THE STRIKE YET WITH US.

Yeosterday brought no real change in the
situation with respect to the strike along
the river front. Work went on with strike-
breakers In the same happy-go-lucky style
that hag been In vogue for two wenks
past, und although negotiations were in
progress looking to the settlement of the
vontroversy, there was more of .quibbling
and halrsplitting than anything else. The
Agentsx met the proposition from the Screw-
men on Monday, praviding for a general
investigution of conditions and & resump-
tlon of work In the tneantime, by & coun-
tar prapose] 1o select an arbitration board
of four from each slde, but work not to be
resumecd until the odd member or umpire
{s chosen, 'This counter proposition the
Screwmen will consider to-day, it {8 under-
8tuvod, but as It provides that the matter
of the Serewmen's demands Is tae be the
frst thing disposed of, the plan is not es-
suntially different from those proposed he-
fore and rejected. How 1t will now he re-
cefved remains 1o be seen,

The Htevedores of the port yesterday
made & jolnt proposition to the Steamship
Agents to stow gll cotton at 1§ cents par
bale, at which price It I8 understood this
port wounld be placed on a4 parity with
CGalveston, but the proposition was not
even consldered, The contest has apparently
narrowed down to a fight for supremacy in
the maltter of dictating the wages to be
rald Iabor, and not tha placing cf the port
on & parity with Qalyveston. Incidental tu
the fight cotton, graln and other produice
thet wotuld otherwlse come here are belng
dlverted elsewhera, and shlpplng Is being
ordered to other ports. It does not appear
to matter much to the contestants that the
commerce of the port {8 belng ruined, that
thousands of prople nnt directly concerned
In tha contest are belng Injured, and that
the future s belng seriously handlcupped.
To the foreign ship owner who can send
his ghipR anywhere If cargoes are to hbe
had, nothing more serious I8 Involved but
temporary inconvenience; hut to the mer-
chants who reside in New Orleans, have
thelr capital Invested here and must use
the port for the shipment of theilr goods,
the tle-up means heavy presant losa and
the prospect of permanent Impairment of
thelr trade interasts,

The lunger the controversy lasts and the
more the causes leading up to it are studied
the more {mperatively necessary does &
thorough Iinvestigation appear to be |In
orrder to understand clearly just what a
parity with Galveston means. A mere reduc-
tion of the cost of stowing cotton wnould
mean nothing in the way of advantage to
the port unless it brought about a lowering
of the ocean frelght rates, since more cot-
ton would not come here without an induce-
ment of that kind, The shipping Interests
have offered no guarantee that rates would
be lowered If they should succeed in re-
ducing the cost, of stowing cot-
ton. There is no guarantee that
any and all advantage that' might ac-
crue would not merely go towards In-
creasing the through business whieh leaves
but little {n the way of profit here, at the
expense of the local export trade, which
furnishes a living to so many people and
which has for years heen notoriousty dis-
criminated against.

Just why the proposition of the Stevsa-
dores to handle cotton at 18 cents per hale,
which the manager of the Illinols Central
Rallroad admits would put this port on
a parity with Galveston, was rejected, It
fs {mpossible to understand, It had the
merit certainly of putting the labor of
handling cotton on a plece basis as far as
the shipa are concerned, and wauld have
done away with the objectlonable system
of limiting the number of bales in a day's
work so much complalned against. .
-*Every day additional that the strike con-
tinues that much additional business is
being dtiven away. We have already lost
in profits, wages and commerce, present and
prospective, more than can passibly
be recaovered during the whole three
vears that the labor contracts are expected
to run. The {dea entertalned by some that
the earrying of the present struggle to the
limit of exhaustion will settle the labor
question on the {evee for all time {8 utterly
fallacious, as proven by the history of all
labor movements both here nnd elaewherea,
Much more i8 to be galned by a reasonabla
and jurt compromise than by the wearing-
out process, no matter which side is ulti-
mately victorious, as {n the former case
traffic would be resumed with a friendly
feellng oxinting, whereas In the latter case
a sense of injury and resenitment will re-
main to complicate the relations that should
properly prevall between employers aad
the labor connected with the port.



