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The 4d Day of F eoruary, 17-77;'.

 ORDERED, -

" HAT the Bill, intitled ¢« A Bill for efta-
¢ blifhing the Conihtutlon of the State

“"_ <« of South- Caro/zmz, ag it came up to this
{Houle from the General Affembly, be pnnted

and made pubhc
Dy Order cf the Hcm e.

T'womas Farg, Clerk.
.; ﬁwﬁsﬁﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁ |
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FOR ESTABLISHING

-* The @Eenﬁttumﬁ

5
% The STATE of SOUTH-CAROLINA.
?

HAT, inafmuch as the Conftitution or Form of

Government, agreed to, and refolved upon, by
the Freemen of this Country, met in Congrefs the
126th Day of March laft, was temporary only, calcu=

Fu
5,
L

Alated for; and furted to; the then Situation ef their
A
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public Affeirs, locking forward to an Aecomiiodation
with Grea#-Bricain,an Event thendeflired : And where-
as the American Statas have been fince conftituted In-
aepend nt States, and the political Conne&icn here-
toinre fubinting between them and Greas-Britairn
entirely difolv ed by the Declaration of the Honocur-
able the Continental Congreis dated the 4th Day of
‘7zz[} laft, for themany great and weighiy Reafons, there-
in partlcular!) {fet forth : It ti: creforc becomes abfo=
lutely neceffary, to frame a lafting Coaflitution fuitable

to that great Event : Be it thciefore Tonftituteo and

ECnaacyd. by His Excell:ncy fj‘OHN RUILLE LGE,
£iquire, Prefident and Commander in Chief, in and

over the State of South-Carolina, by the Honour-
able the Legiilative Council, and General Afflembly
and by the %uthorlt; of the {ame, That the follow=
ing Articles, agreed upon by the Freemen of this
State, now met 1n Generzl A Ta.,mbl,r, be henceforth
and forever (unlefs altered by the Legiflative Autho-

rity of this State) locked upon as the Conftitution
and Form of Government thereof,

I. That the Stile of this Country be, hereafter, the
ctate of SouthH-Carolina.

IT. That the Legiflative Authority be vefted in a
Legiflative Council and General Affembly.

ITI. That as {foon as may be, after the firt Meet-
1ng of the Legiflative Council and General Affembly,
they {hall _]omtl} , in the General Aflembly, choosfe, by

Ballot, from among themfclves, or trom the People



( 5 )

at large, a Prefident and Commander in Chief, and a
Vice-Prefident of the State, and Privy Council, to
continue for Y wo Years : And till fuch Choice thall be
made, the former Prefident and Commander in Chief,
Vice-Prefident, and Privy Council, thall continue to

a& as fuch.

1V. That a Member of the Legiflative Council, or

fGencral Aﬁcmbly, being chofen, and acting as Pre-

|

fident and Commandzr in Chicf, or Vice-Prefident,

{hall vacate his Seat, and another Perfonfhall be elect-

ed in his Room.

V. That every Perfon who fhall be elected Prefi-

dent and Commander in Chief of the State, or Vice-

ZPreﬁdent or a Member of the Privy Council, f{hall
-be qualified as followeth, that is to {ay, the Prefident
-and Vice-Prefident, {hall have been Refidents in this
-State for Ten Years, and the Membears of the Privy
!Council Frve Years, preceding their faid Election, and

fhallhave in this State, afettled Plantation or Free‘lo‘d
in their and each of their own Right, of the Value of

'g’lt leatt Ten Thoufand Pounds Currency, clear of Debt;

‘gand on being elected, they fhall tal..e an Qath of

§
‘z
X
]
i

‘Qualification, 1n the General Af embly

VI. That no future Prefident or Commander in
‘Chief, who fhall ferve for Two Years, thall be eligible

to ferve in the faid Office, after the Expiration of
gthe {aid Term, until the full End and Term of Fous

+Y ears.

X

g
.

VII. That no Perfon 1in this State fhall hold the

SOf’ﬁC" of Prefident thereof. or Vice-Prefident, and

el [ .F‘ _11
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any other Qffice or Commifiion, civil or military, ex-
cept in the Militia, eitherin this State, or under the -
At.thouty of the (ontmcntal Cong-f*fs, 2t one and
the fame Time.

