colo-
nlan at the Celeste Sureet wharf yes-
terday, and while the men appeared
willing enough in discharging the
heavy freight, a half-dogzen could not
keep up the pace and dropped from
exhaustlion bhefore the day was half
consumuad, As fast as the men gave
up they were gent 10 a secelitded part
of the shed and allowed to recoup
thelr strength by resting,. Some of
the weary ones were not playing
possum, but others, it is thought,
took thelr cue at the proper time
and faked it, just 1o pet a rest.

At the Market Street wharf, where
Corporal Nides and a number of po-
liceinen are stiationed, the Repalio
{8 tied up, discharging frefght with
strikobreakers. Soinc alarm wasg ou-
casionedl among the strikelreakers
on the Repallo yesterday by the ap-
pearance on the wharf of a number
of the union men. The strike-break-
aers thought the unionists contem-
plated an attack, bhut such was not
the ease, as the  surikers  moved
quietly away on the order of (or-
porul Nides and attempted nothing
rash. BSome few of the men rallerd
nimes at the strikebreakers from a
distance, but names don't hurt, and
the whole matter was of small con-
gequence, .

One young sirikebreuker, nt work
on Lthe Sandsend at Westwepo load-

ing staves, had a sad experience
yesterday, and, according  to  his
clalm, $120 in bills will make the

voyuge in the hold of the big vessel,
but not as a part of her legitimate
CArgo.

The strikebreaker is a foreigner
and hails from Vienna, Mo talks
ouly jargon tv two comrades who
Joined the Thiel rabble at St. Louis.
He claims that he has always been
saving, and by practicing the clorest

ecconamy was ithle to amass $120,
which he had intended to use as a
sturter for a little bhusiness, The

money he alwavs carrled with him
in his belt, fearing 1o leave it aboard
the bark Magdelene, where the
strikebreakers are quartered, and
vesterday when he was at the rlor-
ward hateh of the Sandsend helping
loud stavex he fell the money bulg-
ing under the rfolds of his loose shirt
und stroked it affectlonately. Ta his
horror e found that the wad was
Ioose from the helt and about to
fnll.  Hastlly reaching under his
shirt, he took the money from its
resting place and lald it on a pile
of stuves, Intending te tighten the
helt. As he illd so the staves were
suddenly toppled over into the hatch
and the young foreigner, with wild
eves, saw hls

WAD OF MONEY SHCOT DOWN

inin the hold, pass through a crack,
to find still another resting place
beneath tons of freight,

The foreigner ralsed a dismel
howl, and, rushing up the deck,
swinging his arms as I distraught,
called in broken XEnglish to the
stevedore to stop the work, unload
the hatch and get back hig money.
‘Tears were streaming down the
young man's face, but although ev-
eryvbody sympathized with him, and
anly a few grinned at his sorrowful
fnee, it was out of the questjon to
neeede 1o his request, and &o the
money was lost. The man muttered
to his companlon that he felt likn
Jumping into the river and ending it
all, bul he did not jump.. and only
sal apart by himself and sobbed out
his grief over his bad fortune. Bvery
atteinpt was made to recover the
money, bhut Investigation showed that
the wnd must have. slipped through
;.lm lstuves to the bottom of the
1atehn,

The following notice, printed on
yellow sheets of paper, wus freely
circulated in the cotlon press and
laevee districets yesterday: "All ecot-
ton yardmen and teamsters and load-
crg are requested o remain away
from their former place of byginess,
Linder no circumstnnces |[nterfere
with those engaged In contemplated
move to handle cotton, Remuin at
home.” The notice g signed by
Jacob Klundi, President of (otton
Yardmen No. 1; Isom G. Wynn, Pres|-
dent of Cotton Yardmen No. 2, and
David Norckam, President of the
Leamsters,

Mr. Klundt, who is one of the rep-’

resentalive men of the Levee
movement, sald yegterday that the
press owners and draymen could put
all the nonunfon men they esred Lo
in work, the strikers would never
harm them. *We will win by pence-
ful means or not at all,” said Mr.
Klundt. Two floats were put to
work yesterday moving colton, but
the drivers soon becamg frightened,
although no one had threatened them,

labnye

a.n]dt uit “‘rgrkl. N

s suld that ten f1/te

will he put to or frieen men
WORK TO-DAY IN ONE OF THE

BIG PRESSES,

and that in a few days a sufficient
number of strikebreakers will  be
here to handle and move cotton to
and from the levees.

A number of men are sull sick
aboard the bark Magdelene, where
the strilkebreakers are lhoused, hut
their allment is only intestinal
trouble from drinking” Missiszsippl
River water, und the physician in
charge anticipates no bad resulis.