VIII. That in Czfe of the Death of the Prefident

and Commander in Chief, or his Abfence from the -
State, the Vice-Prefi“eat of ths State fhall fucceed
fo his Office. and the Pr vy Ceouncil fhall cheoie, ocus
of their own Becdy, a 1ct...-}‘rcm1r:fi.t of the :tate,

Andin Cafe of the Death of the Vice-preficent of the .

State, or his Abfznce from the State, cne of the Piivy
Council, te be chofen by themicives, fhall {ucceed to

his Ofiice, uatil 2 Nomination to thefe Offices re~

ipL& vely, by the General Aflembly end Lepiflztive

Council, for the Remainder of the Tims for which

the Officer fo dyinug or being abfent was apoointed.

IX. That the Privy-Council, whereof the Vice-Pre-

ﬁfll‘ﬁ* nc l-Ln Ctntn ‘!L 11] O‘- {H‘O 11-{::: }"'j- a B{ﬁe‘jiufi':‘and ‘

b e L Lo ‘oA I...,.-.L | .IL_..IJ.. L..;.i, e v Ao

Prefidentof the i ;‘W;; Ccuncil, (h -nl confift (inciuding
the Vice-Prefident) of Nrzze Members; Fivecot Whom
{hall b2 a Quorun. };}m:z}"m!cﬁg g, that no Oi-
ficer of the Army or Navy, in the Service of the Con-
t:nent cr this State, nor Judge of any cf the Courts
cf Law, {ia'l be (.’1”10..(: —nor ihall the Father, Son,
or Brother to the Prelident for the Time being, be
cielted in tas P wj C{“UHC I curing his Adunaciftra-
tion. A ‘\1:':‘; r of the chiﬂat ve Counct! or Ge-
nerei Afembly, btii 7 ciiofen ¢f the Privy Counc*l
fhali not thereby lofk his Seat in "‘ e Legiflative Coun-

cil or General Afiembly, ualels he be ¢ t.u:,ed Vice-

L
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Prefident of the State, in which Cafe he thall, and
another Perfon fhall be chcofen 1 his Stead. Thc
Prlvy Council is toadvifethe Prefident and Commandec
in Chief when rcqured but ke thall not be bound
to confult them, unlefs direéted by Law, Ifa Mem-
ber of the Privy Council fhall die, or depart this
State, another thall be chofan 1n his Room, m i\dan-
ner above mentioned. |

X. That in Cafe of the Abfence from Clarles-
TJown, or Sicknels of the Prefident, the Vice-Prefi-
dent, orin Cafe of 1113 Abfence, any one of the Pn...

vy Council, may be 1mp0wc1ed by the Prefident, un-
der his Hand and Seal, to actin his Room. o

X1. That the executive Authorlty be veft=d in the
Prefident and Commander in Chief, limited and re-—
firained in Manner herein after menuoncd

X1II. That each Parith and Diftrict throuohout this
State, thall, on the lalt Monday 1 111 NO’*“’:”’é”f" and the
Day following, which will be in the Yeur of our
Lotd Onz Thoufand Seven Hundred and Seventy-ei3bt,
and on the fame Days of every Second Year tacrcaite]
eleét by Ballot, Ozze Member of the Legiflative Council
(except the Diftrict of St. P" 7h and St. Michael's Pa-
rithes, Charles-Town, which fhall ele@ Ywo Mem-
bers; and except alio the Difiri&t between Broad and
Saludy- Rivers, in Three Divifions, viz. the Lower
Diftrict, Little-Raver Diftri&, and Uprer or Spartan
Diftri&, each of which faid Divitions, fhall elect Ong
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pember) to meet on the fecond Monday in Fanuary,
at the ufual Place in Charles-Tewn, unlids the Catu-.
alties of War, or contagious Liiforders, fhould ren-
der it ynfafe to meet there, in which Cafe the Pre-
fident and Commander in Chief for the Time being,
may, by Proclamation, with the Advice and Cun-
{=nt of th¢ Privy Council, appoint a more fecure and
convenient Place of Meeting, and to continue for

Tewe Years, from the f{aid laft Mirday in Novemnber.
And that no Perfon fhall be ei1zible to a Seat 1n
the {zid Council until he hath attained the Age of
Thirty Years. Not lefs than Toh:rtcen Members thall
be a Quorum to do Bufinels; but, the Speaker, or
any Three Members, may adjourn from Day to Day.
No Perfon who refides in the Parith or Diflri& for
which he is ele@ed, fhall take his Seat in the Legif-
lative Council, unlefs he poﬂﬂucc a {e:tled Eftate and
Freehold, in his own Right, in the faid Parifh or Di-
firi&, of the Value of Teos Té“f,{’?:m’ Pouids cui;cncy
at lea :'E, clear of Debt. And no Non-ilelident (hall
be elizible to a Seat in the {aid Counal, unlefs he is
Qwner of a fettled Eftate and Freehold 1n his own
Right, in the Parith or Diftrict where he 15 elected,
of the Valus of Soven Thoufand Pounds Currency at
leaft, alfo clear of Debt.

II.That on L._x., 1-..1 1 fcadey in[ sveriber and the
Dav foilo _ i1t bein the Year of our Lord
(jfi':i’ T;JS'L'/ IHl3 g)"b:ﬂ H£ !d’!"f”! (7 Ifz S fﬂf/} agbt and

on the fame Days of every fecond Year thereafter,
Members of the General Affernbly thall be chofen, to

- (IN-:
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meet on the fecond Monday _in Fanuery thén next;
at the ufual Place 1n Charles-Town, unlefs the Cafu<
alties of War, or contagious Diforders; thould ren<
der it unfafe to meet there, 1n which Cafe the Prefi-
dent and Comemander in Chief for the Time being,
may, by Proclamation; with the Advice dnd Confent
of the Privy Council, appoint a mnre fecuie anid con-
venient Place of Mecting, and to continue for Twa
Years from the faid laft Mpxza’aj in November. Eacli
Parith and DBiftri& within this State thall fend Mem-

bers to the General Aflembly 1in the following Pro-<
portions, that is {o fay,

The Parifhes of St. Philip and St. Mld]ad Charles+
Town, Thutv Members.

The Paiith of Chrift-Church, Six Members. *
The Parith of St. Johin, in Beikley County, Six Mem-

hers.

The Parifh of St. Andrew, Six Members.

The Parith of St. George, Dorchefter, Six Members.

The Parith of St. James, Goofe-Creek; Six Members.

The Parith of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, Six Mem-
bers,

The Parith of St. Paul, Six Members.

The Parith of St. Bartholomew, Six Members:

'The Parith of St. Helena, Six Members.

‘The Parifh of St. James, Santee, Six Members.

The Parith of Prince George, Winyah, Six Mems<
bers.

The Pari(h of Prince Frederick, Six Mcmbers

‘The Parith of St. John, in Colleton County, Six
Vlembers,
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e Parifh of St. Peter, Six Member
e Parith of Prince William, Six Mcmbcrs.
t

h

The Parith of 5t. Stephen, Six Members.

7 he Difirict to the Eaftward of the Wateree-River;
Ten DMNembers.

The Diftri¢t of Ninety-Six, Ten Members:

'The Diri& of Saxe-Gotha, Six Members.

r-i-.
£l
=
]

Th: Diftri@ between Broad and Saludy-Rivers; ifn
Three Divifions, viz.
The Lower Diftri&, Four Members.
T he Littla-River Diftri@&, Four Members.
‘The Upper or Spartan Diiri&, Four Members.

Fhe D& hetween Broad and Catawba Rivers;
en NMembazrs.

Fhe Didri&t called the New Acquifition, Ten Mem-
bers

lP"”.hu..“:, PEI'L.L.. of Ct. Natthew, Six Members.
h* Pari’h cf Se. David, Six Members.
he Diflri€ between Savannah-River and the North
Fork of Edifto, Six Members.