Nogro laborers on the steamboai
wharves near the head of (lanal
Street refused to reload S0l halos of
cotton on the steamer Americs at

price. The cotton was bhrought
fdown by the America and stowed on
the wharf, hut when it was seen that
there was small chance of moving it,
because of the strike, the owners
telegruphed to have it returned to
the boat and brought hack to Vicks-
bhurg, where 1t would be compressed
und shipped to Europe through some
other port. Captain Cooley offered
the negro lahorers 25 cents’a hale to

load the coiton on the America, but

their jobs, |

ihe negro l:nfused, sayingi tg:mt“;.lgley
would not l%né?l'stuﬁ?g“:’

T rewr 1
col](::'l(,:d?cwmdl}gld&jolnt session this
morning, an W red e pure

g was to be held for
;’n‘;:etlgé; offering to stow 180 bales.
. v el et
A FUNNY STORY,
With Polcee Reports Supplying More
of the Humor. |
jeation

The Mayor had & commun )
vesterday from W. W. Huck, of ltl;o
New Yurk and Porto Rico Steamship
{ concerning the attitude of

;lusm%l;‘gi)any in the strike contro:
versy., 1n the Mayor's letter wert:
copies of letters sent to the ‘screwd
men, longshoremen, the Dmk_ un£
Cotion Council and the Inspector ©
Police.

’ the

Mr. Huck wished to thank
Mayor on behalf of hls Company for
the concern he indlcated for & set(;'
tlement of the labor troubles an

the hope that his efforts would
wventually prevail
In the letter addressed to the

shoremen Mr. Huck apprised that
e Arkuadia was due to

the asteamer
arrive on- the 20th and load f-or
Forto Rico, and would begin re-

t in
cetving yesterday. Me said tha

as much as there had never been
any dissgrecment between the long-
shoremen and his Company—and
nhoped there never would be—he ex-
peeted thet when it came to tlhe
matter of loading his vessel there
would be no call for Interference.
His Company, he said, had no in-
terest in the cotton controversy and
trusted that the business of his Com-
pany would not suffer because of
ft. He therefore hoped thq.t when
the cargo for the Arkadia was placed
at the wharf it would hclhandled
by the regular longshoremen, as
heretofore.

The letter to: the Inspector was
that the Arkadia would begin ro-
ceiving vargo ut the lospital Street
wharf, and indicoted that the aargo
would have to be loaded by the
Jongshoremen if they would, but by
whatever labor conld be secured in
the event the regular men would
not work.

The Mayor had a letter yeatorday
from the J. R. Saunders Company
saying ihey were very much pleased
with the attitude of the Mayor in
the present sirike controversy and
assured him that they hoped to have
opportunity of showing their appre-
clation in the future.

1n reference to reports published
fn the morning papers to the effect
that o number of women and boys
had attacked and frightened off o
nonunion driver, cut the harnesd and
driven off the mules and removed
the wheels from a cotton float at
Pleasant and Laurel Streets Monday
evening, Mayor Behrman had the
following 1o say yesterday, after he
liad read the publications:

“It I8 regretable in the extreme
that some persons are industriously
furnishing reporters with thig kind
of Information. It may be that they
find amusement In furnighing ma-
terinl for humorous writeups about
bands of black amazons camping on
the trail of nonunfon drivers and
attacking them, ralsing up a float
loaded with cotton and removing the
wheels therefrom; but I apprehend
that they may have some other pur-
pose in view, for.they cannot fall
to appreciate the dunger of circu-
lating such u groundless story. Jne
reading public is unaware that auch
stories are false, und hence accept
them as facts,

“Now, whatl happened was this:
Sunday I met the boas draymen who
proposed io_move cotton on Monday
to arrange detajls of mounted police
for the teams which would be han-
dled by nonunion drivers. ‘There was
no secret made of the proposed ac-
tion. T publicly announced that T
would furnish all protection avall-
able. ¥or some reason Mr, W. H,
Douglass, drayman for Messrs, Chas,
W, Shepard & Co., did not ask for
such protectlon and underiook to
move cotton from the Sputhern Pa-
cific cotton platform to the Creale
Line, at the head of Eighth Stireet.

“Yesterday 1 recelved the follow-
ing from Messrs, Shepard & Co.:

‘“‘Hon, Martin Behrman, Mayor City
of New Orleans: Dear Sir—We have
endeavored since Saturday to move
some_of our cofton from the South-
crn Pacific Rallroad (cotton plat-
farm) to the Creols line at Elighth
Street. We were able to secure the
Inbor and the floats; we moved fo
Seventh and Annunciation Streets,
where they were set upon by a mob,
wheels removed from the drays and
the harness literally cut in pleces.