Ard the Ele&ion of the {3id Members thall be con-
dudted, a5 near as may be, agreeable to the LireCtion
of the El=&ion AL Al.d where there are no
Churches or Chirch-Wardens rn 2 Diftnn& or Panith,
the Géperal Aflembly, at fome convenient Time be=
tore their -Expiration, fhall appoint Places ot Elecs
1:0n, and Perfons to receive Votes and muke Réturns.
'The Qualification of the EleCors fhall be; that evee

1v free white Man, and no other Perfon, w ho acknow-
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ledges the Being of a God, and Dbelieves 1n a future
ftate of rewards and punifhments, and who has at-
tained to the age of owe aind twenty years, and hath
been a refident and an inhabitant in this ftate for the
fpace of one whole year, before the date of the writs
for the election he offers to give his vote at, and hath
a freehold at leaft of fi7y acres of land, or a town
lot, and hath been legally {eized and poffeffed of the
fame, at leaft fix months, previous to fuch election,
or hath paid a tax the preceding year, or was taxable
the prefent year, at leaft Szx months previous to the
faid eletion, in a fum equal to the tax on fif#y acres
of land, to the {upport of this government, thall be
deemed a perfon qualified to vote for, and may be
“capable of ele@ling, a reprefentative cr reprefentatives,
to ferve as 2 member or membets, in the Legiflative
Council and General Aflembly; for the parith or
diftri&t where he actually 18 a refident, or in any
other parifh or diftri& in this ftatc where he hath
the like freehold. Ele&ors {hall take an oath; or
aftirmation of qualification, if required by the return-
ing officer. The qualification of the elected, if refi-
dente in the parifh or diftri& for which they fhall be
retu.aen; {hall be fame as mentioned in the ele&ion
alt, and conftrited to mean clear of debt. But no
non-tefident thall be eligible to a feat in the General
Aflembly, unlefs he 1s owner of a fettled eftate and
freehold; in his own right, of the value of three thou-
Jand and five bundred pounds currency at leaft, cléar of
- debt, in the parifh or diftri& for which he 13
" §1€&€ds B
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XIV. Thatif any parith or diftnilt negleéts or refiifes
to eledt members ; or, if the members chofen do not
meet in General Aflembly ; thefe who do meet thall
have the powers of the Gzneral Aflembly. Not lefs
than forty-nine members {hall make an Houfe, to do

bufinefs ; but the Speaker, or any feven members may
adjourn from day to day.

XV. That whaen proper information can be had of
the particular and comparative ftrength and taxable
property of the different parts of the ftate, that then
the prefent reprefentation be proportioned in the moft
cqual and juit mzanner, regard being always had to
the number of white inhabitants and taxable proper-=
ty of the people.

XVI. That sll money bills for the fupport of go-
vernment, fhall orlgmatc in the General Aflembly,
and fhall not be altered or mended by the I Legifla-
tive Council, but muy be rejefted by them : But that
no money be drawn out of the public treafury, but by
the legiflative authority of the ttate. All other bills
and ordmancss may tzke rife in the General Affem-
bly or Legiflative Council, and bz altered, amended,
or rejelted by either. Bills having pafled the General
Aiﬂmblvaﬁd Lcmﬂatu e Counci!, ihall be hgned by the
Prefident and Corn'm..nd=r in Chief for the time being,
the Speaksar of the Leziilative Council, and the Speaker
of the General ~\1L.,.uml\r in the (,mmcd Chamber, and
fhall then have all tm. rorce and valiaityof an aét of Ge-
neral Af n..nblf Of tnts ftu And the General Af~
fembly and Legﬂm;we (,oe_m:?I reipectively, thall en-
joy all other privilezes wiiica have, at any time, been



(13 )
claimed or exercifed, by the Commons Houfe of
Affembly.

XVII. That the General Affembly and Legife
lative Council may adjourn thiemiclves refpectively ;
and the Prefident and Commander in Chief thall have
po power to adjourn, prorogue, or diffulve them : But
may, if neceflary, by and with the advice and cenfent
of the Privy Council, call them, before the time to
which they fhall {tand adjourned. And where a bill
hath been rejected, it may, on ameeting after an ad-
journment for not lefs than three days, of the General
Aflembly and Legiflative Council, be brought in again,

X VIII. That the General Affembly and the Legifla-
tive Council thall each choofe theirrefpective Speakers,
and their own officers, by ballot, without controul.
And that, during a recefs, the Speakers, of either
- Houlfe, {hall iffue writs for llin g up vacancies, occa-
* fioned by death, in their refpective Houfes, giving at
lealt three weeks, and not more than ﬂozrtyﬁve days
prevmus rotice, of the time appoiuted for the election.

XIX. Thatif any parith or diftrict thall neglect to

“elect a member or members, on the day of election ;
or, in cafe any perfon chofen a member of the Le-
giflative Council or General Aflembly, fhall refufe to

qualify and take his {eat as fuch, or die, or depart
.the ftate ; the faid Legiflative Council or General Af-

ifemb]y, as the cafe may be, thall appoint proper days,

for electing a2 member or members of the faid Legife
lative Council or General Affembly, in fuch cafes re-
dpectively., b2
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XX. That if any member of the General Aflem-
bly, or of the Legiflative Council, fhall accept any
place of emolument, ar any commiffion (except in
the militia) he fhall vacate his feat, and there fhall
thcreupon be a new eleftion ; but he fthall not be dif-
qulhﬁed from fecving, upon being re- ele¢ted, with-
out he is appointed Secretary of the ftate, a Commif-
fioner of the Treafury, an Officer of the Cuftoms,
Regitter of Mefne Conveyances, a Clerk of one of
the Courts of Juftice, Powder-Receiver, Clerk of the
Legiﬂative”or Privy-Cecuncil, Clerk of the General
Afierably, Surveyor-Generzal, or Commifiary of Mili-
tary Stores ; whicn officers are hereby declared dif-
quah‘ied from being members either of thc Legifla-
uvc COLnCu or General Aflembly. :

XXI. That no Minifter of the Gofpel, or public
preacher, of any religious perfuafion, be eligible, for
the future, either as a member of the Legiflative

Counf‘il Or OF tbe Generzal Aflembly.
};‘(II That the Delegates of this ftate in the

Continental Congrefs, be cnofen annually, by the
General Aﬁcmbly and Legiflative Council jointly, by
ballot, in the General Ailembly and nothing con-
taitied in this Conftitution {hall be conftrued to extend
to vacate the {eat of any member, who is, or may be,

a Delezate from this tate to t}*e Contmental Con-
gf'....i..., as {uch.

AXIIL. That the Vice-Prefident of the ftate and
the Privy-Council, or the Vice-Prefident and a ma-
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jority of the Privy Council for the time being, fhall

exercife the powers of a Court of Chancery. - And
there fhall be an Ordinary, who fhall exercife the
powers herctofore exercifed by that officer in this
ftate. “ |

XXIV. That the jurifdition of the Court of Ad-

miralty be confined to maritime caufes.

XXV. That Juftices of the Peace fhall be nomi-
nated by the General Aflemby, and commiflioned
by the Prefident and Commander in Chief, during
pleafure. They will not be intitled to fees, except
on profecutions for felony ; and, not a&ting in the
magiftracy, they fhall not be intitled to the privileges

-

gllowed them by law,

L

XXVI. That all other judicial officers fhall be
chofen, by ballot, jointly by the General Aflembly
and Legiflative Council, in the General Affembly,
and, except the Judges of the Court of Chancery,
commiflioned by the Prefident and Commander in
Chief, during good behaviour : But fhall be removed,
on addre{s of the General Aflembly and Legiflative

Council.

XXVIL. That the Sheriffs, qualified as by law di-
rected, fhall be chofen by the freecholders in each di-
{trict throughout the ftate, and commiffioned by the
Prefident and Commander in Chief, for fws years
only. | | |

XXVIII. That Commiffioners of the Treafury,
the Secretary of the State, the Regifter of Melng
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Cenveyances, Attorney-General, Powder-Receiver,
Colle&tors, Coatrollers, Waiters, and Sarveyor-Ge-
neral, be chofen by the General Atlembly and Le-
giﬂative Council jointly, by ballot, in the General
Affembly, and commuifiioned by the Prefident and
Commander in Chief, during good behaviour; but
thall be removed on addrefs of the General Aflembly
and Leg:lative Council.