1t is absolutely necessary for us to.

move this cotton at once to the Cre-
ole Line to comply with ocur con-
tracts, and we most earnestly re-
quest that you give us ample pro-
tection at once. in order that we may
fulfill our obligations, Owing to tha
seriousness of the situation we earn-
estly request yvour immediate atten-
tion, and, if possible, a reply by
Learer, Yours very truly,

"*CHAS. W. SHEPARD COTTON_ C.,

By Chans, W. Shepard.

“As soon a8 I recelved this I sent
for o member of the firm, and ac-
companied by him, I drove immedi-
alely to police headquarters. There
we learncd what had really taken
place from the police reports. Mr,
Shepard sald his letter had been
Lased only upon the repart made him
by Mr. Douglas, A pollce detall was
then arranged for Mr., Shepurd's
team, and he left entirely satisfied
with the arrangements, which would
certainly have been made in ad-
vance had Mr. Douglas requested It
in time, as other draymen had donec,

“Now, here are copies of the po-
liee renorts;

“Sixth Preeinct, Qct, 15, 1907,

""Fo 1. 8. Whitaker, Inspector of
Tolce: I would report in addition
{o the report sent by telegraph from
the statlon to your “office at 9:10 p.
m, yesterday, Monday, the 14ih inst.,
relatives to the cotton floats of Mr.
Wm, M. Douglus being stalled at
Pleasant and Laurel gtreetw. that
Corporal Jdward Betheze, with Pa-
troimen Gibdn and Lampard, at-
tended and helped Douglas' drivers
this morning to extricato the floats,
and had them hitched to the mules
and tuken off. Pairolman Henry J,
Lampard escorted them to the levew.
There were no Interference from
strikers or others except the annoy-
unce last night by women and chii-
dren,  They madé no complaint Lo
the officers of any harnesg heing cut
exeept one strap. The floats ware
hauled off 1his morning with the
same hurness illie mules had last
night. On_discharging the floats at
the levee, Douglus cluﬁned two round
Lales were missing, marked Shepard,
\V.“ 5. F. V,, valued ut $30 cach.

A8 Lo the missing bales it could
not have been from the time this
station was notiflfed ut aboulL 5:45
last evenlng. Two of my officers
watched the floats untll "9 o'clock,
until they were relieved by a Boylan
man and Officer Charles H. Merritt,
of this station, made frequent visiis
t|here during the night. Respect-
fully, v JPAUL, COMAN,

. ‘Captaln Commanding.

'DAN CROWLLEY, Clerk.”

. "Bixth Precinet, Oct, 14, 1907.

“E. & Whitaker, Tnspector: Cor-
porul Edward Betbeze reports that
on Saturday, Oct. 12, inst, at the
hocur of 6 o'vlock p.m., three mules
altached to u float loaded with thirty
huales of cotton, float owned by Wi{ll-
fam H. Douglas, office 405 Decatur
Stree:, got stalled in a SOWeTHK:
hole at the corner of Ninth ang
Sump Street(s:. \V]h“l]! Icm the way to
he steamer Creole, lying at th i
of Contl Strect, o ¢ head

“The mules were taken out of tie
float and_a RBoylan officer placed
there by Mr. Douglas to watch the
cotton,

“At 10 o'clock this morning, Mon-
day, Oct. 14, inst, the cotton was
loaded onto another fleat in charge
of & colored driver named Edward
Bell and agaln got stalled at the
Corner of Laurel and Pleasant

Streets, and ui § o'cloek R
that float got stalled ,futht't'ne“""(
of Toludano and Laurel fiep ™
“When a_crowd of boys “'dl B
en crowded around the pe, ro, o, [N
ing him. he got f!‘ishl.ened‘.'k :
away. Some of the boys gadh
float into the wutter, againgt an &
irlc Hght post and took ogot"s-§
linch-pins out of the whe.l,nt-“‘ 2
“When thls station wag -
the Corporal and Pl.trolmanmu'd B
J. Lampard and Chas, Gibljy :
to the scene, but the artion ). K
mndlt’a‘ lltu.-lr tem:nnti. an thq": .
unable Lo get any infor N
the gullty partieas. Matlon By
“Patrohman Chas H, o = B
ordered to keep & close watch 0 3
cotion until such ime ag the b
lind officer arrives, who hag ot I
placed there to watch the eohi.h :
Mr. Douglag, — PAUL comay !B
‘Captain Commangiy