XXIX. That all Field Officers in the army, and
all Captains in the navy, thall be, by the General Af-
{fembly and Legiflative Council, chofen jointly, by bal-
lot, 1n the General Aflembly, and commifiioned by
the Prefident and Commander in Chief, except in
cafes where they are to receive their commitiions from
Congrefs. And that all other officers, in the army

and navy, fhall be commiflioned by the Prefident and
Commander in Chief,

XXX. That in cafe of vacancy in any of the of-
fices above directed to be filled by the General Aflem-
bly and Legiflative Council, the Prefident and Com-
snander 1n Chief, with the advice and confent of the
Privy Council, may appoint others in their ftead, until
there fhall be an ele¢tion by the General Aflembly

and Legiflative Council to fill thofe vacancies refpec=
tively.

XXXI. That the Prefident and Commander in
Chief, with the advice and confent of the Privy
Council, may appoint, during pleafure, until other-

wile directzd by the refolution of the General Aflem-
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biy and Legiflative Council, all other neccﬁ'ary O‘ﬂiééfﬁj
except fuch as are by law dire¢ted to b€ otherwite

&
chofen. 2

XXXII. That the Prefident and Commander i
Chiet fhall have no power to com mence war, or con-
clude peace, or enter into any final treaty, withcut the
confent of the General Aflembly and Legiflative

Council.

XXXIIT. That the tefolutictis of thie late Con=
orefles of this State, and all laws now of force here
{and not hereby altered) fhall fo continue, until ale
tered of repealed by the legiflature of this ftate, un=
lefs where they are temporary, in which cafe they
fhall expire at the times refpectively lumnited for theiy
duration.

XXXIV. That the Prefident and Commander in
Chief, Vice-Prefident of this ftate, and Privy Coun=
cil refpectively, fhall have the fame perfonal privileges,
as are allowed by act of aflembly to the Governor,
Licutenant Governor, and Privy Council. That the
Prefident and Commander in Chief for the time be<
ing, by and with the advice and confent of the Pri-
vy Council, may lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex«
portation of any commodity, for any time not exceed-
ing thirty days, in the recefs of the General Aflem-

bly.

XXXV That 2ll per{fons who (ha'l be chofen anfi
appointed to any cflice, or to any place of tiuft, civil
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6t tailitary, before entering upon the execution of

office, thall take the following oath:

I A. B. do acknswledye the State of South-Carolina,
fo be a Free, Independ: wr, and Sovereign State, and that
the People theres 0%02 19 ﬂz’;sf“mzz.f:ﬂ or Qoedience to
George the Third, K h'?" of Great-Britain : And I b
rm urce, refufe, and ad;are, any Alleziance or Obedience

2 bim. And Ids /:;...,, or alfiri Las the Cafe may
b ) #hat I will, t7 toe ;;'z.f/? of @y Power; fupport,
maintain and difend the [aid State, againft the Jaid
King Georgs the Third, and bis Hetrs and Succeffors,
and bis or Z‘r:":r‘ HAbettirsy, Afiflants, and Adberents,
and il feree tfe faird State 1n the Ojfice of
':bbzcb Insw bild, and in any o Jp.'5“'! szcrz which I may

beresfrer b:14, by th: ;pp:zm nent, or under the Autho-
rity, of the fd State, <with Fedelity and Honour, and
@ccirding to the befl of wmy Skil! and D;zdf’zﬂaﬂdmg.

- XXXVI. That the following vearly falaries be al-
lowed to the public officers under mentioned : The
Prefident aad Co*n'n:md in Chief, fve thoufand frve
Lundred and thirty-eizie do/lzrs and ome balf : The
Chief Juftice, tu..? thoufand one bundred and toenty-
ore diliars : The Afittant Judges, cue thoufand feven

bundred and twent;- -four d:dlars each @ The Attorney—
General, one t..;.hya d twz lLindred and ninely-toree
diliars, in liesu of all charges af‘“am"’c the publlc for
fees on criminal profecutions: The three Commif=
fioners of the Treafury, one thoufand twi bundred and

$birty-ane doflars each,
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KXXXVII. That all px...llons and religious focienc.s,

who acknowledge, that thereis one God, and a futum_

ftate of rewards and punifhments, and that God is
publickly to be worﬂnpped (hall be freely tolerated.

‘The Chy 1ﬁ1an Religion (hall be deemed and 1s herc-:
by conttituted, and declarcd to be, the eftabh{hed ré-

hgton of this Stlte T hat all denommatlons of Chrif-

tians in this ftate, demeaning them{elves peaceably.

and faithfully, fhall enjoy equal religious privileges.

To accomplifh this defirable purpofe, without injury
to the religious property of thcfe {ocieties of Chrifti-
ans which are by law already 1ncorporatcd for the
purpofes of religious worfhip ; ‘and to put it fully into
the power of every other {ociety of Chriftians, either
already formed, or hercafter to be formed, to obtain
the like incor poration ; Ft i8 hereby conftituted, ape
pumten, ﬂntl pecfared, That the 1efptétlvc fomcucs
of the Church of England, that are already formed
in this ftate, for the purpofes of religious worthip,
fhall fill continue incorporate, and hold the religi-
ous property now in their’ pofleffion ; And that,

whenever fiffeen or more male perfons, not undeg
twenty-one years of age, profefling the Chrlftlan Re-
ligion, and ¢ 1grecmg to unite themfelves in a fociety
for the purpofes of religious worthip, they fhall (on
complying with the terms herein after mentioned)
be, and be conftitated, a Church, and be efteemed and
Iegardcd in law as of the eftablifhed religion of the
{tate, and on petition to the | eg:ﬂatulc {hall be i1ne
titted to be ircorporated, and to enjoy equal priyis

C
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leges- That every f{ociety of Chriftians {o formed,

{hail glVﬂ themifelves a name or denominaticn, by
"which taev fhall be called and known in law ; and
all that afficiate with them for the purpofes of WOr-
fhip, fhall be efteemed as belonging to the {ociety fo
called : But that, previous to the eftablithment and
incorporation of the refpective focieties of every de-
nomination as aferefaid ; and in order to intitle them
thereto, each fociety fo petitioning, thall have agreed
to, and {ubfcribed, in a book, the following five arti-
cles without which, no agreement er union of men,
upon pretence of religion, fhall intitle them te be in-
corporated, and efteemed as a Church of the eftablith-
cd religion of this ftate. Fir/}, That there is one
eternal God, and a future ftate of rewards and pu-
nifhments. Second, That God 1s to be pub]icklj
worthiped. 744, the Chriftian Religion is the true
religion.  Fourth, That the Holy Scriptures of the
OUld and New Teftament, are divinely infpired, and
are the rule of faith and pra@tice.  Fifth, That it is
lawful, and the duty of every man being thereunto
called by thofe that govern, to bear witnefs to truth.

That every inhabitant of this {tate, when called to
make an 3 ppeal to God, as a witnefs to truth, fhall be
permitted to do 1t in that way which is moit agree-
able to the di&ates of his own confcience. And,
th1t the people of this ttate may forever enjov the
right of ele&ting their own pattors or clergy; and, at
the {ame time, that the {tate may have {ufficient fe-
curity, for the due dilcharge of the paftoral office, by
thofe who fhall be admitted to be a Ciergyman on the
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eftablithment ; no perfon fhall officiate as minifter of
any eftablithed Church, whothall not have been chofen”
by a majority of the fociety to which he fhall minifter,
or by perfons appointed by the {aid majority to chufe
and procure a miniftéer for them, nor until the mini-
fter {o chofen and appointed, fhall have made and fuba
fcribed to the following declaratiop, over and above
the aforefaid five articles, viz. That he is dgtermined,
by God’s grace, out of the Holy Scriptures, to in-
ftruct the people committed to his charge, and to
teach nothing (as required of neceflity to eternal fal-
vation) but that which he fhall be perfuaded may be
concluded and proved from the fcripture; that he
will ufe both public and private admonitions, as well
to the Sick as to the whole, within his cure, as need
{hall require and occafion fhall be given; and that
he will be diligent in prayers, and in reading of the
Holy Scriptures, and in fuch ftudies as help to the
knowledge of the fame; that he will be diligent to
frame and fathion his own felf, and his family,
according to the do&rine of Chrift, and to make both
himfelf and them, as much as in him lieth, wholefome
examples and patterns to the flock of Chrift ; that he
will maintain and fet forwards, as much as he can,
quictnefs, peace, and love, among all Chriftian people;
and efpecially among thofe that are or fhall be com-
mitted to his charge. No perfon {fhall difturb or mo-
I-ft any religious affembly, nor fhall ufe any reproach-
ful, rcviling or abufive language, againft any church ;
that being the certain way of difturbing the peace, and
of hindering the converfion of any to the truth by ensy
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gagmg tazm 1n quarrels and animofities, to the ha-
tred of the profefiors, and tha* profefiion which other-
wnf- they n:ucr‘lt b= brought to afitnt to. Any per-
fon vt:cmlf.~...m1.i.'.133 to aflociate with, and fubfcubmg to,
te wr mnb or .1nftrument by which any dcnomma-'
tion of Chriftians (hall form themfelves 1nto a fociety,
befare any five m“mbcrs, thall thereby be made a
msmber th=reaf. Any perfon ﬁnkmg out his name
from {ach writing or inftrument as aforefaid, or hav-
1ing his nam: {truck out, by any perfon thcreto al-
th:)nz-d by the f.)f‘lety to which he bzlongs, fhall
ceafe to be a mc“n‘) No Px..!'f)‘l whatfoever fhall
{reak any thing, in th"’lf' relizious affembly, irreve-
ren:ly, or fedltloaﬂy, of the government of this ftate.
No p:.rfafl (hall, by law, be obliged to pay towards
th= maintenance and 1uﬁpolt of a religious worfhip
that he does not freely join in, or has not voluntariiy
enzaged to fupoort: But, the Churches, Chapels, Par-
fonafcs, Glebes, and all other property, now belong-
1n7 tq any focictiss of ths Church of England, or any
omcr religious focietizs, thall remain, and be fecured,
10 th=m fo:. ever. No Perfon fhall be capable of any
pu.c“ of honour, tru’t or proit, w ader the authority of
tais flate, who 15 not a ms mbar of fom= church of
taz eliblith=d rchgrm thereof. Marriages fhall be
{rl=mniz=d, after publluatloq three feveral Sundays
p'f::ﬂimﬂ' {uch marriage, ia fome public place of wor-
thip, 1a tae pl."lﬂ‘l or dl 1:1& where the woman re-
fii1:5, or by licsnce, which fhall bz dire®ted to any
Miaidsrof tas G )19:1, without {pecifying the deno-
" mination, or prefcribing thc mods of folemnization,

Sin
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The | poor (hall be fupported, and ele@ions mah B
in the accuftomed manner, until laws fhall bc ' i
vided; to adjuft thofe matters n the moft equxtablc e

way.

XXXVIIL. That ho Clcrg} madn, Preacher, or Ml-*
nificr of the Gofpel, fhall be intitled to any greater
bxempt on from pumfhments infli&ed by law, by
rcafon of any Benefit of Clergy, than if fuch Clerc'v-
man, Preacher or Minifter was a lay-man ; but that
every fuch Clergyman, Preacher or Minifter being
found guilty of any effence which is clergyable or not
clergyable by the law, fhall {uffer as a lay-man.
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XXXIX. That no part of this Conftitution fhall be
altered without a notice of nznety days being previoufly
given : Nor fhall any part of the faine be changed,

without the confent of a majority of the membtrs of
the General Affembly and Legiflative Council.

XL. That the General Affembly and Legiflative
Council fhall not prcceed to the cletion of a Prefi-

dent or Vice-Prefident, untﬂ thcre be 2 majority of
both Houfes prefent.
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